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   Forgiveness First!   
OVERVIEW: Children will learn how to forgive someone, even when they haven’t done anything wrong – or think they haven’t!
PREPARATION: You will need some construction paper and markers, your Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook – and a big box of Captain Crunch cereal placed into small zip lock bags…be sure to ask permission of the host home if it’s OK to eat the cereal during Kid’s Slot or to save it and enjoy during the fellowship time afterwards. (
BIBLE VERSE: Luke 6:27-29
ICEBREAKER: Ask:  Who is your best friend? What do you like to do when you are together?
READ: “What’s Wrong with Byron?” (on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1. In the story, what changes did Alec notice about his friend Baron? (He noticed that Baron sat on the sidelines instead of playing ball. He noticed that Baron teased him and the other boys.)

2. How did Alec react to Baron’s change in behavior? (Alec was angry. He didn’t like the way Baron was acting. He talked to his dad about it.)

3. Why did Alec’s dad insist that Alec go to Baron to discuss the problem? (Because friendships are important...because we must take the first step to mend broken relationships.)

4. What had Alec done wrong without realizing it? (After he had begun playing with new people, Alec had ignored Baron.)

5. Sometimes we are wrong even though we think we are right. We can see the faults of others, but we can’t see our own faults. Has that ever happened to you? Let the children share…and you, too!
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Love your enemies. Do good to those who hate you.” Luke 6:27
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Now that Alec had his new basketball, it seemed that he could think of nothing else but playing with his friends in the afternoons. Alec’s dad had set up a brand new basketball goal on the carport, and lots of boys from the neighborhood began to come after school to play. Alec’s best friend, Baron, was always there first. Alec and Baron had been neighbors and friends for a long time. They always got along well and had lots of fun together. But lately Baron had begun to act differently, and Alec did not know why. Sometimes, instead of playing basketball with the others, Baron would sit on the side and make jokes about the way that everyone else played; and if Alec missed a shot, Baron would really rub it in.

“Dad, I don’t know what’s wrong with Baron these days,” complained Alec. “He used to be really nice, but not anymore. I don’t like the way he makes fun of me or of my new friends that come to play basketball with together.”

“Maybe you should talk to Baron when the other boys are not around,” suggested Dad. “You boys have been friends for a long time. I think you should go to him and ask him what’s wrong.”

“But, Dad,” said Alec, “Baron is the one who’s wrong. I didn’t do anything wrong – he’s the one being mean – not me! What did I do?
“Friendships are very important,” said Dad. “Jesus taught us to do all that we could to keep good friends. We must go to the person who seems to have something against us, even if we think we haven’t done anything wrong. Although Baron seems to have changed for no reason, I want you to go to him and talk about the problem.”

Alec thought about what his Dad said…he just knew that he was right and really didn’t want to hear any more about forgiveness – especially when he didn’t do anything wrong! Alec began to pout in his room and said to himself, “Well…if that’s the way Baron feels, then he’s no friend of mine! I’ll call him, alright, and I’ll tell him to just stay home and don’t come over any more!
It wasn’t long after Alec had those words in his mind that he picked up the phone and called Baron and reminded him that tomorrow was Saturday and that he would meet him at is back door, as usual, for 7:30 in the morning to “talk” to him about something!

When Alec hung up the phone, he remembered how much fun he and Baron used to have on Saturday mornings…Baron’s mom would always have a great big box of their favorite cereal – Captain Crunch – and they would eat bowl after bowl of cereal – laughing at each other, talking about school and their favorite subject, basketball! 

Alec had just remembered that he and Baron hadn’t meet on a Saturday morning in weeks in weeks…in fact - Alec realized that since he got this new basketball and goal, that he and Baron hadn’t had any time to just hang out – the two of them – like old times. Alec began to think…then he began to pray, “Lord, I wonder…all this time if it was ME who had hurt Baron’s feelings by not being a good friend and forgetting about him and Baron was just reacting from being forgotten? I need to talk about this with Baron first thing tomorrow morning!”
It was Saturday and Alec was up early. He knew that Baron was up early, too. Alec walked over to Baron’s back door and sure enough, there was Baron sitting on the steps…looking rather down. Alec was first to speak. “Baron…hey man, I didn’t realize that I had forgotten all about you and stopped coming over every Saturday morning like we used to do to eat Captain Crunch together and play…is that why you’ve been kind of mean  to me…you’re not really mad, you’re just feeling bad?”

Baron looked down at his bowl of Captain Crunch and said, “Well…I thought we were best friends…but ever since you got that new basketball and goal and all your new friends – well – everything has changed…I didn’t mean to be – well – mean to you…will you forgive me?” Alec said, “Hey – will you forgive ME for forgetting about you?” Alec and Baron had a long talk that morning. The boys forgave each other and remained good friends. As they ate their Captain Crunch together, Alex was very glad that he had taken the first step towards forgiveness.
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PRAYER and Activity:  Make a special card to your Best Friend. You can send it in the mail or give it to him/her the next time you see them. Having a good friend is a great thing! Be sure you say kind words and forgive quickly, whenever you and your friend have a disagreement. 





Or, you can make a special card for your Mom or Dad…just reminding them how much you love and appreciate them. You can share the Captain Crunch while the children are making their cards – or have it during the fellowship time…





Let each child say a special prayer for their best friend…thanking God for them! Be sure to write any prayer requests in the Children’s Prayer Notebook.








What’s Wrong with Baron?








RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Have the children quote their Bible Memory Verse for the adults. Explain a bit about the story and share with the adults that the children are learning how to forgive others! Let the children share some of the ways they are going to do this at home and at school. The children then pray with the rest of the Life Group and share in the fellowship time together.

















