Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 - Aug. 2nd – Aug. 8th, 2009
“ATTITUDE Check”
OVERVIEW: Children will learn that in order to truly worship God, they must have the right attitude in their hearts.  They need to use their talents in the House of the Lord.  

PREPARATION: You will need at least 20 paper/Styrofoam cups to be used for building a wall, paper and markers, cookies or candy for each child, a hat to pull names from, your Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. (This is a notebook that is kept by the Cell Leader and brought to the group each week. In it are written the prayer requests of the children.)

BIBLE STORY & VERSES: 1 Kings 5-8 & Psalm 127:1
ICEBREAKER: Ask: Tell about a time when you tried to build something and needed help.
READ: “Solomon, the Builder” Bible Story (on the other side)
Discussion:
1. Who was in charge of building the temple? (King Solomon) 
2. How many years did it take to build the temple? (7)
3. When Solomon dedicated the temple, what filled the temple? (The presence of God, Himself)
4. God’s word says we are _______of the Holy Spirit? (Temples) 

5.  What makes our church a special place? (God’s presence)
LIFE APPLICATION: 

1. Are you a temple where God dwells (lives)? 
2. Name some things you like about Celebration Church. Ex: leaders, music, pastor, children’s church, your friends, cell meetings, worship….)
3. How do you feel inside when you come to church? (Peace, freedom, love, fun, glad friends are here, welcomed, excitement . . .)
4. The Church is God’s house where we come to meet Him. How can we show we love Him? (Be faithful to attend, bring others with us, keep it clean, give our tithes and offerings, and pray for church members and others . . .) 
5.  Can Pastor Dennis preach the sermon & rock the babies & teach Bible Study & mop the floors & visit people in the hospital all by himself or do we all need to do our part?

5. Name a talent the Lord has blessed you with to serve Him in the House of the Lord. Are you using it?

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “If the Lord doesn’t build the house, the builders are working for nothing.”  Psalm 127:1 

(New Century Version)

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY: Write each child’s name on a piece of paper and put it in a hat.  Memorize and review the Bible Memory Verse until everyone knows it well.  Talk about how everyone has talents and abilities to give so that the church can run smoothly.  Stress how one person cannot do all the work alone; it takes everyone doing his part.  Illustrate doing our part by pulling two names from the hat.  The first child whose name was pulled must stand and say the first half of the Memory Verse (up to the comma.)  The second child must say the rest of the verse.  Replace the names and repeat the activity several times.  Remind the children that the verse was incomplete until both children did their part.

ACTIVITY: “STACK THE TEMPLE” 
Directions: Give one child one minute to stack as many of the paper cups as quickly as they can, making a temple wall.  After everyone has had a turn, divide the children up in teams of two and let them build together and see if they do a better job as a team or alone.  Explain that having someone’s help always makes the job quicker and easier. 

Another Option ~ if you have time: set out ten cups, hiding a piece of candy or cookie under one of the cups and have one child try to guess which cup it’s under.  If they guess correctly, they win two pieces of candy/cookie.  If they guess incorrectly, they get one candy/cookie for being cooperative. 

RETURN: Return to the Life Group with the names in the hat.  Pull out two names and play the Bible Verse Memory Game a few times.  Tell the adults that the children learned about how King Solomon built the temple.  Explain that everyone had a job to do and did their best.  Tell them that the children, too, have a job to do at church. They can invite a friend, pick up paper or empty cups they seen on the ground around church, pray for other church members and the staff, bring their tithes and offerings, be faithful in attending worship and cell meetings, participate with their parents during outreach events, etc.  Explain that we need everyone to do their part in making God’s house, the church, a place that welcomes the presence of God.

“SOLOMON, THE BUILDER”
        (Based on 1 Kings 5-8)

Ask: “Have you ever watched a house being built in your neighborhood?”  (Allow for responses). It doesn’t happen overnight;  building a home involves following a blueprint and paying attention to details.  A lot must be remembered in order for the building project to go smoothly.


Building a church is a big job, too.  Solomon was the wisest man that ever lived.  Solomon was also a man of peace.  Because he was not a warrior, he was chosen to do a special project for God to build the Temple or church of God. When King Solomon began building a temple for God, he had a lot of details to consider, but God had already given his father, David, the building plans several years before.  Now it was time to being the construction.


Solomon wanted to build this temple exactly as God wanted it. Every detail was to be worked out with great care.  This would take a lot of time, work and money, but Solomon knew it was necessary to build the temple correctly.


God gives each of us special abilities to work for Him. Sometimes our abilities may not seem special or important to us, but doing what we can for God is very important to Him.  When we do our part, the whole job is a lot easier.


A lot of people were needed to do special jobs for the temple.  Each one was hired to do the thing he knew best.  No one can do everything by himself. In order for any group to be successful, everyone must work together in a spirit of cooperation and help each other.  Each person has different talents and abilities.  When we find something we like to do or are good at, we should become the best we can be at that job.


It took the workers 7 years to build the magnificent temple.  But Solomon’s Temple wasn’t built for people.  It was built for the Lord’s presence—a place where the people of Israel could go and meet with Him.  Can you image how excited the Israelites must have been as they watched the beautiful temple being built?  Now they would have a special place of worship where all of them could meet with the Lord.


When the temple was finally finished, Solomon gathered all the leaders of Israel together at Jerusalem. It was time to dedicate the new temple to God. While the people were worshiping, a wonderful thing happened.  God’s presence was so strong in the temple, that the priests could not go inside to continue their priestly duties.  They knew God was pleased with the temple because He visited them.


We are privileged to have a place where we can come and worship God. Our church building has been set aside for God and we should respect it.  When we as Christians gather to worship, God’s presence fills our church.  When we come to church with the wrong attitude in our hearts, God’s presence cannot fill the church.  It will then become just another building where people gather.  No matter how pretty it may be on the outside, it is worthless because God is not present.  Its builders have labored in vain. But, if we come to church with the attitude of wanting to worship God and learn about Him, His presence will be there.  God is always ready to meet with those who love Him.


God wants to meet with us.  He is not an impersonal “force” out in space.  He is a personal God who wants to have a daily relationship with us. God’s word says we are temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19).  God’s presence comes to live inside us when we ask Jesus to be our Savior.  We are like a temple in that way. That is why we should respect and care for our bodies.  God wants to live within every person.  He will come to live within you if you’ll let him.
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