From Rejection to Rejoicing! 
Life Group Agenda for the week of Feb 22-28, 2009
ANNOUNCMENTS – 
· The next, “I Want to Know” Pastor’s event is Sunday, March 1. Invite anyone in your group who wants to join the church or who would like more information about the church. Register them with your community or campus pastor.
· Matureo is coming in March. You can get more info on the church web site at www.celebrationchurch.org.   

WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “What is your place in the birth order of your family (youngest, oldest, middle child) and how has that affected your personality?”  We are in the midst a series called, “The Biggest Losers.” In this series, we are looking at what Jesus taught in what we call “The Beatitudes.”  In this agenda we are discussing how to deal with being persecuted or ridiculed for our faith. Let’s pray for our church at this time
WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read Luke 6:20-23 and I Peter 4:12-16.  
1. When have you participated in something that was difficult, but ended up being rewarding?

2. When was the last time you were criticized, ridiculed, or persecuted because of your commitment to Christ?
3. Do you just endure these difficulties or do you do as Peter says and rejoice? How is rejoicing and feeling blessed in the midst of problems different from simply enduring them?
4. What should be our response to those who inflict ridicule or persecution on us? How is it possible to respond in the right way?  
5. What help do you need in being able to stand firm for Jesus?
6. How can we pray for one another this week?
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.

1. Pray for believers in our nation and around the world who experience persecution for their faith.
2. Consider participating in the Honduras Mission Trip which is scheduled for May 16-22. The cost is $1285 and you must register by March 1st. Contact Toni Collins at 504-272-5228 for more information. 

3. Think about someone you know that you can invite to Life Group next week.

4. Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
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