Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 ~ Dec. 2nd – Dec. 8th, 2007 

[image: image1.wmf]“GROWING AS CHILDREN OF GOD”[image: image2.wmf]
OVERVIEW: Children will learn how to grow to be more like Jesus every day.

PREPARATION: You will need a tape measure, a ball of string or yarn, scissors, paper, pencil, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: 1 John 3:2, 1 John 2:12-14

ICEBREAKER: Take a tape measure and ask each child to stand against the wall.  Measure how high each child is.

Ask:

1. Who’s the tallest?

2. Who’s the shortest?

3. Can a child ever be taller than his parents?  (Some teenagers are.)
4. Have you ever seen an adult who is short like a child?  (Like Zacchaeus in the Bible.)
Say:  Remember, being “grown-up” does not depend on how tall you are!
READ: “GROWING AS CHILDREN OF GOD” 

Proceed to the Life Application Questions followed by the group activity – “Way to Grow!”



Read:  1 John 2:12-14

Say:  When you become a Christian, you are like a spiritual child, even if you are an ADULT!  As you know, children are supposed to grow.  If we don’t spend time getting to know Jesus better, we are like babies who never get any bigger.  When children do something wrong, they often run and hide.  If we disobey Jesus, we might want to run and hide from Him.  But, if we are truly obeying Jesus, we will rush to see Him and be full of courage when He calls us.  Everyone who has Jesus in their hearts and in their lives are called “Children of God.” It doesn’t matter if they are an adult or a child – they are still a child of God.  And as you know, children are very special people.  Your Mom and Dad will do many things for you that they wouldn’t do for anybody else because you are so special to them.  You are their child!  Listen to this story about a friend of mine:

Danny ran into his parent’s room.  “Daddy, Daddy, you’ve got to get up. Today we’re going to have a field day at school called Family Sports Day!”  Danny’s dad was very tired.  He had come home late last night from a business trip.  He wanted to sleep.  He opened his eyes to tell Danny that he would get up later, but then he saw Danny’s face beaming with excitement.  Danny couldn’t wait to go to school with his dad.  So…Danny’s dad swung his legs onto the floor and said, “O.K. Son, let’s get going!” 

Say:  God loves us more than Danny’s dad loved him!  God thinks about us all the time and He wants to be pleased with us.  Aren’t you glad that you are God’s special child?  You are close to His heart!
LIFE APPLICATION:  (Since there is no right or wrong answers, encourage the children to share what’s on their hearts.)

Let me ask you a few questions.  Suppose you knew that Jesus was coming back for all Christians tomorrow!
1. Would you do anything different?  (Pray, read your Bible)
2. Is there anything you would like to say or do for someone?  (Tell a lost friend/family member about Jesus, tell someone you love them, and ask for forgiveness for something wrong you have done.)
CLOSING:  Say:  This week, take your string along with you.  When you do something that you wrote on your list or that you think would make Jesus happy, say to yourself, “I just grew a few inches as a Christian.”
RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Have the children bring the Children’s Prayer Notebook and have each child mention one person they are praying for to know Jesus.  After the prayer time, let the children show the adults their pieces of string and have them explain how they are growing to be more like Jesus every day by the things they say and do!  Have them recite the Bible Memory Verse together. The children then join the adults in the fellowship time.
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BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “We do know that when Christ returns we will be like him…”1 John 3:2a


(add 1 John 3:2b for the older children)—“because we will see Him as He truly is.”








ACTIVITY:  “WAY TO GROW!”


Take the tape measure and tell the children you are going to use it as a “spiritual tape measure.”  Ask them to make a list of things that would show that someone is growing as a Christian and award so many inches for each item on the list.  (Here are some suggestions to help you get started.  Let the children make up the list and inches.  You or an older child can write them down.)


Talking/Praying to God-------------------5 inches


Telling someone about Jesus---- ----------8 inches


Being patient with each other--- ----------3 inches


Obeying your parents--------------------5 inches


Not losing your temper-------------------4 inches


Sharing your favorite toy/game------------5 inches


Being helpful when asked-----------------4 inches


Reading your Bible or Bible Story Book------6 inches


When the children have suggested a long list of items, have each child make their own personal list from the master list you wrote down and decide what they can do to show they are growing in Christ.  (Add up all the inches that correspond to the list each child made and cut a piece of string or yarn that length in inches and give it to the child.  Take the time to explain that this is a good way to remind us that we need to grow to be like Jesus in everything we say and do.)





Say:  Keep this string as a reminder that you need to grow to be more like Jesus every day.  As you obey Jesus, you are growing spiritually and this makes Him very happy.





Review the Bible Memory Verse.








“GROWING AS CHILDREN OF GOD”


(Based on 1 John 2:12-14)








