Love Completely! 
Life Group Agenda for the week of Oct 4-10, 2009
**Because of the “For Further Study” section on the back of the agenda, everyone in the group should have an agenda.

WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “If you could spend an evening with anyone who has lived in the last 1,000 years, who would it be? Why? What would you talk about?” (Someone other than Jesus or your spouse). This week, we are in the midst of a series called, “One Month to Live” where we are asking, “If you had just one month to live, what would be different about how you live your life?” This series is our Fall Spiritual Growth Emphasis for 2009. Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.
WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

Show the DVD with the message from Pastor Dennis for Week 3
WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. 
We are relational creatures. We are created to live in relationship with God and others; to connect. Everyone knows that relationships can be beautiful and messy, they bring great joy and sometimes great heartache, great satisfaction and great frustration. But when it’s all said and done and our lives near the end, the stuff we accumulated, the amount of money we made, and the awards and accolades we received mean nothing in comparison to the people we loved and the relationships in which we invested. That’s why we need to love completely.
Read I John 3:16 & 4:7-11
1. How do these passages define love?
2. What is the connection between the love God has for us and the love we have for others? Where does our motivation to love come from?
Read Ephesians 4:32 & Colossians 3:13
3. We are commanded to forgive; to release others from a debt they cannot pay. How does this image affect your understanding of forgiveness?
4. In these passages we are instructed to forgive in the same way that God forgave us. What does this reveal about the extent to which we are called to forgive others?
Read I Corinthians 13:4-7
5.  What is the root of our relational conflict? How do you handle relational conflict? How would knowing you had one month to live change the way you handle conflict?

6. What are some ways we can apply the I Corinthians 13 definition of love to our relationships? 
7. How can we pray for you this week?
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.
1. Who in your life is difficult for you to love? Identify and list some ways you can be more loving towards them and communicate that love to them.
2. This week in the One Month to Live book, we are reading Days 9-15.
3. Our Fall Family Festivals are coming up on Oct 31st. We are currently collecting candy at each of our campuses. If you would like to volunteer in some other way as well, contact your community or campus pastor. 
4. Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
For further personal study:
1. Read John 13:34-35.


a. What does verse 34 reveal about the connection that followers



of Christ should have with one another?

b. By what standard is Jesus characterizing His true disciples in



verse 35?


c. In terms of your personal relationships, what would change



about them if you began to love each other the way Christ has



first loved you?

If you knew you had one month to live, how might that motivate you to

know the love of God more? How might that change the way you loved

the people in your life?

2. Read Matthew 18:21-35.


Ancient Jewish teaching only required someone to forgive another


three times. When Peter asks Jesus if forgiving someone seven times


was sufficient, he was going above and beyond that which was


required and in a sense boasting about his spiritual piety. Jesus answers


with a figure of speech (“seventy-seven times,” or better translated


“seventy times seven”) meaning your forgiveness should be unlimited.


He then illustrates the idea of forgiveness by telling this parable.


a. How is God’s forgiveness towards us and our responsibility to



forgive others illustrated through the characters of the parable?


b. What does this parable reveal about human beings’ natural



tendency to accept forgiveness from someone else but not



extend the same forgiveness to others?

What prohibits us from forgiving others the way God has forgiven us? If

you knew you had one month to live, who would you need to forgive?

Who would you need to ask forgiveness from?

3. Read Ephesians 4:26-27.


a. Does this passage forbid us from becoming angry?


b. Why does verse 26 command us to not “let the sun go down”



while we are angry?


c. What does it mean to give the devil a “foothold”? How is this



connected with resolving relational conflict?
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