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 “POPCORN THAT WON’T POP!” [image: image2.png]



OVERVIEW: The children will learn how to make the right choices.

PREPARATION: You will need a bag of microwave popcorn already popped in a bowl, a pen, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE VERSES: Matthew 13:24-30 and 36-43

ICEBREAKER GAME: Ask the children to share with the group about their favorite movie.
Have the children sit in a circle and ask them to listen as you read Matthew 13:24-30.  (Jesus explains the passage further in Matthew 13:36-43….you may want to read that passage before Kid’s Slot begins.)

Ask:

· Who is the man sowing the good seed?  (Jesus)

· Who is the enemy? (The Devil)

· Who are the good seeds, the wheat?  (Those who follow Jesus.)

· Who are the harvesters?  (God’s angels)

· What is the barn? (Heaven)

· In your school or neighborhood, do you know any kids who are troublemakers, any “bad seeds?”  (Those who don’t follow Jesus.)

· Why are they “bad seeds?”  (Because they make bad choices.)


PRAY:  Have the children write down in the Children’s Prayer Notebook two things that are tough for them to say “NO” to.  You may need to help with some suggestions for the younger ones.  Pray, thanking God for watching over the children as they grow.  Read over the list the children wrote.  Ask God to help the children make the right choices so they can grow up and be collected by the angels and brought into God’s barn, which is heaven, when the time is right.

READ:  “COOL GUY” Bible Story (on the other side)



Share the popcorn as you tell the story:
Say:  Let’s pretend something today…let’s pretend there’s this really cool kid at your school.  One day, the teacher leaves the room for a couple of minutes.  This cool kid asks you to come up by the teacher’s desk.  He whispers in your ear that you both ought to move all the teacher’s stuff around and mess up her desk!  This is the first time he has ever asked you to join him in anything.  If you follow along, people will think you are one of the “cool kids” too!  

Ask:  

· What should you do?

· What do you think would happen if you gave in just this once?

· Would it be a “one-time” thing or would there be other times he would ask you to join in the “fun?”  (Let the children share their feelings or tell of a time when they said NO to a difficult situation.)
Say:  To keep from becoming like a “bad seed,” by making bad choices, you are probably going to have to say no to some of your friends who ask you to join them in doing or saying wrong things.  We’re going to pray that God gives you the wisdom to know when to say NO and then be able to walk away!  
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BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:  “Gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.”  Matthew 13:30





ACTIVITY:  


Take out the bowl of popcorn.  Tell the children that they will all share in it after the lesson.  Hold up a piece of “popped corn” and then an “un-popped seed.”  


Say:  I popped this for you today to help explain this lesson.  What do you usually find at the bottom of a bowl of popcorn?  That’s right-popcorn that didn’t pop.  It is as if the popcorn says, “I’m not going to pop, no matter what!”  Of course, the popcorn kernel is hard and has to be thrown away.  The kernel just didn’t do what it was supposed to do and now it is useless.


Although you are not a popcorn kernel, let’s pretend you are.  God made you to POP!!!  Not to sit on the bottom of the bowl and be thrown away.  What do you think are some of the things that God made you for, and why He wants you to POP! for Him?  (To do our best in school, to tell others about Jesus, to be a good friend, to be nice to our brothers and sisters, to listen to our parents, etc…)





Return to the Life Group:  As the children return to the adults in the Life Group, encourage them to share what they learned with the adults using the seeds of popcorn.  Let the children recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Have the children join with the Life Group and share in the fellowship time together. 








“COOL GUY”


(Based on Matthew 13:24-30 and 36-43)








