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 “Good or Bad Decision?”  
OVERVIEW: Children will learn that it is important to listen to the “right” advice and not listen to those who tell them to do something wrong!
PREPARATION: You will need copies of the attached “Word Search”, pen or pencils for each child, your Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE VERSE: Luke 23:1-25
ICEBREAKER GAME: Ask the children if they have ever done something a “friend” told them to do…and then they were sorry they listened to that “friend?” Have them explain….you, too!
READ: “Be Careful Whose Advice You Take” on the other side
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1.
Why did Pilate give in to the crowd’s request to have Jesus crucified (He was weak; he didn’t want the crowd of people to turn against him!) 

 2.
Why did Jesus go to the garden that night? (To spend time with his Heavenly Father in prayer.)

3.
What was Pilate going to do after he had Jesus whipped? (He was going to let him go, but the crowds insisted Jesus be crucified, so he gave in to their demands)
4.
Have you wished you would have said NO to something you said YES to? Is it hard to take back a decision once you make it? (Let the children share.)

5.  Jesus will always be with us…even when we have to make tough decisions…be sure you do like Jesus did – spend time with your Heavenly Father and ask HIM what you should do…God will never give you bad advice – never! Pray together as a group.

Activity: Let the children do the following word search puzzle together
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"You are a king, then!" said Pilate. Jesus answered, "You
are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I
was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to
the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me."
John 18:37 (NIV)

Words are taken from John 18:33-37 (NIV).
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Be Careful Whose Advice You Take
The night before Jesus died, he went to pray in the garden with his disciples. It was dark and it was late, but Jesus needed to spend one last time with his Heavenly Father, on his knees in prayer. The disciples had fallen asleep and left Jesus all alone in his time of great need.

It was there that Judas, the disciple who told the soldiers where Jesus was praying that night, met Jesus and turned him over to the soldiers to be arrested. The soldiers grabbed Jesus and tied him up and took Him away to Pontius Pilate the Governor, who was in charge of the people. He made big decisions like a King or a President…he was in charge of all the people in the city, the soldiers – everyone!  
When the soldiers brought Jesus to Pilate he asked if it was true that Jesus claimed to be the King of the Jews? Jesus answered “Yes” this is true. This made the people in the city, who were listening to Pilate and Jesus speak go wild they heard Jesus’ answer. They were so upset they began to yell and shout that they wanted Pilate to kill Jesus! They yelled for Pilate to crucify him. (That means kill him). Pilate asked Jesus many questions but Jesus didn’t try and defend himself because He knew the people didn’t really care…they had already made up their minds. 
Pilate told the people he couldn’t find anything bad that Jesus has done. Then he asked, “What do you want me to do with Him?” The crowd started yelling louder and louder. “Crucify him, crucify him.” Pilate asked why he should crucify him….but the people just yelled louder, “Crucify him!” Because Pilate didn’t want the people to turn against him, he was going to give in to their shouts and have Jesus whipped, but he was going to let him go after that. 
Pilate wasn’t strong enough to stand up to the people…so he had an innocent man whipped. When the soldiers brought Jesus back after they had whipped him, the people, again, started yelling for Jesus to be crucified. Three different times Pilate tried to reason with the crowd of angry people, but they kept insisting that Jesus be crucified. 

After a while, the crowd kept yelling and yelling for Jesus to be crucified that Pilate finally gave in and turned him over to be killed. Pilate had in his power the life or death of Jesus. Because he listened to the wrong people, he gave in to the demands of the crowd and turned Jesus over to be whipped and then crucified.

[image: image3.jpg]










BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:  “So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you King of the Jews?” “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied.” Luke 23:3





RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Have the children quote their Bible Memory Verse for the adults. Explain a bit about the story and share with the adults that the children, too, are learning to how make good decisions. Let the children share some of the ways they are going to do this at home and at school. The children then pray with the rest of the Life Group and share in the fellowship time together.














