Kid’s Slot ~ Aug. 26th – Sept. 1st, 2007
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OVERVIEW:  Children will be taught about sharing the Good News with others. 

PREPARATION: Your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. 







BIBLE REFERENCES/VERSES: Acts 9:1-31 & Acts 1:8

ICEBREAKER: “What is your favorite game to play? Why is it your favorite game?”
READ: Read the story “Who’s in your Basket?”(On the other side)  

Discussion Questions:
1.  What happened to Saul as he traveled to Damascus? (Jesus met him on the road and he was blinded. Later he became a believer in Jesus.)

2. What did he start to do immediately after giving his heart and life to Jesus? (He started telling the Jews that Jesus is the Son of God---their long awaited Messiah.)

3. When the people heard this, what did they do? (They planned to kill him)
4. How did Saul escape from being killed? (He was lowered to the ground in a big basket.)

5. When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, how was he treated? (The disciples didn’t talk to him because they thought that he was trying to trick them. Paul had already arrested many followers of Jesus and the disciples thought he was planning to do the same thing to them.)

Life Application/Ministry Time:

1. Many people love to tell a funny joke or a story about someone they know. Why are so many Christians afraid to tell others about Jesus?  Why do you think so?

2. Have you ever been afraid to tell someone about Jesus? How did that make you feel? 

3. Tell of a time when you told someone about Jesus.  What happened? 
4. Go over the A-B-C’s of sharing the Gospel and have the children “witness” to their friends on how to share the Gospel. Pray for the children that they may be bold witnesses in their school, in their family and with their friends.
Activity: “Simon Says…”

Have someone be “Simon” and give the children commands such as “stand on one leg,” “touch you left elbow,” etc.  The children cannot do the activity until they quote the Bible memory verse that you give them to repeat in Acts 1:8. If they attempt the activity before quoting the verse, they must sit out until the last one standing wins. After the game, have all the children quote the verse several times.
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My witnesses….” Acts 1:8

RETURN TO THE Life Group:

Have the children return to the Life Group and recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Have the leader explain a little bit about the lesson and how God wants us to share the Good News with others. The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.

The ABC’s of sharing the Gospel:

A – Admit that you are a sinner – Romans 3:23

B – Believe that Jesus Christ is God’s son and died for your sins – Romans 5:8-9

C- Call upon His name and he will save you – Romans 10:9-10

“Who’s in your Basket?”
(Based on Acts 9:1-31)


Have you ever been so excited about a present you’ve received that you couldn’t wait to tell someone? Sure you have! Whether it was a Christmas present or a birthday present, it doesn’t matter because now it is yours and not something you had hoped that one day would be yours.


But can you think of a present that you would risk your life to tell others about? Whatever gift you received, whether it was a new Wii or a new bike, I doubt you would be willing to die for the chance to share the good news with a friend.


Well, in the Bible there are several stories about people who not only risked their lives to tell others about God but also were even punished for doing so.  Let’s look at a story about a man who was hidden in a basket to avoid being killed for telling others about the greatest gift he had ever received:


Now there was a man named Saul who hated Christians. He traveled to different cities, trying to find and arrest those who believed in Jesus. One day as Saul was traveling, Jesus appeared to him and told him that the Lord would use him in a might way.  He was blinded by a great light and fell off the horse he was riding. After three days, he received his sight. Needless to say, Saul gave his life to the Lord.
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A little later, he stayed in a city called Damascus with other people who believed in the Lord.  Saul was supposed to have gone there to arrest other believers but now was a believer himself. What an awesome change that took place in Saul’s life. And now, instead of arresting Christians, he was going into the synagogues (the Jewish churches) and saying, “Jesus is the Son of God…the Messiah.” Those who heard him preach continued to be amazed saying, “Isn’t this the man who destroyed many who believed in the name of Jesus. Didn’t he come here for the purpose of arresting them and bringing them bound in chains before the chief priests?” But Saul only kept getting stronger in his faith.


And when Saul arrived in Jerusalem he tried to become friends with the disciples there, but they were afraid of him because they did not believe that he had become a Christian, but thought he was trying to trick them. A follower of Jesus called Barnabas brought Saul to the disciples and introduced him as a “changed man” after Saul met Jesus n the road to Damascus. The disciples could see now that Saul was a true believer in Jesus and could be trusted. 

 Afterward, Saul moved freely around Jerusalem and spoke to the Jews in the synagogue about Jesus. But this stopped after plans were made by some other Jews to have Saul killed. Now after many days had gone by, several Jews began to plan how to kill Saul, but Saul found out their plans. So the men who planned to kill him waited by the city gates day and night in order that they might catch him. But his disciples put Saul in a big basket and lowered him down to the ground through a hole in the wall of the city. Saul had safely escaped!

Saul went to Caesarea and then to his hometown of Tarsus. So the church throughout the area enjoyed great peace. The Christians were built up in their faith and were strong in the Lord, being in the comfort of the Holy Spirit.


As you can see, Saul, whose name was later changed to Paul, risked his life to tell others about Jesus. He knew that he would probably suffer harm and even lose friends because of his love for Jesus, but it didn’t matter.  The Lord had given him the great gift of eternal life, and he wanted everyone to know.  And those men who lowered him to the ground in a big basket may have never known that that same man, Saul, whom they helped escape trouble, would one day write many books of the Bible.  But this they did know - they knew that the message Saul was preaching needed to be told to others.


As Christians, we, too, have been given a gift that is so wonderful we must tell others, even if it may cause us trouble. So let’s reach into our “Gospel Basket” and give to the world what they need to hear. That Jesus loves them, that he died for them and wants them to spend eternity with Him in heaven.
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