March 16, 2009

Dear Friends;

As I think back over the last several years, I am truly amazed at how the Lord has blessed Celebration Church.  Even though we have faced many obstacles and giants, He has continued to provide in miraculous and unexpected ways for our ministry to continue to be true to the vision and mission He has called us too.  Clearly understanding that our Lord has called us to be used as a catalyst to help in the transformation of our city and region has allowed us to bend with the pressure and stay focused on what He has called us to do.  Hundreds of lives have been transformed and changed for good because of His great provision and also because of your faithfulness to be on mission for Him.  You can find a listing of all that has been accomplished on our Web-site.

Now, as we continue to move forward with A City Transformed: Investing in Eternity we are seeking to raise additional monies for some very important projects at all three of our church campuses.  You can find the details of those projects in the insert included in the Campaign Brochure.  Please take a moment to look at this carefully and prayerfully.

As you begin to look at the details of these varied projects, the budget numbers may seem overwhelming or impossible to some.  However, because of the provision listed below, our leadership believes each of these projects can be successfully completed in the near future.

· FEMA/LAPA has already committed to fund the rebuild of the Children’s/Preschool (used for our Daycare and School) area of the Airline Campus ($3,572,000) and the repair to the parking lot ($360,000).

· Good Shepherd Hispanic Baptist Church has already offered $4,500,000 to acquire our Transcontinental Worship facility.

· Our Building/Engineering Team believes that we can substantially reduce a good bit of our costs as we carefully manage the rebuild of our Airline Campus.

· We can substantially reduce many of our rebuild costs through utilizing volunteer labor and in-kind donations such as reduced costs on material and labor from companies affiliated with our church family.

Even with all of this miraculous provision, you and I still need to do our part in partnering with the Lord to accomplish this great endeavor.  Because of that, I am asking you to consider the following:

· First, pray for our church, asking for the Lord to continue His mighty and miraculous work by growing our church spiritually, numerically and financially so we can accomplish these worthwhile objectives.  

· Second, pray for your brothers and sisters at Celebration Church, asking that the Lord will bless us all vocationally and materially so we will be able to contribute financially in substantial ways.  

· Third, ask the Lord what He wants you to give through ACT:IIE for the next 12 months (April 2009 – March 2010).

There are all kinds of ways people can purpose and plan to give.  As you begin to pray, consider these possibilities.

· Increase the percentage of your income that you give and designate those increased gifts above your tithe to ACT:IIE.  
· Give special one time gifts from your savings or investments.  
· Give property or some type of possession (i.e. a car, jewelry, coins, etc.).  
· Be creative in seeking unusual ways to raise money for ACT:IIE (see the attached document, Creative Ways To Acquire Money To Give).  
· If you have specific skills in construction and/or own a business that does, you may want to contribute those skills, work crews, or materials, etc. to offset some of the costs of construction.
I am praying for each of us to take our place this great endeavor. Everyone no matter your life circumstance is important.  As we unify together as one family and one church body, believing in the vision and ministry of our church, we will all seek to give and contribute in some type of way to these ACT:IIE projects. Not because it will be a better place for us and our families to worship (and it will) but because we will be helping to reach our goal of transforming the lives and families of the people in our region, and ultimately transforming the values and culture of our region.

As I look at the days we live in, knowing that our nation and world face unusual challenges financially, I’m reminded of the story of Joseph in the Bible. When all of Egypt was going through a famine, the people of God in the Land of Goshen were well taken care of by the Lord.  The Lord has promised He will provide for the needs of His people when we are focused on His purposes and plans and we are trusting in Him (Phil 4:19).

Many people at Celebration Church have experience this kind of provision from the Lord. I encourage you to take a few moments to go to our church web-site and listen to the story of Cindy Bolton and how the Lord worked miraculously in her life in response to her willingness to partner with Him through ACT:IIE.  

On the weekend of March 21-22, we will be asking everyone who is a part of our church family to either:  1) renew or revise their commitments to the Lord through ACT:IIE, or 2) make first-time commitments to the Lord through ACT:IIE.   I’m praying for you as you seek to commit to what the Lord desires for your life.  What a great time of rejoicing there will be as we see our dreams become a reality in the next year.

God Bless You.

Dennis Watson

Lead Pastor – Celebration Church

PS: If you won’t be in worship on the 21st or 22nd, you can mail your commitment in using the self addressed envelope.

