Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1—Truthfulness – Sept. 30th – Oct. 6th, 2007  
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OVERVIEW: Children will learn about the value of telling the truth.

PREPARATION: You will need your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Luke 22:54-62 and Psalm 34:13

ICEBREAKER GAME: Have the children sit in a circle and play a game called “Cock-a-Doodle-Doo!”  Here’s how to play:  Ask the children to think about some statements that are lies and some statements that are true.  Have one child stand up and say something that’s either true or false about them.  Ex:  “My favorite subject is Math” or “My room is always neat and clean” or “My favorite vegetable is squash” or “I love chocolate.”  Tell the other children to clap if they think the statement is true or say “Cock-a-Doodle-Doo” if they think it is false.  The child who makes the statement will tell whether it is true or not.  Then, choose another child to stand in the middle and say something that is either true or false.  Play until each child has had a few turns to tell the truth and tell a lie.
ACTIVITY: While the children are sitting in their circle, ask them these questions:

· “Why do people lie?”

· “How do you know when someone is lying or when someone is telling the truth?”

· “Is it ever OK to tell a lie?”
Say:  “Let’s see what the Bible says about truth and lies.”  Read Luke 22:54-62 and then ask:
1. Why didn’t Peter tell the truth?  (He was afraid he would get in trouble; maybe the soldiers would do the same thing to him as they were doing to Jesus.)

2. What does God think about lying?  (He doesn’t like it.)

3. Why does it sometimes take courage to tell the truth?  (Because you could get in trouble, anyway.)

4. How did Peter feel after he lied 3 times?  (He was sad and very ashamed.)
Say:  “Everyone is tempted to tell a lie sometimes.  Many times we feel that if we tell lies, we can get out of trouble.  But lies only get us into deeper trouble because we have to keep telling them, just as Peter had to lie three times to stay out of trouble.  But the Bible says, that God will forgive us if we lie, as God forgave Peter.  But God is pleased when we tell the truth.  God will help us to have enough courage to tell the truth every day.”
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Bible Memory Verse: 
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ACTIVITY:  Read aloud these “sticky situations” that children often get into. When a child is wrong, to keep from getting into trouble, they often tell a lie.  Have the children pretend they are in the “sticky situation” and have the children offer a truthful answer to the problem instead of telling a lie.  Several of these are situations face the children each day.  By doing this activity, we are showing them the right way to handle their problems.  Tell them that even when they tell the truth, there are consequences that follow when they do something wrong, but that it pleases God when they are honest.





“I couldn’t turn in my homework because…”  (the truth:  I was lazy; I was watching TV)   


Your Mom asks, “Did you leave that mess in the kitchen and you answer…?”  (The truth:  Yes, that was me, I’ll pick up right now; Yes, I’m sorry.  I’ll clean it up.)


“Your Mom asks, “I told you to clean your room before you watch TV, did you?”  (The truth:  No, I forgot; Well, I started to and didn’t really finish.)


“You and your sister/brother are yelling and slapping each other and your parents ask who started it and you say…”  (The truth:  I hit her/him first; I got mad and lost my temper.)


“I thought you were supposed to get your report card today, did you?”  (The truth:  Yes, I didn’t want to show you because I got an F, but here it is; Yes, but the grades aren’t as good as I want.”
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RETURN TO THE Life Group:  Have the children pray for courage and wisdom to tell the truth, even when it is difficult.  Have them recite their memory verse and share some of the situations that were talked about in the lesson.  The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.
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