Kid’s Slot ~ April 26th – May 2nd,  2009
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OVERVIEW:  Children will realize that God is a God of miracles…that he can turn your life around, too!
PREPARATION: A sheet or blanket, copies of the Word Search Puzzle for each child, pencils/markers, a Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. (Write the prayer/praises of the children each week)



BIBLE VERSE: Luke 7:11-17
ICEBREAKER: Ask the children to share a time when they were really, really sick…was there someone there to take care of them? Did they have to take medicine…get a shot…let them share together.
READ: Read the story “What a Mighty Turnaround!”   

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. Why was this an especially sad time for the mother as well as the people in the village? (The woman was all alone now; the village felt bad for her, too, since they loved her and knew she was sad and alone.)
2. What happened when Jesus touched the coffin and told the son to GET UP? (Immediately, the son sat up and began speaking)
3. What do you think people were thinking; the men carrying the son; the mother; the village? What about the son?
4. Bringing the son back to life is just as big a miracle as Jesus coming into your heart and bringing YOU back to life! You were once “dead” in your sin, but now, you are “alive” in Christ! Has that “miracle” happened in your life? If so, we can rejoice just like the village of Nain did; if not, we can ask Jesus right now, to come into your heart and make you “alive.”
(During this time, be sure to ask each child about their relationship with Jesus)
Prayer of Salvation:

A = Admit you are a sinner and need Jesus to save you

B = Believe Jesus is God’s son and has died for your sins and wants you to live with him forever; 

C = Commit your ways to Jesus; ask HIM to be the Boss of your life and in charge of you!
ACTIVITY: Act It Out!
Have the children act out the story together. Chose one child to be the son who is lying on the sheet./blanket; a child to be the mother who is sad; and a child to be Jesus who touches and speaks to the son. If there are more children, they can either stand by the son holding the corners of the blanket or be the villagers who are surprised and then overjoyed with the miracle! Let them shout out: “What a miracle! There is Victory in Jesus!” 

You can do this a few times so everyone gets a turn being different actors. After everyone has played a few roles, sit down and talk about their feelings and the awesome power of God.

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:

“Jesus said, ‘Young man, I tell you, Get up!’ and the dead son sat up and began talking!” Luke 7:14
Return to the Life Group:

Have the children return to the Life Group and recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Have the leader explain a little bit about the lesson and the miracle of Jesus. If you have time, you can “act out” the lesson. e children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.

“What a Mighty Turnaround!
Jesus went a village called Nain…sound like the word “rain” only with an “N.” It’s was just regular town, like Kenner or Metairie …nothing special about the village, but something special happened that day that changed one son’s life, the life of his mother, the life of a town and the life of a country, forever!

Jesus’ disciples were with him there and there was a very large crowd of people gathered around. When Jesus spoke, oftentimes large crowds would gather so people could hear and learn from Jesus’ teaching. When Jesus and his disciples were near the entrance to the village, at the gate, they were met with a crowd of sad people walking through the streets for a funeral. Not just any funeral, but a funeral of a young man.

Today, people don’t usually walk down the streets for a funeral, but drive in their cars instead. You may have noticed a long line of cars with their lights on and police officers on a motorcycle directing traffic for something called a “funeral procession.” The cars follow in a line until they arrive at the cemetery for the funeral. Back in Jesus’ time, since there were no cars, people simply walked to the cemetery, carrying the coffin which held the person who had passed away. Back then and even now, funerals are always a sad time; no one wants to lose someone they love. And for this particular mother, it was an especially sad time. You see, this was her only son who had died. Earlier, her husband had also died, so she was all alone now. The whole town was sad for her.
Jesus sees the town people walking to the cemetery along with the mother and her son who had passed away. His heart broke when he saw her sadness. He said to the woman, “Don’t cry!”

Jesus did something no one was expecting. He went over to the coffin where the son who had passed away was lying and touched it. The men who were carrying the young son suddenly stopped. They didn’t know what to think, but they listened as Jesus said, “Young man, I tell you to GET UP!” 

Now, if YOU would have been in the crowd that day, what do you think you would have thought? Would you have thought that this man called Jesus was CRAZY – telling the son who was already dead to GET UP! What do you think the men who were carrying him thought? What do you think the mother thought about what Jesus said?

Well, before anyone could say anything, guess what happened? Yes! You’re right! The young man sat right up and began talking to the people who were around him! It was a MIRACLE….Jesus had brought someone back from death to life…all because he touched and spoke! Jesus has the power to do that!

Jesus then brought the young son, who was now alive and well to his mother! Can you imagine the joy that was now in her heart? Can you just see that a second ago she was crying tears of sadness but now she is crying tears of joy? I can’t imagine what the rest of the village was thinking after they saw this unbelievable miracle.

The Bible says that everyone in the town realized that something holy had just happened….that God was truly at work among them doing good for his people. At first, they were so stunned and surprised, that they were quietly praising the Lord and worshipping him. After they had a few minutes to really reflect on what just happened, they began to whoop and holler!!! That’s right – the Lord turned their funeral march into a celebration! Into a parade!

They began to call out and rejoice together saying “God is BACK! He is taking care of the needs of His people! 

The news spread from the small, quiet town of Nain to all over the country! People near and far heard of this remarkable miracle the Lord preformed on behalf of this mother! Jesus had turned their “mourning into dancing!” 

What a mighty God we serve! He brought the dead back to life…just the same way he bought you and me back to life! He brought us back from the death of our sin to life in Jesus! We, too, can celebrate the turnaround in our lives, too, just like the village of Nain!
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The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him
back to his mother. Luke 7:15 (NIV)

The puzzle is based on Luke 7:11-17 (NIV).
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