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 “Belonging to Jesus!” 
OVERVIEW: Children will learn what it takes for them to belong to Jesus. 
PREPARATION: You will need a passport (if you don't have a passport, simply fold a piece of construction paper or typing paper in half and write the words PASSPORT across the front.) You will also need a piece of red ribbon or yarn (to use as a dividing line – about 24 inches long), the cross with the hearts on it from last week, a crown (that can be made from paper and covered with aluminum foil, a CD player to play a song about your love for Jesus. your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. (This is a notebook that is kept by the Life Group Leader and brought to the group each week. In it are written the prayer requests of the children.)

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “He will reign for ever and ever; His Kingdom will never end.” Luke 1:33
WELCOME: Ask the children about their week and then share about yours. Be sure that every child has a chance to share – remembering that everyone shows respect for the person who is speaking. Sitting in a circle on the floor works best for everyone. Take a few minutes to ensure that the children are settled in their spots and are focused – before you get to the heart of the materials.
ICEBREAKER: Ask: What is your favorite place in your home/apartment and why is it special to you?
WORSHIP:  Ask two or three different children to read John 14:1-3.  Talk about what these verses make you think about.  Play the song about our love for Jesus on the CD player. The children can either join in the singing, if they know the words or they can listen and think about the words. Share with the children how you have shown the love of Jesus this week. Then, spend some time telling Jesus you love Him and thanking Jesus for His love.

WORD:  

· Show the children your passport and explain why you need it and what happens when you enter and leave a country.
· Explain that there are two kingdoms that God sees; the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of darkness.
· Place the red ribbon or yarn as a dividing line down the center of the group.
· Select three children, two to stand on either side of the line and the third to stand on the line.
· Give one child the passport and act out moving from one country (side) to the other with the person in the middle “inspecting the passport” before allowing the child to pass over.
· Now explain that one side is the kingdom of darkness the other is the Kingdom of Light where Jesus is King.
· You, as leader, be the figure of Jesus and ask the children to try and cross from darkness to Light.  Each child is to “show” you the “passport” they think will get them across.  You must refuse each child until a child “shows” you the blood of Jesus by reciting 1 John 1:7. Say it aloud with the children: “And the blood of Jesus, his Son, makes us pure from all sin.”  Discuss what this means.
· Allow each child to come into the Kingdom of Light as they show the “passport” saying, “The Blood of Jesus has cleansed me!”
· Having all passed into the Kingdom of Light, read Luke 1:33 “He will reign forever; His Kingdom will never end.”
· Share what it means to live in the Kingdom that will never end with Jesus as King.
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE EXPERIENCE: Read Luke 1:33, “He will reign forever and ever; His kingdom will never end.”  Ask the children, “Who is King of the Kingdom of God?” (Jesus!)
  Divide the group in half.  One half asks, “How long will Jesus be King?”  The other half responds, “He will reign forever and ever; His kingdom will never end.” First half asks, “How do you know?”  Second half responds, “Luke 1:33 tells us so!”  Repeat this a few times using different combinations of groups: boys and girls; you and the children, etc.  Then, say the words of the verse together. 
WITNESSING FOR JESUS: Theme- Jesus is Lord!
· Show the children the cross from last week and ask them to explain what it means. (Save cross for next week’s Kid Slot.)
· Place a crown on the top of the cross and explain how Jesus is the King of the lives of everyone whose name is on that cross.
· Join hands and pray that Jesus will be King of the friends whose names are on the cross.  
· In pairs, pray that Jesus would be King of your own lives.

· Hold hands in a circle and tell Jesus how precious He is to you.

WELCOME BACK!

Welcome the children back into the Life Group. As adults, we welcome them back with enthusiasm and encouragement…being sure to give them our undivided attention.  Then, have the children recite their Bible Memory Verse the same way they did with you during Kid’s Slot.  Have the leader explain a little bit about your time together and how each and every person can’t pass from the kingdom of darkness to the Kingdom of Light without the correct “passport” – which is the blood of Jesus.

Explain how the cross is going to be an important part of the next Kid’s Slot gatherings. If you are going to be changing Host Homes, be sure that the Life Group Leader brings the cross with him/her to the next Host Home. If you are remaining in the same Host Home for the next 3 weeks, simply keep the cross in a safe place and remember to bring it to the Kid’s Slot gathering each week.  The children then share in the group prayer and fellowship time.
You may notice a difference in the format and content of the Kid’s Slot this week and for several weeks to come. It has been taken from and adapted for our Kid’s Slot from a book entitled Living with Jesus Together written by Daphne Kirk. Daphne is an expert in Intergenerational Cells. She, as well as her children Andrew and Daniella, speaks at conferences and churches all over the world. Daphne has been ministering here at Celebration Church many, many times over the course of several years and understands our heart and our heart’s desire to reach the generations for Christ. Here is an excerpt from her website, www.daphnekirk.org where their mission is:

“Reconnecting the generations and releasing young people and children to have an uncompromising passion for Jesus with a heart for mission and evangelism."

Celebration Book Store has many of her books available. The 8-book series entitled Living with Jesus, also available in Celebration Book Store and is an amazing discipleship track for children to go through with their parents or significant adults in their lives. 
Tips on leading a Kid’s Slot:
· Your Kid’s Slot Agenda is a guide for you as you minister to the children. Allow the Holy Spirit to flow in and through you as you minister. 
· Encourage everyone’s participation – as the adult, be sure you participate as well. Be careful to use words that a child can easily understand. 

· If you run into a problem with a child during the Kid’s Slot, promptly address them, their parents and your Life Group leader if necessary.
· Have all of your materials prepared in advance.

· Pray for yourself as you lead the children that you will be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s direction. Pray for the children to have open hearts and minds to receive.
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