Kid’s Slot – Aug. 30th – Sept. 5th, 2009 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1   
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OVERVIEW: The children will learn that it is better to listen and obey God instead of making excuses.

PREPARATION: You will need a small lightweight ball.  You will also need your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Luke 14:16-24 and Hebrews 3:15

ICEBREAKER:  Have the children share with the group about the best birthday party their parents ever had for them!  After each child has shared ask:  What would happen if you had this terrific birthday party all planned and no one showed up?  How would you feel?

ACTIVITY:  Have the children scatter around the room.  Say:  Today, we are going to play “But I’ve got a GOOD EXCUSE” game.  When you catch the ball that will be your turn to share with the group an excuse that you might use for something you don’t want to do:  Remember to be creative and even silly, if you want to!!  (Toss the ball around the room until each child gets a turn to think up an excuse for each problem.)

· Why you didn’t turn in your homework…

· Why you didn’t clean up your room…

· Why you hit your brother/sister…

· Why you want to stay home from school or church…

· Why you need to stay up later than your bedtime…

· Why you’re not spending time in prayer and reading the Bible…

After everyone is finished making up excuses, put the ball away.  Gather the children and have them sit down in a circle.
Say:  There’s a story in the Bible about excuses, too.  Listen closely as I read it to you.
READ:  Luke 14:16-24.

Then ask:  Why did people make excuses instead of going to the party?  (They didn’t care; they were too busy; they thought they would be invited to another party on another day and could go then; they were selfish; they were lazy; they didn’t realize the importance of the party.)

Say:  Let’s say that the person giving the party wasn’t just a school friend, but it was Jesus.  And let’s say it wasn’t a birthday party that He wanted you to come to, but He wanted you to come and be a part of His kingdom—to give your life to Him and be with Him in heaven.

QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1. How do you think Jesus feels when people make excuses for not following Him and becoming part of His kingdom?  (He is sad and disappointed)
2. What kind of excuses do people make to keep from following Jesus?  (Let the kids think of excuses on their own.  Here’s a few if they get stuck.)

(It’s too hard to be good…I’ll follow Him when I get older…You have to give up some fun things to follow Jesus…I don’t like to go to church…My friends will think I’m a goody-goody…It’s more fun doing things my way…Christians are nerds.)

Say:  Kids, God never promises us tomorrow.  When God calls us to follow Him, the Bible says that we must do it immediately and not give Him an excuse why you can’t.  Has God told you to do something and you still haven’t obeyed, but have given Him an excuse?  Think about something in your life that you need to obey God about but haven’t as of yet. (Let the kids share with you about something they have been making excuses for.  Go around the circle asking each child, allowing them time to answer each question.)

Here are a few suggestions---

· Giving your heart to Jesus [ask:  what are you waiting for?]

· Getting baptized [ask:  what are you waiting for?]

· Obeying your parents [ask:  What are you waiting for?]

· Being nice to your brother/sister [ask:  What are you waiting for?]

· Doing your best in school [ask:  What are you waiting for?]

· Telling your friends about Jesus [ask:  What are you waiting for?]

Say:  Making an excuse is the same thing as saying NO!  In the Bible story, the people who Jesus invited to His party (to be saved and join His kingdom) gave an excuse to Jesus’ invitation.  In reality, they said NO and never gave their hearts to Jesus.  When these people stood before God when they died, their excuses didn’t do them any good.  They were not allowed to enter heaven, because they gave Jesus an excuse on earth and never followed Him. They were not saved and were not part of God’s kingdom.  How about you?
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What to include in your “Tool Box of Ideas” for Toddlers and 1st – 4th graders during Kid’s Slot! 

What is a “Tool Box” for kids? A “Tool Box” is a metaphor for the supplies and ideas that can be used as a supplement or an alternative to your Kid’s Slot in your Life Group. 

 Each week a Kid’s Slot Agenda is available either from our website or can be picked up next to the Life Group Leader’s Mailboxes. If the Kid’s Slot leader chooses not to use that lesson or wants to add some variety to the Kid’s Slot time, try supplying the Life Group Host/Hostess with the following ideas, in a large plastic tub with a lid. 
As you rotate houses, simply bring the Tool Box with you, from house to house. If the person who is supposed to lead the Kid’s Slot Agenda is absent during their turn, a “substitute” can be easily recruited and supplied with a tool box, which is filled with creative alternatives for ministry to the children, especially when your Life Group has children with a large age range. Begin now, to train the older children how to minister to and serve the younger children by having them assist with the activities/lessons. This is a great way to build community within your Life Group.
· Puzzles  - for preschoolers and elementary children
· Christian stories on DVD; Veggietales, etc.
· Drawing paper and markers – coloring books and crayons

· Building Blocks or Lego’s
· Christian story books 

· Bible search books and pencils

· Foam, Nerf or large bouncing ball

· Plastic dishes and spoons

· Drinking straws cut in half to thread on shoe laces

· Plastic multi-colored eggs

· Make a scrap book with pictures from old magazines and add appropriate Bible verses. Glue sticks and kid safe scissors are needed

· Have the children role play different people from the Bible and let the others guess who they are

· Children love to play Simon Says – but call it “Jesus Says”

· Bring a puppet to tell a familiar Bible Story and let the children ask the puppet questions

· Keep your eye open at garage sales for preschool and children’s toys

· Bring a sheet or quilt for the children to sit on – when you bring it out, you would be surprised how the children get excited and gather together to sit down for your lesson/activity time.

The ideas are limitless. Just use your imagination. The key to ministering to children is showing them that you care by giving them your time and attention! 
For questions or suggestions, feel free to contact Julie Boudreaux, Minister to Children and Families at julieb@celebraitonchurch.org or phone her at 504.831.9673.

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:  “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.”  Hebrews 3:15





PRAYER:  	Close in prayer, saying:  Lord, we all make up excuses for not doing the things we should do.  Give us the courage and willingness to follow you, no matter what!  If there is a child in this circle who has been making excuses for not listening to you, I pray that you touch his or her heart and open his or her ears to hear you calling.  Amen.





RETURN TO THE LIFE GROUP:  Return to the Life Group and have the children tell the story about the party and how people told Jesus NO and would not attend.  Share with the adults that the children learned to say “Yes” to Jesus when He calls them.  Recite the Bible Memory verse and join in the prayer and fellowship.








