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OVERVIEW: Children will learn about persistent faith in God.

PREPARATION: You will need a small, soft pillow or a balloon that is blown up, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Mark 5:21-43, Mark 5:36

ICEBREAKER: Ask: What do your parents say to you to make you take notice and come to attention?  Does it always work?

READ: “THE WOMAN AND THE LITTLE GIRL”

Bible Story (on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1. What was the name of the synagogue official that came to Jesus?  (Jairus)
2. Why did he come to Jesus?  (So Jesus could heal his sick daughter)
3. What happened as Jesus began to walk in the crowd?  (A woman came up and touched His robe.)  What happened to her?  (She was healed.)
4. When Jesus got to Jairus’ house, what was going on?  (People were crying and yelling because the little girl had died)
5. What did Jesus say to the little girl?  (Little girl, get up!)
 LIFE APPLICATION:  (Encourage the children to share what’s on their hearts.)

1. Jairus knew that Jesus could heal his daughter.  Have you ever gone to God in prayer and knew that He would do it?  What did you pray for?  What happened?

2. Sometimes fear can rob us of faith.  Have you ever been fearful and were robbed of faith?  What were you praying for?

3. The woman that was healed by touching Jesus’ robe did not give up until she received her answer to prayer.  What can you do to help yourself not give up before you get your answer to your prayer?
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After Jesus had left the country of the Gerasenes, He got back into a boat and came to the other side of the lake.  When He got there, a multitude of people (that’s a bunch of folks) came to Him and He began to teach them.


A Jewish leader, named Jairus, made his way through the crowd.  When he saw Jesus, he fell at Jesus’ feet and begged Him to come to his house where his little girl had been very sick.  He said to Jesus, “My little daughter is nearly dead; please come and lay your hands on her so that she will get well.”  As Jesus turned to go with the man, a large crowd began to follow Him and to press in on Him.


Now in the crowd there was a woman who had been very sick for a long time.  She was so sick that she had spent all of her money on different doctors, and none of them were able to help her; in fact, she had gotten worse.  She had heard about all the miracles that Jesus had done.  She came up behind Jesus while He walked by and touched the edge of His robe.  She said to herself, “If I can just touch His clothes, I will get well, I know it!”  Suddenly, her bleeding stopped!  She was healed!  Jesus stopped and turned around to see who it was that had touched Him, because He felt power leaving Him.  He asked, “Who touched my robe?!” The disciples came up to Jesus and said, “Lord, there are hundreds of people here who have touched you.  What do you mean, Who touched me?”

But Jesus kept looking into the crowd for the person who had touched Him.  Can you imagine Jesus walking through the crowd trying to find out who touched Him?  I wonder what the other people thought?


But the woman who was healed came and fell before Jesus and began to tell Him the story of how she had spent all of her money to get well and was still not well.  She then told Him that she was healed after she touched His robe.  Jesus said to her, “Daughter, it is your faith that has healed you; go in peace and be healed of your sickness.”   While Jesus was speaking to the woman, a message came to Jairus:  “Your little girl has died.  Do not bother the Teacher any longer.”  Jesus, after hearing the message to Jairus, told him, “Do not be afraid; keep on believing.”  And off they went to see the little girl.  What would you do if someone told you that somone you loved had died. But that Jesus told you to just keep on believing….and not be afraid. Would you stop believing Jesus?  (NO WAY!)


When Jesus arrived at Jairus’ house, He saw that there were all kinds of people crying and yelling over the little girl.  Jesus told them, “Why are you making all of that noise?  The girl is not dead, but is sleeping.”  The people began to make fun of what Jesus said because they knew that the little girl was dead.  Jesus then took Jairus and his wife and entered the room where the girl was lying.  Jesus walked over to the girl and said, “Little girl, get up!”  And suddenly the girl’s eyes opened!  She was alive!!  Her parents were amazed at what Jesus had done for them.  Jesus told them that they needed to give her something to eat.


Sometimes when we pray it and seems as if God is too busy to come to our rescue.  But often times it’s because we do not pray in faith, believing that He will do whatever it is we asked.  Remember that Jairus came to Jesus and asked Him to heal his daughter.  Jairus knew that Jesus could heal his daughter, so Jesus left all of those people to go and help him.  Faith gets God’s attention.  Faith also releases God’s power.  If we could just ask that woman who was healed when she touched Jesus’ robe or Jairus and his wife who got their little girl back ~ they would tell us! When we pray in faith, God is NEVER too busy to help.

Isn’t Jesus wonderful?
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Jesus told the synagogue ruler, ‘Do not be afraid; just believe.”  Mark 5:36








ACTIVITY:  “Lots of Laughs”


This game is sure to tickle your fancy.  Have the children sit in a circle.  Tell the kids that when you toss the inflated balloon or pillow into the air, everyone has to laugh-and keep laughing-while the balloon or pillow is airborne.  As soon as the balloon or pillow touches the ground, everyone must stop laughing.  Anyone caught giggling after the balloon or pillow touches the ground must hop around the circle once.  As the game progresses, you will be tickled to see how much harder it becomes to stop laughing on cue.





Prayer Activity:  Have the children get in a circle and pray for one another.  Ask the Lord to help the children to have enough faith in Him to answer their prayers.  Ask the children to think of someone to bring with them next week.  Pray for the ones they plan to invite.





RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Have the children recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Have a child tell the story of the woman that was healed and have another child tell the story about the little girl that was healed.  Both Jairus and the woman had faith in the Lord and His ability to heal.  The children will then join in the prayer and fellowship time.





“THE WOMAN AND THE LITTLE GIRL”


(Based on Mark 5:21-43)
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