Kid’s Slot Agendas ~ May 6th – May 12th, 2007
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OVERVIEW: Knowing Jesus and following him is more important than anything else in life! 
PREPARATION: You will need some pencils, markers, construction paper cut into index card size or you can use index cards, your Children’s Prayer Notebook and your Bible.
ICEBREAKER: Give each child a piece of the construction paper or index card and a pencil. Ask each child to print his/her own name. As they begin to print their name, either you or an older child will  hold on to the child’s pencil and “assist” the child with the printing of his/her name, guiding them as they make each letter.  Now, in the same manner, have the child print his/her own name again, but this time, have the helper hold the pencil and “assist” the child in writing the helper’s OWN name instead of the child’s name. Obviously, this is going to be impossible to do, because each of them is writing a different name – at the same time! It might make them laugh or feel frustrated.  Let the children share about how hard it was to write what they wanted when someone else was controlling their hand.
Read: Luke 4:5-8
Say: Just like we just learned from the icebreaker, it’s hard to do what you want to do when you are under another’s person’s control. In the Bible verse I just read, Satan was angry when he saw Jesus setting up the Kingdom of God on earth.  Satan wanted to keep control of the kingdoms of his world.  So...Satan set a trap for Jesus. He offered Jesus all the authority over all the kingdoms of the world. He told Jesus that he would be the Supreme Ruler if... Jesus would do one little thing. Jesus had to bow down and worship Satan.  Jesus could see the trap!  If Jesus bowed down to Satan, then it didn’t matter that he ruled the world. Satan would still be the real Boss. So Jesus said, “No!” to Satan.  It’s just the same as having someone guiding your hand when you write.  The person who guides your hand is the one who rules you.  Satan promised Jesus food, power and fame.  Everybody wants these things.  Satan will give us the same things if we want them, but he always asks a high price.  We have to worship him and serve the devil…and it is never worth the price!
Ask: 

· Do you think you would please God by worshiping Satan? (Never!)
· But suppose you could get anything you wanted, like:  

Being rich? 
Having lots of expensive things? 
Doing what you wanted to do when you wanted? 

Eating out every night? 
Not listening to your parents? 

Would it still be worth it? (It doesn’t matter what we get in return…it’s never worth it! Even though all these things sound attractive, tell the children they are NEVER worth turning from God and listening to Satan.)
Say: Listen to this story: 

“Amy stamped her foot. “I don’t care what you say,” she shouted, “I’m going to the movies with my friends and I will be friends with them, even if you don’t like them.  I’m not going to be told what to do! I’m old enough to do what I like and choose my own friends. I’ll wear what I like and I’ll go where I like.” Whew! Those are pretty rough words that Amy told her mom. Amy stormed out of the house and slammed the door.  Her friends were waiting for her in front of her house. “Gee, you took a long time to get here…the movie is already started so we decided to stay home and play video games instead” her friends told her.  “O.K.” said Amy. Later, one of her friends said, “Amy, you need to get rid of those funny looking boots. They’re not “cool” anymore.” “O.K.,” said Amy. Later still another girl said, “Let’s not be friends with Stephanie anymore.  She’s goofy.” “O.K.,” said Amy. It seemed Amy had no trouble listening to what her friends told her to do…but didn’t want to listen to her mom, who loved her and wanted what was best for her.
Ask:
· Who is really ruling Amy’s life? (Her friends are)  

· Who was ruling her friend’s lives? (The devil is)
· Do you really think Amy can be happy with friends like that? (no)

· But, didn’t Amy say to her mom that she didn’t want ANYONE telling her what to do…but now, she’s letting her friends boss her around and they don’t care about being nice or being kind? How would you feel if you were Amy? (confused, sad, not very happy)

You know boys and girls, Amy’s mom wasn’t being bossy; she was just being a mom. Moms and Dads know what’s best for their children and Amy needs to obey and respect them. When you obey your parents and other adults in your life like your teacher or your coach, you show that you love God by following his ways. 
ACTIVITY: Let’s take out some paper/index cards and write down some of the things in life that we really love, things that are important to us...(examples: our video games, T.V., money, friends, bicycle, cool clothes, our dog/cat, our Mom or Dad, sports, etc.) Write as many as you like on each slip of paper.  (Help the younger with their writing or write it for them.)  Let’s place these cards on the floor in the center of the room.  
Say: Even though these things are really important and precious to us; they can never take the place of Jesus.  Knowing him and listening to his word is the most important thing we could ever do in life.  Let’s pray to Jesus and let him know how much we love him and how important he is in our lives. 
“Dear Lord, You know that all these things are precious to us, but they are not more precious than you are.  So even though we love these things, we will not make them more important than you. Amen.”
Say: Now, I’m going to give these things that you wrote down on paper back to you.  Jesus never said he didn’t want us to have these things, he just said he didn’t want these things to come before him or take his place. 
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: 
Worship the Lord your God and serve him only. Luke 4:8
RETURN: Have the children bring the words they wrote down back to the Life Group.  Let the children explain that these things are important to them, but not as important as Jesus in their lives. The children then recite their Bible Memory Verse and join in the prayer and fellowship time with their parents and the rest of the Life Group members. Be sure to have someone sign up to lead next week’s Kid’s Slot!
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