The Faithful Gardner 
Life Group Agenda for the week of June 14-20, 2009
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “Do you have a garden? What’s in it? We are in the midst of a series called, “Bedtime Stories” where we are looking at the parables of Jesus in the book of Luke. Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.
WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read Luke 13:1-9. 
· We are continuing in our study of the book of Luke and discussing the parables of Jesus. Today, we are discussing the parable known as “The Barren Fig Tree.” The theme of the passage is Repentance and Fruitfulness. Jesus is telling this story for the sake of the people of Israel, but it has modern-day application as well.    
1. Who does the barren fig tree represent? (Israel in Jesus’ day and believers in our day) Who does the caretaker represent and who does the owner represent? (Jesus and God the Father)
2. What does Jesus (or the caretaker) do to try to get the tree to produce fruit?
3. What do you see as the advantages of being a believer or being planted in the Lord’s garden?
4.  How does it make you feel to know that Jesus is interceding for you?
5. Is your life producing fruit for the Lord? What are some instances of that?
6. Is there a need for you to repent for not being fruitful for the Lord? (Look at Galatians 5 where it talks about the fruit of the Spirit) What is your greatest struggle in bearing fruit?
7.  How can we pray for you this week?
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.
1. What impacted you most in the sermon on this subject in the services this past weekend? What are some ways we could share this with those who need to hear?
2. Parent/Child dedication is coming up this Father’s Day Weekend. If you are interested in participating, please contact your community pastor.
3. Saturday, June 27, 2009. All life group leaders and members are invited to have breakfast with Eddie Leo at the Metairie Campus Worship Center from 9-11am. We’ll have a time of praise and worship and hear from one of the prominent cell church pastors in the world. For almost 30 years, Brother Eddie has been pastor of a church in Indonesia where Islam is the dominant religion. You won’t want to miss this time of inspiration and challenge. Contact your campus pastor, community pastor, or the church office to register. 
4. Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.
(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
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