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July 29th – August 4th, 2007
“WE ARE PRECIOUS IN HIS SIGHT”

OVERVIEW: Children will learn that we are all special in God’s eyes and that no one is better than another.

PREPARATION: You will need a plastic container filled with treats like one of the following:  grapes, raisins, vanilla wafers or any other treat.  You will also need small squares of paper, one number on each square starting with “1” and continuing until each child in your group has a number.  You will also need your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: James 2:1-4, Galatians 3:28

ICEBREAKER: Put the container of grapes and/or other treats on the floor in the center of the room.  Say:  Suppose I said that on the count of THREE, everyone dive into the bowl and grab as many treats as you can…what do you think would happen?  Let the children answer:  (the grapes would spill or get squashed, someone would get shoved and may not get any grapes, there would be a fight to grab the most…) Say:  Now suppose I gave each of you this little square of paper with a number written on it and you were called in number order to take a grape/treat in turn, according to your number, how would that be?  (Everyone would get a fair turn, no one would get hurt, someone would always be first and someone would always be last!)  Let’s try it this way and see how it works.  (You can continue calling out numbers until all the treats are gone.)  Say:  If you were chickens, what we just talked about would be called a “Pecking Order.”  In a pecking order, the strongest, best chicken would always get to go first and the weakest, smallest chicken would always have to go last.  This might happen with chickens, but it should never happen in God’s family.
READ: “COME, JUST AS YOU ARE” Bible Story 

(on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
Say:  Let’s see what the Bible has to say about showing favorites.  Read James 2:1-4

Ask:

1. Why did the usher want the new family to go away?  (Because they looked differently from him.  He didn’t take the time to look past their differences to notice that they were actually his brothers and sisters in Christ.)
2. What does the Bible verse we just read say about his attitude?  (It is evil.  It doesn’t please God.)
3. Is it OK to treat people differently just because they are not like you?  (The Bible says we are to love our neighbors, as ourselves, no matter where they are from or what language they speak, or what they wear.)
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Say: Celebration Church and our Life Groups are made up of all different kinds of people.  Different ages, races, religions, backgrounds.  The Bible teaches that we are all precious to God and He doesn’t favor boys over girls, young over old or rich people over poor.  Our God loves us all equally.  Aren’t you glad God doesn’t play favorites?  And if God doesn’t, neither should we!  Let’s sing the song “Jesus Loves the Little Children.”  Who can lead us!
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One day a man and his family went to church.  They had escaped from a country where there was a terrible war and had to leave many of their belongings behind.  Now, they had to start all over again in America. When they walked into the church, the usher noticed the family.  He did not like people from another race.  He did not like people who did not have as much money as he had.  “You should not come to this church,” he said.  “There is another church down the road that would be better for you.”  However, the family didn’t understand English very well and kept walking down the isle.  The usher said, “Well, if you must stay, you can’t sit near the front.  Here’s a little corner where you can sit so that no one will notice you.”  But the little family didn’t understand and sat near the front.  The usher looked worried.  “I’m sorry,” he said.  “If you want to sit in the front, you will need to wear something better than jeans and a T-shirt.”  Just then the pastor walked up.  He greeted the new family warmly.  “I’m so glad you have come,” He said.  “I’m sorry you can’t understand all of our service, but if you know Jesus and love Him, just worship Him in the language of 
your country.”  He smiled and they smiled.  
The father then picked up his most treasured possession, a well-read Bible, with a torn cover and wrinkled pages.  The man brought the Bible near to his chest and hugged it tight.  He had tears in his eyes.  This was one of the few possessions the family was able to save when they left their war-torn country.  The pastor then realized that the man loved the word of God and the God of the Bible.  They were happy to be together.  The usher then realized he had not pleased God with his attitude and asked for forgiveness not only from God, but to the precious family he had judged so harshly.
ACTIVITY:  Choose a child to be from a different country and speak a “pretend language” from that country.  Have that child leave the room and come back in.  Have the kids reject and make fun of the different person, criticizing his clothes, his language, etc.  Have one child act like the pastor did in our story.  If time permits, have each child take a turn being the “different” person.  Ask how does it feel being not welcomed by the group and then being treated kindly by one person?





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave or free, male or female, for you are all one in Jesus Christ.”  Galatians 3:28








RETURN:  Return to the Life Group and recite the Bible Memory Verse.  Explain how God loves all His children equally and that we are precious to Him.  Then, lead the Life Group in singing “Jesus Loves the Little Children.”
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“COME, JUST AS YOU ARE…”


(Based on James 2:1-4)





PRAY:  Say:  This week plan to talk with a child that is a different race or comes from a different background than you.  They may be older than you or a different religion or go to a different church or no church at all!  Just say hi and a few kind words to try to get to know them better.  It will really bless them.  Let’s pray asking God to bless the people we talk to this week.
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