Kid’s Slot – June 7th – June 13th, 2009
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Overview:  The children will learn all about heaven and how to look forward to seeing Jesus there!
Preparation:  A Bible, an old white sock, a colored marker or sharpie and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.
Bible Story/Verse: John 14:1-6 and Revelation 21:9-21 

Icebreaker:  What are some of your favorite things about your house?

Discussion Questions: Read “There’s No Place Like Home” Bible Story on the other side and ask the following questions: 

1. What does being a citizen mean? (a person who lives in a certain city)

2. What did Jesus tell His disciples about houses (mansions) in heaven? (He was going to make them ready)

3. Why was Jesus telling His disciples to be happy and not sad? (Because He was going to return one day for them and other believers)

4. What was the name of the city in heaven that Jesus was talking about? (The New Jerusalem)

Life Application:

1.  Have you ever thought about heaven?

2.  Is everybody going to heaven when they die?

3.  If Jesus came back today, would you go to heave and live with Him?

Activity:  “Puppeteer” 

Set up: Take an old while athletic sock and draw facial features on it (eyes, eye brows, nose, mouth, etc.) 

How to Play: Introduce the puppet to the children and let the kids name the puppet. Tell them that your puppet will need help from them with the Bible Memory Verse.  Recite the verse with the children only a few times. Then tell the children to help the puppet with the verse. Play it up by having the puppet make mistakes quoting the verse.  Encourage the children to help your puppet with the verse until the children are quoting it correctly. 

Bible Memory Verse:  

Jesus answered, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life.  No one comes to the Father except though me.”  John 14:6

Prayer:  Ask the children to get in a circle and pray for one another. Ask the children to think of someone to bring with them next week and pray for the people that the children plan to invite. Let the children voice the prayer.

Return to the Life Group:

Have the children return to their Life Group and let the puppet help them recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Share with the group any child who has made a decision for Christ.  The children then join the adults in the time of prayer and fellowship.
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“There’s No Place Like Home”     

From John 14 and Revelation 21

Do you know what being a “citizen” means?  It means a person who lives inside a certain city.  You know what a city is, don’t you?  Of course you do.  If you live in Metairie, then you are a citizen of Metairie.  If you live in New Orleans, then you are a citizen of New Orleans. It’s the same for Houston, or Baton Rouge or Los Angeles or any other city.

Now there are many beautiful cities all over the world. Some have very pretty buildings while others have plain looking buildings and houses. Have you ever visited someone in another city? Maybe it was your grandparents or an aunt or uncle? How about your cousins that you can’t wait to play with? But, even though you have lots of fun, you start missing your own home.  You start thinking about your own house and you really want to go home again….it’s not that you miss your toys or your things; it’s that you miss your home! And…you can’t wait to get home!
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One day, Jesus was telling His disciples that He would soon have to die for the sins of the world and go back to heaven – his home! He did not want them to be sad about that, but happy. Jesus told His disciples, “Don’t let your heart be sad or upset; you believe in God, believe also in Me.  In my Father’s house (heaven) there are many rooms (mansions); if this weren’t true, I would tell you so; but I am going there to make your house ready, so that you can be with Me.”  Jesus also said that He would return to earth one day and take every person who has asked Him into his or her heart back to heaven with Him. When Thomas, one of the disciples asked what was the way to heaven, Jesus said, “I am the Way, and the Truth and the Life; no one can go to the Father without accepting Me.”

Wait a minute. If Jesus went to heaven to make houses ready for us, then is there a city in heaven where we are going to live? Guess what?  There is!

The Bible speaks about a man named John, who was also a disciple of Jesus, who saw a really big city (I mean WAY BIGGER than Kenner or New York City), in heaven. The name of the city was Jerusalem. Hey, isn’t there already a city named Jerusalem? Over there in Israel? Yes, but the one in heaven is called the “New Jerusalem.” The city in heaven is so beautiful. It even has streets paved with gold. This gold is so shiny you can see through it, like glass. There are also twelve gates to the city made of pearls. The walls of the city are made of all kinds of precious stones, like sapphires and emeralds. Whoa!

Also, the city is big…really BIG? It’s 1,400 miles in every direction – length, height and width.  That’s almost half of the size of the entire United States of America!! The city doesn’t need the sun or the moon or any other kind of light to help you see, because the glory of God gives it light.

So, if you want to be a citizen of the city in heaven, Jesus can help you get there. Jesus has already prepared a place for you and already prepared the way for you to go. The way to heaven is through accepting Jesus as your personal Savior and Lord and making him the “Boss of your Life!” Only those who trust Jesus can be sure to have a home in heaven. Have you trusted Jesus? Have you asked him to come into your heart? If you have, praise God! If you haven’t, would you like to pray today to accept Jesus? Pray along with me this prayer and really mean it in your heart:

Dear Lord Jesus,

I know that I am sinful and I need your forgiveness.  I believe You died to pay the price for my sins. I want to turn from my sin and follow you instead. I invite You to come into my heart and life. In Jesus’ name. Amen
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