Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1  Aug. 12th – Aug. 18th, 2007
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OVERVIEW: Children will learn that obedience to God is not an option.  God expects and demands that we obey Him, in all things.

PREPARATION: You will need poster board, markers, scissors, an NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Numbers 20:1-12 & Deuteronomy 31-34:7 

ICEBREAKER: Ask:  Name someone that you watch and learn good things from.  What have you learned?

READ: “Joshua Becomes the Leader” Bible Story 

(on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. How old was Moses when he died?  (120 years old.)
2. Why couldn’t Moses enter the Promised Land?  (Because he disobeyed God and did not uphold God’s holiness in front of the Israelites.)
3. Who was a follower of Moses, learned to be a great leader and took over after Moses died?  (Joshua)
4. What did Joshua receive when Moses laid his hands on him?  (The spirit of wisdom.)

LIFE APPLICATION:  (Since there is no right or wrong answer, encourage the children to share what’s on their hearts.)

 DISCUSS:               

1. Name someone who is a spiritual leader and why you would like to be like that person.

2. Can you think of someone younger than you or who is not a Christian that you can help by being a good example for them?

3. God used change to help the Israelites grow.  Moses was their leader, but then Joshua became their new leader.   What changes has God done in your life to help you grow?

4. What can you learn when you watch, listen and obey?

 


MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITIES:  On a half piece of poster board, write the Bible Verse, including the reference.  Then, cut the verse into “puzzle pieces.”  After the children have memorized the verse, give them the poster board verse that has been cut into puzzle pieces.  See who can put the puzzle together the fastest.  You can divide the children into teams or play individually.  If possible, keep track of their time by your watch.



Moses was 120 years old.  The Lord told Moses he would see the Promised Land from a distance, but that he would not enter the Promised Land.  Do you know why?  You see, Moses was really aggravated with the people of Israel.  All they kept doing was griping and complaining.  First, they complained about the Red Sea so God helped them.  Then, they complained about being thirsty, and God helped them.  Then, they were hungry, and God helped them.  Then, they were thirsty again and again God helped them.  Every need the Israelites had, God was there to meet it for them. But did it stop them from all their complaining? NO!


While they were in the desert, the people of Israel complained again to Moses that they had no water.  “Why did you bring us out of Egypt to this terrible place?  It has no grain or fruit and besides that—there is no water to drink!”  Moses and his brother Aaron went before the Lord to pray.  God told Moses to SPEAK to the rock and water would pour out of it before their eyes.  So Moses and Aaron gathered the people together, just as God commanded.  Moses said, “Listen to what you are saying! How dare you rebel against our holy God! Must we bring you water out of this rock for you to drink?”  Then Moses raised his staff and HIT the rock two times instead of speaking to it. Water gushed out, just like God promised – but Moses did not listen to God and SPEAK to the rock like he was told to – he hit it instead.  Because Moses did not obey God, God was not pleased with Moses.  


God told Moses, “Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not enter into the Promised Land.”  God was punishing Moses for his disobedience.  It is important to do what God wants us to do, and to do it His way!  We show respect to God by obeying Him in all things.


As they traveled on, Moses spent time with Joshua, sharing what the Lord told him to do.  Moses told Joshua, “Be strong and courageous, for you must go with the Israelites to the land that the Lord swore to their forefathers to give them.  Do not be afraid or be discouraged for the Lord your God is the one that goes with you.”  Then, Moses went on top of Mount Nebo and God showed him the Promised Land.  God said, “I will give the land to your children and to their children.  I have let you see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it.”  Moses died there and was buried.  Even though Moses died at 120 years old, he still had a lot of energy and his eye sight was very good.  The people of Israel were sad at Moses’ death.


Before Moses died, he laid his hand on Joshua and prayed for him to be filled with the Spirit of wisdom.  The Israelites listened to Joshua and obeyed him as their new leader.  While they were in Egypt, Moses let Joshua follow him, watch him and learn from him.  He taught Joshua how to hear from God and obey His word.  Since then, the Bible says there has never been another prophet that the Lord knew face to face, as He knew Moses.

I know it is sometimes hard to obey those who have authority over us – like our parents, our teachers or other leaders. God’s word is clear – when we obey those in leadership over us, he will bless us! Don’t you want to be blessed by God? I know I do. Ask the Lord to help you to obey “the first time!” 
[image: image3.wmf]
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face.”  Deuteronomy 34:10








RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Have the children recite the Bible Memory Verse.  Tell the adults that the children learned about a mighty man of God named Moses.  Explain that God loved Moses and wanted him to enter into the Promised Land, but would not allow him to do so, because of his disobedience.  Ask the adults if anyone knows what Moses did to disobey God.  Most people think it was because Moses struck the rock two times instead of once, but that is incorrect.  It was because Moses struck the rock, instead of speaking to it.  In doing so, Moses did not uphold God’s holiness in the sight of the Israelites.  Have the children pray with the Life Group and share in the fellowship time together. 





“JOSHUA BECOMES THE LEADER”


(Based on Numbers 20:1-12 and Deuteronomy 31)








