Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  ~ May 27th – June 2nd, 2007
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 “SIN CAUSES PROBLEMS” [image: image2.jpg]



OVERVIEW: Children will learn that God forgives sin but does not cancel the consequences for disobeying God.

PREPARATION: You will need a small object to hide, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Romans 6:23 and 2 Samuel 13-17

ICEBREAKER: Say:  Tell of a time when you saw someone do something they should not have done and what happened.

READ: “KING DAVID’S SON” Bible Story (on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. Even though David repented of his sin, what did God tell him would still happen to him?  (He would suffer.)
2. Who was the most handsome man in the land?  (Absalom.)
3. What did Absalom tell the people about their problems?  (That King David would not listen to them because there was nobody from their part of the country to represent them before King David.)
4. What was King David forced to do?  (Escape from Jerusalem.)

LIFE APPLICATION:  (Since there is no right or wrong answer, encourage the children to share what’s on their hearts.  Listen for opportunities to minister to them.)                    

1. Do you believe it is important for God to punish sin and sinners?  Why?

2. When you do wrong at home, does your Mom or Dad punish you?

3. Why does your Mom or Dad punish you?

4. Is it enough to say “I’m sorry?”
5. Wouldn’t it be better to say, “Would you forgive me…and say why you need forgiveness so the person you need forgiveness from will be able to offer it to you?
6. What else should be done after you say, “Please forgive me”
 

MEMORY VERSE SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:  

1. Let each child say one word until they have repeated the verse.

2. See how fast each child can quote the verse.

3. See which child can quote the verse the fastest.

4. See how slow each child can quote the verse.

5. Let the children “rap” the verse and say it for the adults.



King David loved the Lord, but made some wrong choices in his life.  We call those wrong choices sin. God told David that he was going to suffer for his sin.  It wasn’t long before those sufferings began.  Although he humbled himself and told God he was sorry, David’s sin set in motion a series of events that he would regret for the rest of his life.


David had many sons.  Not all of his sons were good men.  Some of them were wicked and at times there was such hatred in their hearts that they even murdered.


One of David’s sons, Absalom, was the most handsome man in all the land and was very proud of his good looks.  However, in Absalom’s heart, he was an evil and ungrateful man.  He was very cruel.  He was planning all the time to take the throne away from his father, King David.  David did little to correct him.


Absalom began a very clever scheme, a very tricky plan.  Each morning he got up early and waited beside the city gates for the men who might come from different parts of the country to discuss their problems with the King.  The city gates were where a lot of important business would take place.  Absalom would meet them and treat them like real friends and because he was the King’s son, they felt highly honored by his treatment of them.  When they told him their problems, he would say, “Oh my, but there is no one from your part of the country who will represent you to the King.  No one will listen to your problems, not even the King.  If only I were King, I would see to it that there was justice for all and all could come freely to me.”


So little by little, Absalom turned the people of Israel against his father, King David.  Before long, it seemed that the whole nation was turning against King David to follow Absalom instead.  The terrible news of the people turning their hearts toward Absalom instead of David reached the King.  David told his servants they must all get away from the city, for they were in danger.  So David and his family and his servants left the city of Jerusalem as quickly as they could.  As they were leaving, they found six hundred soldiers under the command of David’s general who was loyal to him and helped him escape the city. God protected King David and his family by getting them out of the city of Jerusalem safely.

The Bible calls David a man after God’s own heart, but that didn’t mean his life was free of troubles.  David’s life was full of highs and lows and ups and downs.  Some of David’s troubles were a result of his bad choices, his own sins; some of his troubles were a result of the bad choices, sins, of others.  We can’t always control our ups and downs, but we can trust God every day to know what is best for us and to lead us in the right direction.  We can be certain that He will help us through our trials, just as he helped King David.  In the end, God will reward us for our faith and our obedience to his word.
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BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 6:23








ACTIVITY: “HOT AND COLD”





Choose an object to hide.  Select one child to close their eyes while you hide it.  The rest of the children can watch where the object is hidden.  Then, as the selected child begins to look for the object, the group can tell him “HOT” if he is getting close or “COLD” if he is looking in the wrong direction.  Give each child a turn to look for the hidden object.





RETURN:  Return to the Life Group and recite the Bible Memory Verse, using the “Rap” activity suggestion.  Explain that the children learned about how King David sinned against God, was forgiven, but later had to pay the consequences for his sin.  Say how grateful we are for Jesus’ death on the cross to pay for our sins.  Include the children with the rest of the Life Group as they close the meeting in prayer and a time of fellowship. 


Note: Be sure to line up the next volunteer to minister to the children for next week. 

















“KING DAVID’S SON”


(Based on 2 Samuel 13 to 17)








