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OVERVIEW: Children will learn to stand up under criticism and be strong…for the Lord will bless them!
PREPARATION: You will need a multi-colored shirt, sweater or robe, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE VERSE: Luke 6:22-23
ICEBREAKER: Ask:  Has anyone ever made fun of you for praying; for talking about Jesus; for wearing a cross; for going to church or reading your Bible? Let the children share; be sure to share, too!
READ: “God Will Protect You!” 

QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1. If someone does something mean to you or says something mean to you because you are a Christian, do you sometimes feel like getting that person back? What are some things you feel like doing?

2. Is revenge ever the right thing to do? (Wait for responses; then read Luke 6:22-23.)

3. Why didn’t Joseph kill his brothers when they showed up in Egypt? (He knew God was in control of his life. He knew God’s purpose was greater than the actions of any man. He trusted God in all parts of his life.)

4. Do you trust God enough to wait patiently for Him to bring good out of bad? (Discuss.)

5. Pray for the needs of the children. Encourage them to trust that God’s purpose for them will come to pass!
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Blessed are you when people have nothing to do with you and say bad things about you…When these things happen to you, be glad and jump for joy. You will receive many blessings in heaven. Luke 6:22-23


Joseph thought back to the time when he had been in prison. What long, dreary days, months, and even years those had been. He remembered the time when he was just 17 years old and had two dreams in which his brothers bowed down to him. He remembered that after he told his brothers about his dreams, they had gotten very mad at him….they even made fun of him…even though the dream was from God and one day, indeed, his brothers would bow down to him, they still mocked him and got very angry at him. It was not very long after this that his brothers had stripped off his beautiful, colorful coat that their father had given him and had sold him as a slave. His own brothers! Joseph wondered what they had told their father when Joseph didn’t return home with them…surely it was a lie – and it was!
Little did Joseph know, Joseph’s brothers had torn his coat and stained it with the blood of a goat. Then they had shown the coat to their father, telling him an animal had killed Joseph. They didn’t want their father to know what a terrible thing they had done.
Now it was years later…Joseph was a grown man with a wife and sons of his own. Life had gotten better for Joseph. He was out of prison and no longer a slave. He never gave up on his brothers – never stopped loving them. In fact, he was now a ruler in Egypt. God had used Joseph to save many people in Egypt from a famine, a time when there was no food to eat. Joseph was at the right place at the right time.
When some men from another country came to Joseph to ask for food, Joseph realized at once that they were his brothers – the very same brothers that had sold him as a slave and lied to their father about his whereabouts. Joseph was very powerful now; he could get back at his brothers for the terrible things they had done to him, if he wanted. He could have take revenge on them as a punishment for the cruel way he was treated by them. He could have them killed! But did He? Let’s find out!

Cell Leader: Ask the kids what they would do in Joseph’s situation. 
Then read Genesis 45 to find out what happened between Joseph and his brothers.

Joseph knew that God had brought good out of the bad things that had

happened to him. Joseph trusted in God and stood up for what was right. When Joseph finally told his brothers who he was, they trembled in fear…since they knew their very lives where in Joseph’s hands. They bowed down to show him respect and began to him and Joseph hugged their necks and cried for joy. Joseph said to his brothers, “Don’t be afraid of me…You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good” (Genesis 50:19–20 NIV). 
When people say bad things about you or make fun of you because you follow God, be encouraged! Like Joseph, you may be mocked or criticized, but the Lord sees what is happening and is watching over you with is protection and his great love for you!
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Activity: Right Joseph, Wrong Joseph





Bring out the multi-colored shirt, sweater or robe. Ask one child to slip on the garment and pretend to be Joseph and the remaining children to be the brothers. Have the child who is “Joseph” act out the right and wrong way to deal with his brothers, once they know who Joseph is and the wrong they did to him. (Have the children use their imagination in acting out the part of Joseph!) Here are some tips to help them get started:


Wrong - “Joseph” can yell at his brothers, threaten them; put them under arrest; sell THEM as a slave; complain to them; refuse to forgive them….


Right – “Joseph” can hug their necks; tell the brothers that they are forgiven; offer them dinner; be so happy that they are all alright and not starving due to the famine; ask about his father and the rest of the family; offer to help them….when everyone has had a turn, be sure to go over the “right” and “wrong” way to react when someone is wrong toward you…





RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Have the children quote their Bible Memory Verse for the adults…it may be a bit longer than usual…so feel free to shorten it if you need to. Have one child put on the multi-colored garment and explain a bit about the story and share with the adults that the children are learning how to stand up under criticism! Let the children share some of the ways they are going to do this at home and at school. The children then pray with the rest of the Life Group and share in the fellowship time together.





“God will protect you!”











