New Life! 
Life Group Agenda for the week of April 26-May 2, 2009
ANNOUNCEMENTS – 
· City Park Night is May 1. This is a fundraising event for our Crescent City Christian School. Tickets are $10 per person for admission to the amusement park and a wristband to ride all of the rides including the train and carrousel. It’s a super deal and will be a great time of fellowship for our church family. 
· Pray about your participation in our “A City Transformed: Investing in Eternity” emphasis. Ask the Lord how He would have you contribute to the projects that are planned for each of our campuses. 
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “Can you tell us about the first pet you ever had and what happened to that pet?” We are in a journey into a series called, “The Good New(s)” where we are looking at Good new things and the Good News. Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.
WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read Luke 7:11-17. 
Today, we are continuing in our study of the book of Luke and discussing the miracle of the widow’s only son being raised from the dead. We will see in this story how Jesus brings new life to our lives when we need it most.

1. What’s the closest you’ve ever come to physical death yourself?

2. What different types of “death” or loss have you experienced in your life? (divorce or relationship, job, health, home). 
3. Looking at the passage and knowing what you’ve experienced, how do you think the widow in this story was feeling when she encountered Jesus?
4. How would you have reacted if someone walked up to you in that situation and said, “Don’t cry?”
5. Had you been part of that funeral procession, how do you think you would have reacted when the son was raised? What would you have reported to your friends about the event?  
6. Do you have a testimony about how God brought life back into a situation of loss in your life?
7. Can you share with us about how God breathed life into you spiritually when you were lost and without hope? (Leaders: be sensitive about anyone in your group who may not yet have a salvation testimony and consider how this might be an opportunity to lead a person to the point of surrendering to the Lord)   
8. How can we pray for you this week?
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.
1. Ask the Lord to put someone in your path this week who needs to hear about the life Jesus offers them. 
2. Plan a time for your group to do something outreach oriented.
3. Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
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