Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 ~ July 1st – July 7th, 2007
“A CHANGED MAN”
OVERVIEW: The children will learn that God can help them overcome habits in their lives that are blocking their relationship with Him.

PREPARATION: You will need 3x5 index cards, pencils or markers, a blindfold, ABOUT 10 small objects found around your house (a battery, a plastic spoon, a sock….for example), your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Mark 5:1-20 and 2 Corinthians 4:4

ICEBREAKER: Ask:  “What is your Bible favorite story?” 

READ: “Mad Man of Gadara” Bible Story (on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. Where did the mad man live? (Gadara)
2. Who controlled the mad man when he did crazy things? (The devil)
3. What were some bad things that he did? (He cut himself; scared people; wouldn’t live in his house but in a cemetery and he wouldn’t wear his clothes.)
4. What left the man at Jesus’ command?  (The devil)
5. What did the man want to do after Jesus set him free?  (He wanted to be a follower of Jesus and be with him.)
6. What did Jesus tell the man to do after he was back to normal? (Go tell his family about what great things Jesus had done.)

LIFE APPLICATION:  (Since there is no right or wrong answers, encourage the children to share what’s on their hearts.) 
1. What habits do you have that you would like Jesus to help you with?  (Being: messy, lazy, jealous, bossy, saying bad words, losing your temper all the time, lying or stealing are some examples.)
2. If this habit continues, how could it hurt your relationship with God?

3. When we pray about your habit and Jesus helps you with it, who can you go tell about what great things God has done for you?

Take the time to pray for each child and what it is that they would like God’s help in overcoming.
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ACTIVITY:  “WHICH ONE NEXT”

Write each word of the memory verse on a separate note card.  Mix up all the cards and give a word or two to each child.  See how fast the children can put the words of the verse in order on the floor.  Collect the words, mix them up and give them out again.  Praise them for their efforts.
GAME:  Blindfold each child and let him try to retrieve an object you have placed across the room.  Be sure that the blindfolded child does not fall or run into anything.  Then, have the same child retrieve the object with someone helping him.  Explain that God is here for us, to help us go where we need to go.  He is also here for us to help us with things in our lives that are blocking us from being all He wants us to be.  Pray for each child by name, asking for God’s power and guidance.


One day, Jesus was traveling across Galilee with His disciples.  They were crossing the Sea of Galilee and a fierce storm appeared.  Jesus commanded the storm to calm and it did.  Then when the boat arrived on the shore, Jesus met a crazy man known as the “Mad Man of Gadara.”  This man was possessed, or controlled by the devil.  The man would not wear his clothes.  He would not live in his house but made the cemetery (where they bury people who have died) his home.  He would hurt himself by hitting himself with rocks and cutting himself.  He would scream and holler and run wildly all over town.  The people that lived in the town were very afraid of him.


One day some of the men in the town of Gadara captured the mad man and chained him up with strong chains so he wouldn’t be able to run around hurting himself and scaring other people.  He was able to break the chains and escape.  He kept acting crazy and scaring people.


When Jesus and His disciples arrived in Gadara, the mad man ran over to Jesus and fell at His feet.  The demons in him knew who Jesus was.  Jesus commanded the devils to come out of the man and leave him alone.  


And then guess what happened!  The mad man was no longer mad!  When the town people came out to see what happened, they found the man with all his clothes on and acting very sensible and normal.  No longer could he be called the mad man of Gadara.  This man wanted to follow Jesus and be with Him as Jesus did miracles.  Jesus told him, “No, go tell your family and friends what great things the Lord has done for you.”  And the man went from town to town, telling everyone he saw how wonderful God is and how he delivered him from chains of bondage that the devil put him in.


When you allow Jesus to be the boss of your life, He becomes your Lord and your forever friend.  Jesus sets people free from bad things that hurt people and their relationship with God.  If Jesus is in control of your life then the devil cannot completely control you, like he controlled the mad man.  The devil does still try to bring you down and cause you not to be all that God wants us to be.  But when Jesus is our Lord, he will be there for you.  Just ask Him.


TIPS ON LEADING THE KID’S SLOT
· The three most important things you can do before, during and after you teach are:  Pray! Pray! Pray!

· Learn the children’s names.  Use name tags if you need to.

· Rely on the Holy Spirit for strength and wisdom.

· Arrive early to set up the room.

· Have the children sit on the floor, with the younger children next to the older ones.

· Enlist the help of older children by giving them a job to do:  the icebreaker, leading the activity time or prayer.

· Feel free to substitute or leave things out.  Be flexible.

· This is not a time for the teacher to just lecture and the children just listen.

· Don’t do all the talking.

· Listen with your heart and with your eyes!

· The Kid’s Slot should usually take about 40 minutes.  Send in a runner to check on the status of the adults.  Allow an additional few minutes if needed.
· The children need to be welcomed back to the Life Group and allowed to share what they have learned.  Give them your undivided attention and lots of praise.
BE CREATIVE AND HAVE FUN!
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “The god of this age (the devil) has blinded the minds, so they cannot see the light of the gospel of Christ.” 2 Cor. 4:4 (NIV)








RETURN: Return to the Life Group and have the children recite the Bible Memory Verse for the adults.  Briefly explain the story and how God wants us to ask for His help in being free from the habits that bring us down. Then pray together and enjoy a time of fellowship together.


�














“MAD MAN OF GADARA”


(Based on Mark 5:1-20)








