Kid’s Slot ~ July 5th – July 11th, 2009
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OVERVIEW:  Children will be taught about God’s love for them and showing their love for Him. 

PREPARATION: An NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. 







BIBLE REFERENCES/VERSES: Luke 7:36-50, John 3:16 & Romans 5:8

ICEBREAKER: “Can you think of one special thing that you would like to happen?” (Fly in a Hot air balloon, go to Disney World, have a new brother or sister, a “straight “A” report card…) 

READ: Read the story “We Love Him, We Love Him Not”

Discussion Questions:
1.  What was the name of the Pharisee who invited Jesus to eat with Him? (Simon)

2. What happened after Jesus sat down to eat? (A sinful woman came in and knelt in front of him and began to clean His feet and to kiss them.)
3. What did Simon think to himself when he saw the woman kissing the feet of Jesus? (He thought that if Jesus were a real prophet, He would know that the woman was a sinner.)  

4. Whom did Jesus say would love him the most? (The one who is forgiven the most.)

Ministry Time:

1. Our sin was so expensive that it cost God His only Son to “buy us back.” How much do you think God loves us?
2. Have you ever wanted to do something for someone that you loved but were afraid that the person may not want to receive it? How did that make you feel?  
3. How much do you love Jesus? Do you Him enough to give him your worship? 

Activity: Jesus Is….
This is a great way to remind everyone about Jesus by going through the alphabet, praising him – letter by letter. The first child starts by saying, “Jesus is….AWESOME” – choosing a word beginning with “a,” such as “awesome” or “almighty.” Have the next child say a word about Jesus starting with the letter “b,” such as “beautiful” or “blessing” Play until you have gone through the entire alphabet.

Rapping for Jesus:

Have the children practice their memory verse to the tune/rhythm of a rap song. When they have practiced it and know the rhythm well enough let them sing it for the rest of the cell group. This should be an interesting way to learn the memory verse this week.
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  

John 3:16

Return to the Life Group:

Have the children return to the Life Group and “rap” (recite) their Bible Memory Verse.  Have the leader explain a little bit about the lesson and how much God loves us. The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.
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“We Love Him, We Love Him Not”
(Based on Luke 7:36-50)


Do you know what love is? Sure, most of us think we know, but do we really know? Some people think it’s the gushy, warm feeling you get when you’re eating your favorite cookie or playing your favorite video game, but is that it? You may love ice cream or love going to Disney World, but that’s still not real love.

Love is something we feel toward someone that makes us want to do something nice for them, not because they need it or deserve it, but just because we want to.

Think of your parents: they go to work and make money so they can buy clothes and food for YOU. They love you so much they want to do things for you. But would your love for them allow you to give away something that meant the world to you---something precious and valuable to you? Let’s look at a story from the Bible where a sinful woman wanted to show Jesus how much she loved Him for what He had done for her:

One day a Pharisee, one of the religious people in Israel, came to Jesus and asked Him to have supper at his house. The Pharisee’s name was Simon.

After Jesus sat down to eat, a woman who had lived a sinful life heard that Jesus was at Simon’s house. She came into the house with a bottle of very expensive perfume. She knelt in front of Jesus’ feet and began to cry. As she cried, her tears fell on His feet and she wiped them with her hair. After she wiped the tears away, she kissed His feet and poured the perfume on them.

When Simon the Pharisee saw this, he said to himself, “If this Man were a prophet he would know the kind of woman that was touching him and kissing His feet--- she is a sinner.”

Jesus knew what he was thinking. He said to Simon, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” Simon said, “All right, Teacher, speak.” Jesus said, “There was a man who loaned money to two men. To one he loaned $5,000 and to the other, he loaned $500.  When the two men were unable to repay him, the man forgave both of them, telling them to keep the money. Which of the two men would love the generous man the most?” Simon answered, “I would suppose the man 
who was forgiven the most money.”

“You are correct, Simon. Do you see this woman? When I came into your home, you didn’t offer to wash the dust off My feet. But she has cleansed My feet with her tears and wiped them dry with her hair. You did not kiss me ‘hello’ as our people do, but she has not stopped kissing My feet.  You did not give me oil to place on my head, but she has poured her expensive perfume on My feet. Yes, although she has many sins, her sins have been forgiven, for she loves Me a great deal. For the one who is forgiven little, loves little, and the one who is forgiven much, loves much.

Then Jesus spoke to the woman and said, “Your sins are forgiven.” When the men at the table with Simon heard this, they began to say to one another, “Who does this Man think that He is? How can He go around forgiving people of their sins?”

And Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”

The woman in this story never said a word, but what she did spoke loudly. She knew that she was going to be made fun of in a Pharisee’s house, but she didn’t care. All she wanted was to show how much she loved Jesus and wanted to be forgiven by Him. She understood that she was a sinner, but Simon forgot that he was one, too, and showed Jesus no love and no care.

Remember that love is something that we feel toward someone that makes us want to do something for that person. Of course, we can tell someone we love them or want to spend time with them, or even give gifts to them.  Those are all ways to express our love. The Bible says in Romans 5:8, “But God shows his own love for us is this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

God loved us so much that He sent Jesus to die on the cross. Shouldn’t we love Him so much that we give Him our love and worship?

Like the two men in Jesus’ story, we will never be able to pay the Lord back for what He has done for us, but we can and should give Him our love and worship. It is because He needs it? No. It’s because He deserves it.

