Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 ~ Feb. 8th – Feb. 14th, 2009
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OVERVIEW: Children will learn how to be “hungry” to do what is right instead of satisfying their own desires.
PREPARATION: You will need paper, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE VERSE: Matthew 6:33
ICEBREAKER: Ask:  If you could eat as much as you wanted of this ONE THING, what would it be? (Ice cream…cookies…French fries) Let the children share – be sure to share your choice, too.
READ: “The Hard Choice was the Best Choice” 
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(on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1. In our story, what difficult decision did Timothy have to make? (He had to decide what he would do with his money. He had to decide what was most important – himself or someone else.)

2. Why was Timothy worried about buying his sister’s gift first? (He was afraid that he would not have enough for himself. He wanted a new basketball.)

3. How did Timothy solve the problem? (He prayed. He asked God to help him.)

4. Timothy chose to put his sister’s gift first. How did this affect his sister? (She was happy and surprised. It made him realize that he was being selfish at first.)

5. When we do what God wants us to do and keep Him first in our lives, God will bless us in ways we may not expect. How did this happen in the story? (Timothy got a basketball as a surprise gift.)
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” (Matthew 6:33 NIV).
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“Tiffany’s birthday is tomorrow,” reminded Mother. “Are you going to give her a gift?” Timothy looked puzzled. “What can I give her?” he asked. “She already has lots of stuff. Besides, I don’t know how to pick a gift for a girl, even if she is my sister.”

“Maybe I can help you to choose something that she will like,” suggested Mother. “How much money do you plan to spend on the gift?”

“Well, not too much,” said Timothy. “I’ve been saving for a long time to buy myself a new basketball. I’d like to go to the athletic store first, so I can get my new basketball. Then I’ll buy Tiffany’s gift with the money that’s left over.”

Mother looked at Timothy for a few seconds, and then she began to speak. “You know, Timothy,” she began, “you sound very excited about your new basketball, but you don’t sound very excited about your sister’s birthday.”

“I want to give Tiffany a gift,” said Timothy. “But I really want my basketball, too. I’ve been saving for a long time for this basketball. If I buy Tiffany’s gift first, I might not have enough money left over for my basketball.”

“Well, that means that your basketball is more important to you than Tiffany’s gift,” explained Mother. “Whatever we put first shows what’s important in our hearts.”

Timothy was quiet for a moment, but then he asked, “How will Tiffany know the difference? How will she know what I bought first?”

“That’s true,” said Mother. “Tiffany won’t know, but you will know in your heart. When you give Tiffany her gift, you’ll know whether you are showing love to her or not.”

“This is a tough decision,” said Timothy. “I’ll be right back.” Timothy left the kitchen and went to his room. He closed the door, pulled his jar of money from under the bed, and began to pray: “Dear Lord, I’ve been saving this money for myself, and I’m afraid that I will never get 
my basketball if I give this money away. Please help me to make the right choice. I really need your help.”

Then Timothy took a deep breath and went back to the kitchen. “Mother, I’ve made my choice,” said Timothy. “I’m going to buy Tiffany’s gift first.” 
So Mother and Timothy went to the department store, and Timothy bought a sweater for his sister. He didn’t have enough money left over for his basketball, but he did not complain.

Tiffany’s birthday was lots of fun. She was happy and very surprised that her little brother had bought her the sweater. And something special happened after the birthday party. Timothy’s uncle took him out to the car, opened the trunk, and pulled out a brand new basketball—just the kind that Timothy wanted! His uncle also knew that Timothy was saving for a basketball, but didn’t know that it was Timothy’s choice to put his sister first and use is saved money to buy her a birthday present – but the Lord did!
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Living it OUT:  


Ask the children to share how they could put someone else first, like Timothy did with is sister; maybe it could be in school, or in their family, etc.


Here are a few suggestions to help the kids get started: 


Let your sister/brother choose which TV program or video to watch – in fact, give them the remote control and let them decide.


When your parents ask where you want to eat out, let someone else chose the restaurant and go along with that choice without complaining.


Let your friend “go first” when you are playing together


Let someone else get the “front seat” or “window” in your family’s car.


Offer to help your brother/sister with their chores or with something your parents ask them to do.


Look around and see if there is something you could help your parents with and do it – without them asking you to.








� “The Hard Choice was the Best Choice” �











RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Have the children quote their Bible Memory Verse for the adults. Explain a bit about the story and share with the adults that the children are learning how to put others first! Let the children share some of the ways they are going to do this at home and at school. The children then pray with the rest of the Life Group and share in the fellowship time together.

















