Kid’s Slot ~ April 12th – 18th, 2009
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OVERVIEW:  Children will learn how they can have faith in the Lord – a faith so real that great and mighty things result from it! 

PREPARATION: Your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. 
BIBLE REFERENCES/VERSES: Luke 7:1-10 

ICEBREAKER: “Have you ever asked for something really BIG from your parents – did you get it? Did they say NO?
READ: Read the story “Faith that Heals”  
Discussion Questions:
1.  Why did the centurion go to Jesus and not a doctor to heal his servant? (He knew Jesus could heal his servant…he had faith in him)
2. Did Jesus have to go and heal the servant in the centurion’s house? (No, he had faith in Jesus and believed that by saying the words, “you are healed” would heal his servant; that Jesus didn’t have to go…he had faith to believe his words were enough.)
3. Was Jesus willing to go to the centurion’s house?
(Yes, but he was even more pleased that the centurion had faith enough to trust Jesus’ word that he would do as he said he would.)
4. Why was Jesus so happy to hear of the centurion’s faith?

(Having faith in what you see is one thing…having faith and not seeing is even better. Jesus was happy to know that the faith of the centurion was so strong that he healed his servant, without going to his house, just like the centurion said!)

5. Has there ever been a time when you had great faith in God, like the centurion did…share your story with us!
Activity: “Okay, I’ll obey” 

Have the children play “Follow the Leader.”  Tell them to do everything you do. Hop on one foot, turn in circles, wave or clap your hands. Give several children a chance to lead. Have the children sit in a circle and ask the, “How does it feel to follow a leader?”  That’s what the centurion did. He followed Jesus because he KNEW he could be trusted….are you following Jesus…do you KNOW that he can be trusted to do what is right – every time? 
Write in the Prayer Notebook the “hard requests” that you and the children have…things that you have maybe given up on…things that you have asked the Lord to do in the past and have simply forgotten about or figured won’t happen. (Maybe you are praying for a relative or friend to get saved that seem like they aren’t even interested in God; maybe you are praying for someone who is really sick; maybe you are praying for someone to stop smoking or drinking; maybe you are praying to do well in a subject at school when you’ve done very poorly in the past…be sure to share your own “impossible” request from the Lord. Record these requests in the Prayer Notebook and watch how the Lord will answer them…one by one ( 
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: "But say the word, and my servant will be healed." LUKE 7:7
RETURN TO THE Life Group:

Have the children return to the Life Group and recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Have the leader explain a little bit about the lesson and how the Lord is please by our faith in him…even when things seem as if they will never change – even when we ask something that seems impossible…that having faith in the Lord to trust him – faith like that makes the Lord happy. The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.

 “Faith that Heals!
In Capernaum, there lived a centurion -- a Roman army officer who had under his command about one hundred soldiers. The centurion had a servant who was very ill.  He was paralyzed and in great pain. When Jesus entered Capernaum, the centurion went up to him and said, "Lord, my servant is at home in such pain that he can't even move." “I will go and heal him,” Jesus replied. But the officer said, “Lord, I am not worthy for you to enter my house.  Just give the order and my servant will be made well.” “I have officers who give orders to me, and I have soldiers who take orders from me. I can say to one of them, ‘Go!’ and he will go. I can say to another, ‘Come!’ and he will come. I can say to my servant, ‘Do this!’ and he will do it.” When Jesus heard this, he was astonished.  “In all of Israel I have not found anyone with this much faith!” Then Jesus said to the officer, “You may go home now.  Your faith has made it happen!” At that very moment, the servant was healed!

The centurion knew who had the authority to cure his servant. Notice, he did not go to the religious leaders of the day and he did not go to the doctors. Where then did he go? He sought out the only Person who did have the authority and power to solve his problem. He went to the Lord Jesus Christ: the only man who had proven himself to be God; the only man who had proven himself to have genuine compassion for people; and the only One who could help him. It is there with that named Jesus that he knew he would find the solution to his problem. He knew the truth of the matter. He was not in control of the situation, as military leaders so often are, and he was utterly dependent. 
The centurion demonstrated faith in the Lord Jesus! Clearly, he understood who Jesus was. The centurion knew that Jesus was God, the Almighty Creator of the universe. Jesus had proven it by performing miracles that only God could do: He changed water into wine; He raised up people from the dead; He healed the sick, the blind, the crippled; He cast out demons; He calmed storms on the sea; and He changed the lives of the most miserable of men. The centurion knew that no one was worthy to set one foot in front of Jesus, much less have Jesus enter under the meager roof of his house. This centurion knew he was dealing with holiness in the purest sense of the word: God himself - the Lord! You know, there are many people who aren’t able to understand what this centurion understood. He said, "Lord, I am not worthy that you should come under my roof: but speak the word only…" Faith indeed! Recognizing who Jesus was, the centurion knew that He could do what no other person, government, or religion could ever do: heal his servant, even from a distance.
Jesus was so pleased to hear of the centurion’s great faith…do you have faith like the centurion did…do you believe that God can still do miracles in your life and the lives of people you love? Well…he can! When you start believing, you’ll start seeing the Lord do what he does best....show us his great love for us by answering our prayers of faith. Don’t let fear stop you from believing great things from God! He can and will do what he promises to do…Just ask!
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