Taking it to the Next Level! 
Life Group Agenda for the week of August 23-29, 2009
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “What is the most sentimentally valuable item you own and why is it valuable to you?” We are in a series called, “Life Wide Open” where we are going to study various passages to learn how we can move from being “consumer” Christians to “Living Life Wide Open” Christians. This series continues our year-long study of the Gospel of Luke. Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.
WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read Luke 9:23-26. 
The Marines have a new billboard campaign. It reads, “We don’t accept applications, only commitments.” Commitment can be defined as “the act of binding yourself to a course of action.” In the passage we are discussing today, we see where Jesus makes a statement that is not altogether unlike the Marine statement. It takes commitment (a binding course of action) to follow him. 
1. What does Jesus tell people to do if they want to follow him? Why would that NOT appeal to people?

2. How did you experience salvation?

3. What has it been like for you to follow Jesus? How has it affected your life, relationships, choices, etc.? 
4. What do you think it means to “deny yourself and take up your cross daily?” 
5. What are some ways that we exhibit selfishness? How can we rid our lives of selfishness? 
6. In the icebreaker we talked about the most sentimentally valuable item in our lives. Could you “let go” of that item if you had to in order to follow Jesus? How hard would it be? 
7. How can we help you increase your level of commitment to Christ?
8. How can we pray for you this week?
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.
1. Increasing your level of commitment to Christ means not being ashamed of him. Do the people in your life (neighbors, co-workers, family) know that you are a Christian? What are some ways you can let Christ live through you in their midst? 
2. Life Groups are the way we are going to reach our city for Christ. Has your group set a future multiplication date and enlisted a multiplication leader?
3. Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.
(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
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