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July 15th – July 21st, 2007
“WE ARE CALLED TO BE A BLESSING”

OVERVIEW: The children will understand that just as Jesus blesses us, they can bless and encourage others by praying for them.

PREPARATION: You will need old magazines and catalogs to cut up, scissors, and a piece of construction paper for each child, glue or scotch tape. You will also need your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Mark 10:13-16
ICEBREAKER: Have the children complete the following sentence:  “God has blessed me (with or by)…”

READ: “Jesus Blessed the Children”

Bible Story (on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. Why did the disciples try to send the children away?  (They thought He had too many other important things to do, so He didn’t have time for the children.)

2. What did Jesus do next?  (He told the children to come to Him and laid His hands on them and blessed them.)

3. What else did Jesus do when He laid hands on People? (He healed them.)

4. If you are a believer, can you lay hands on people for healing and blessing?  (Yes)



Special Note:  Feel free, from time to time, to deviate a bit from the lesson.  Take the kids outside and shoot some basketball or play a game in the grass or under the carport.  If you prefer to stay inside, you can let them watch a Christian video or listen to kid’s praise music.  Sometimes, kids just need a little break.  Spend some time listening to them and asking them to share.  You can still do your lesson, if you like, but instead of the activity, you can go for a walk and discuss along the way, some "“truths to be shared!”



While Jesus was here on earth, He would lay His hands on sick people and they would be healed.  His touch made blind people see, deaf people hear, and crippled people walk.  He spoke words of kindness and blessing to people.  How wonderful it was to be near Jesus and receive a touch from Him!


Jesus was always helping people and teaching them about His Father, God.  Crowds followed Him everywhere.  One day some mothers brought their children to Jesus.  They wanted Jesus to bless their children.  The children wanted to see Jesus, too.  But Jesus’ disciples tried to send the mothers and children away.  “Jesus does not have time for children,” they said.  “He has more important things to do.”


Jesus did not like what the disciples said.  “Let the children come to me,” He said.  “Do not send them away.  Anyone who wants to be part of God’s kingdom must receive it like a little child.”  The children and their mothers came to Jesus.  He took the little ones up in His arms, laid His hands on them and blessed them.


Wouldn’t you have liked to be among those children that Jesus blessed that day?  I wonder what He said to them.  I’m sure He spoke kind words, about how special they were to God, and how much He loved them.  Maybe He prayed that they would grow up to be strong and healthy, to obey God, and be all that God wanted them to be.  Jesus loves children.  He loves anyone who wants to come to Him.


This is just one example of Jesus blessing people.  He laid His hands on the children for a blessing.  He laid hands on people who needed healing.  Before Jesus went back to heaven, He gave His disciples the power and authority to do the things He did while here on earth.  In Mark 16:18, Jesus said that those who believe in Him would “lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”  Are you a believer in Jesus?  If so, you can bless people by helping them and saying kind words.  When praying for your family or close friends, you can lay hands on them in a gentle way, just like Jesus would, and pray for them to be blessed and healed.  Maybe you have had someone pray for God’s blessing and healing for you and felt God’s peace.
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BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: 


“And He took (the children) up in His arms, and put His hands on them, and blessed them.”  Mark 10:16)





ACTIVITY:


Have the children look through the magazines and cut out pictures of all kinds of people. Write the word “Jesus” or have the older children write his name in the center of the piece of construction paper. Have the children glue or tape the pictures of people around the name of Jesus. Remind them that Jesus reaches out to touch everyone by healing and helping them.











RETURN:  Have the children return to the Life Group and display their pictures. Have the leader share briefly about Jesus blessing the children.  If possible have the parents lay hands on their child or children while the Life Group leader prays a prayer of blessing on the children of the group, and for any specific needs they might have.  The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.





“Jesus Blessed the Children”


(Based on Mark 10:13-16)








