Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 ~ Oct. 11th – 17th, 2009   
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OVERVIEW: The children will learn to choose Jesus over everything and everyone else!
PREPARATION: You will need construction paper, crayons and markers.  You will also need your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. (You may want to make additional copies of the attached color sheet.)
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Luke 19:10 and 2 Corinthians 5:17

ICEBREAKER: Ask the children if they’ve ever had an experience where they got lost.  Where were they?  Were they alone or were there others with them when they were lost?  What did they do to find their way back to where they belonged?

READ: “Zacchaeus Chooses Jesus!” Bible Story  

(on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. How did Zacchaeus get rich?  (By cheating people, taking too much tax money)
2. Why couldn’t Zacchaeus see Jesus at first, and what did he do?  (He was too short to see over the crowd, so he climbed a tree.)
3. What did Zacchaeus promise Jesus he would do?  (Give half of his possessions to the poor, and pay back four times as much to the people he cheated.)
4. What does it mean to repent?  (Turn around, change direction, ask forgiveness.)
5. Can we be good enough to earn salvation?  (No)  How are we saved?  (By faith in Jesus)




Zacchaeus thought he had everything he wanted.  He had money, a good job, nice clothes, and he lived in a big house with many servants.  Zacchaeus was a tax collector.  Most people did not like tax collectors, because they cheated people to get lots of money for themselves.  When it was time to pay taxes, Zacchaus made the people pay more money than they owed.  This made Zacchaeus rich, but he did not have many friends.


One day Jesus came to town.  Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus, but many other people also wanted to see Jesus too.  Before Zacchaeus could find Jesus, there was a big crowd around Him.  Zacchaeus was too short to see over the crowd, so he climbed a sycamore tree by the side of the road.  Now he could see Jesus coming.  Suddenly Jesus stopped under the tree where Zacchaeus was and looked up.


“Zacchaeus,” said Jesus, “climb down from that tree.  I want to come to your house today.”  

Zacchaeus was surprised that Jesus would want to come to his house.  Most people wanted nothing to do with him because he was a hated tax-collector.  When he got home, Zacchaus told his servants to prepare a big dinner for Jesus.  As Jesus was visiting, Zacchaus began to think of all the wrong things he had done and how he had cheated people and taken their money.  He began to feel very sorry.  He decided to listen to the instructions of Jesus, receive his love and ask for forgiveness…Zacchaeus proved his heart was different when he changed his ways.


So Zacchaeus said to Jesus, “I’m going to give half of what I own to the poor.  And to the people I’ve cheated, I will pay them back four times as much.”


Then Jesus told Zacchaus that God had forgiven him, and that salvation had come to his house.  His sins were forgiven, and he was a new creation.  He now had a new life in Jesus!


How do we know that Zacchaeus repented of his sins?  “Repent” means to turn around, change direction, stop going the old wrong way, and start going the new right way.  It’s not just feeling bad for doing something we know is wrong, or wishing we hadn’t gotten caught.  “Repent” means taking the wrong that we did, and with God’s help, making it right again.  We start by understanding that God loves us even when we’ve done wrong.  Then we need to ask for forgiveness from God and other people.  We also need to take action to make right what we did wrong.  And finally, we have to make a decision not to do the wrong we did again.  That’s what Zacchaeus did.


When we realize how much God loves us, and believe that Jesus died on the cross to save us, we will want to repent and completely turn away from sin.  We become a new creation and find new life in Jesus just like Zacchaeus did.
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BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: 


“Hold onto instructions, do not let it go. Guard it well, for it is your life.” Proverbs 4:13





ACTIVITY:


Give the children some construction paper and markers and let them draw a picture of a tree…with THEM on a tree limb…just like Zacchaeus was up in a tree…waiting for Jesus! Let the children retell their own story of how they received Jesus…how they asked him into their own hearts. If they haven’t done so already, pray with them to receive Jesus just like Zacchaeus did…so they will know his Love and Forgiveness, too! (If you would prefer, make additional copies of the attached color sheet and let the children tell their own story instead.








RETURN:  Return to the Life Group and tell the basic elements of the story of Zacchaeus with the help of their pictures.  Recite their Bible Memory Verse.  The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.





“Zacchaeus Chooses Jesus!


(Based on Luke 19:1-10)








