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OVERVIEW: The children will learn that when you do good things for the kingdom of God, it points the way to Jesus. We need to let our “lights” shine for Jesus!
PREPARATION: You will need a flashlight, an NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Luke 8:16-18; Matthew 5:14-16
ICEBREAKER:  Name some reasons you would need a flashlight. (Ex:  power goes out, going camping, looking into a dark place to fix something or find something, playing games outside in the dark, at a Lock-In or slumber party…)
Read: Be the Light! (Story on the other side)
Questions to ask:

1. Why does Jesus say He is like light?

(Because he is always good…always does what’s right…Jesus “shows” the way by showing us the way – just like a light shows the way in the darkness!)

2. What happens when we make good choices? What does that tell people about us? (It tells people that the light of Jesus is in us and we are being like Jesus.)
3. Are you letting your light shine for Jesus?  Do the “Let it Shine” Activity next.
Let It Shine!

Activity: Pass around the flashlight to each child…if you would like to darken the room a bit…that is fine…just be sure the room isn’t completely dark. Let the children share ways they can let their own “light” shine for Jesus. As each child thinks of a way, let them shine the flashlight all over the walls and ceiling of the room (be careful that the children don’t shine the light into someone’s eyes). The list is endless….here are a few examples:
· Show good manners; Say yes sir and no sir, etc.

· Help people in need

· Doing chores at home without being asked first
· Read your Bible

· Pray for others

· Help your brother or sister
· Be kind to someone who as been mean to you
· Pray for your school over the summer, especially the kids who always got in trouble or gave YOU trouble
· Outreach Activity: Pick up litter at Lafreiere Park next weekend from 8:00 – 10:00 am with other Uptown children
· There are no wrong answers…let all the children share…you may even want to sing the song “This Little Light of Mine!”


Be a Light
Jesus came into the world and told us “He” was the light of the world.  He came to bring the light of truth so all people could see what was evil and what was good. Jesus is the real light…because in Jesus, there is darkness…no sin! Wherever Jesus went, he showed his light from place to place and from person to person. People were attracted to Jesus…and came from far and wide, often walking miles and miles, just to hear him speak! 
Jesus never did one bad thing…not once. He was always did what was right. Sometimes, we want to do what’s right, but we sometimes make wrong choices and that is called sin…sin is like a darkness that we aren’t proud of…sometimes we even try to hide our sins so no one will know what we’ve done, but Jesus sees it all…and he forgives it all, if we ask him. Jesus wants us to be a “light” to our friends, showing them the right way, the way to follow Jesus. Just because we sometimes mess up, doesn’t mean we can’t be a light. Jesus forgives us and let’s us try again to make good choices.
When we make good choices, we’re glad to have everyone see us do them…in fact, we feel pretty good about doing what’s right, and we should! It’s like shining our light for everyone to see…that makes us happy and it makes Jesus happy! If we do what is right and good we don’t mind everyone seeing us or having the light turned on us.

When they see us, the are seeing “Jesus” in us! Wow! Isn’t that awesome!
In John 8:12, Jesus says, “I am the light of the world. “ 
When you chose the light, then Jesus turns on the power in your life.  (Take the flashlight and turn it on and off again to show the contrast of being a light and being in darkness.)

Jesus is like light to show us the truth so we will not sin.  When we walk in truth our light shines to help others find their way to Jesus.

When you come to Jesus, He wants you to shine for Him. There are lots of ways we can “shine” for Jesus! Let’s go discover some ways together.
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RETURN TO THE Life Group:  Have the children return to the Life Group.  Demonstrate the flashlight activity and explain to the adults how Jesus is our light…  Have the children share some of the ways they thought of to let the light of Jesus shine in them. If there is time, pass the flashlight around for the adults to share, too. The children then recite their Bible Memory Verse.  The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time. Remind the parents about the Uptown Kid’s Outreach Activity in Lafreniere Park. Be sure to line up next week’s volunteer to minister to the children during Kid’s Slot.








Bible Memory Verse:  “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in Heaven.” Matthew 5:16




















