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OVERVIEW: Children will learn that God wants people love each other with the same love that God has for them!
PREPARATION: You will need some markers and sheets of construction paper, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

ICE BREAKER: Who is your very best friend? Do you have more than one best friend? What is his/her name?
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: 1 John 4:7
READ: “Best Friends Forever?”
Bible Story (On the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1. In the story, two very good friends were fighting. Have you every gotten angry with a friend? How did you handle it? 

2. God wants us to forgive. How can we forgive someone who has hurt us?  (We must remember what Jesus did for us on the cross. Jesus forgave our sins and gave us a new life.)
3. What happens when the person who hurts us will not stop his or her bad behavior? (We can forgive others, even when they won’t forgive us. We can not always fix relationships, but we can forgive and release them and let go of the past. )
4. What happens if we refuse to forgive others? (God promises to forgive our sins if we forgive the sins of others against us. If we do not forgive others, God will not forgive us; forgiving others is a very important way of showing love and trust in God.)




What’s wrong with Justin and Brandon?!?

Mr. Porter, the school Principal, could not believe his eyes. Justin and Brandon could not be fighting! Justin and Brandon were best friends, and they were always laughing, talking, and playing together. They loved to trade baseball cards and especially play football at recess. Sometimes they even sat together in the cafeteria so they could trade food from their lunch boxes, since their moms often put in an extra snack to share. No one could believe that they were fighting—not Justin and Brandon!

“Break it up!” shouted Mr. Porter. “Let’s go to my office right now!” A moment later, Justin and Brandon were sitting in Mr. Porter’s office with their heads down. “What in the world is wrong with you boys?” asked Mr. Porter in a sharp tone. “You are such good friends, and you are good students. I cannot believe that the two of you were fighting.”

“He started it!” said Justin. “I was minding my own business.”

“No, you started it,” Brandon insisted. “I didn’t do anything! And what you said about my sister was not funny.” 

Mr. Porter listened as the boys told the rest of their story. Apparently, Justin had said something that was not nice about Brandon’s sister and Brandon became very angry. “I’m very sorry” said Justin sadly. “I was just kidding around. I didn’t mean any harm. I’m sorry.” Brandon sat 
quietly for a moment. “It’s all right,” said Brandon. “I know you didn’t mean it. I guess I shouldn’t have pushed you like that, either.” 

Mr. Porter explained that the boys would be punished, and he warned them not to fight again. “We expect you boys to behave well at school. Your parents will be very disappointed to hear about this. We do not expect you to handle disagreements by fighting.”
That evening, Justin and Brandon were both punished at home for their poor choices. Each of the boys promised to forgive the other and each of their parents explained the importance of forgiveness. Justin’s parents explained that God forgives us when we forgive others, and Brandon’s parents talked to him about controlling his anger. 

The very next day at school, Justin and Brandon were laughing together and playing football at recess. Both boys asked each other for forgiveness and both boys received forgiveness from each other.

They never brought up the fight they had with each other again. Brandon forgot all about what Justin had said, and Justin forgot about the way Brandon had become angry and pushed him.

Justin and Brandon forgave each other and remained best friends until this very day.

Is there someone you may have had a fight with or someone that you have said unkind words to that you need to ask their forgiveness? Have you said something disrespectful or unkind to your parents? Now would be a great time to ask their forgiveness and ask the Lord to help you then next time you are tempted to say or do something wrong. When you ask for forgiveness or give someone else forgiveness, you are showing God’s love in a wonderful way…a way that makes God so happy and so proud of you!
[image: image3.png]Won't Let Got




BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Let us love one another, for love comes from God.” 1 John 4:7





PRAYER and Craft Activity:  Make a special card for someone you love…your best friend, your Mom or Dad or even your brother or sister. You can send it in the mail or give it to him/her the next time you see them. Showing God’s love is a great thing! Be sure you say kind words and forgive quickly, whenever you and someone you love have a disagreement. Making a special card reminding someone how much you love and appreciate them is a great way to show God’s love!





Let each child say a special prayer for the person for which they are making the card…thanking God for them!





RETURN:  Have the children return to the Life Group and recite their Bible Memory Verse. Have the children display the card they made for that special person/s. The children then join the adults in the prayer and fellowship time.





“Best Friends Forever???”


(Based on 1 John 4:7)








