Kid’s Slot 

 April 15th – April 21st, 2007
Do You Have Time for GOD?

OVERVIEW:  Children will realize the importance of spending time with God every day. 

PREPARATION: NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. 







BIBLE VERSE: Psalm 119:11
ICEBREAKER: Ask the children to share with you about their favorite vacation or the one their family may be planning on taking this summer.
READ: Read the story “Taking a Vacation from God?” (On the other side)  

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1.  What happened when Skippy the Squirrel went on vacation? (He didn’t have enough acorns to eat in the winter)
2. What happened when Jack stopped reading his Bible and praying? (It was hard for him to live for Jesus)
3. Do you have a “quiet time” with God every day?  If not, can you start today?
4. Some people would say that going to Life Group, Bible-Study or Children’s Church or saying a quick prayer before they eat or hop into bed each day is plenty enough time to spend with God.  What would you say? 

[Explain just like how our bodies need food several times a day, so it is with “spiritual food.”  We just can’t “be fed” during our Life Group and on Sunday or Wednesdays and expect to have enough energy for the whole week.  The same with God’s word…. which is our “spiritual food.”  We need to be in the word every day in order to nourish us and feed us, so we can be strong Christians.]

ACTIVITY:

Ask the children this question: What other activities do you, your friends and other children do instead of spending time with the Lord reading and studying His word?  

(The kids should have no problem coming up with “other activities” they would rather do than reading their Bible. Here are a few suggestions ~~~ watching TV, playing video games, talking on the phone, playing with their friends, riding their bikes, going to the movies, sleeping, playing sports . . . the list is endless.  Write down what the kids’ share.  Then…go back over the list and ask them this question, “Is spending time with God more important than . . . then fill in the blank with one of the activities the kids just shared.  After you have gone through the list, the kids will be able to see that NOTHING is more important than spending time with the Lord.)

 Talk with the children about developing their own quiet time.  For the younger children, it may be at bedtime, when their parents read them their Bible story.  For the older children, who already read, encourage them to spend time in the morning or before they go to bed, reading God’s word. God has something new, exciting and “fresh” He wants to share with us each and every day.  Spending time in the Bible allows us opportunity to hear from God as well as meditate on His word. 

Prayer Time: 

In addition to writing down the children’s prayer requests in the notebook, ask the children to make a commitment to the Lord for spending time reading their Bible and praying every day.  Write down when and even where they will have their “quiet time.”  When the group meets next week, see if any of the children were faithful to their commitment. Keep encouraging them to spend time every day in the word.

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:

“I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you, God.”  Psalm 119:11

Return to the Life Group:

Have the children return to the Life Group and recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Have the leader explain a little bit about the lesson and how they are making a commitment to have a “quiet time” with God every day.  The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.

“Taking a Vacation from God!?!?”
[image: image1.wmf]
Let me tell you a story I once read about a little squirrel named Skippy.  He lived in a hole in a tree in the forest, where there were many other squirrels.  Every autumn the squirrels were very busy, gathering acorns and storing them in holes for the winter.  Skippy was well known for being the busiest squirrel in the forest and usually stored up more acorns than any of the others.  One autumn, Skippy decided to take it easy and go on vacation.  “I still have a lot of acorns stored up from last fall,” he thought.  “I don’t have to work hard this year.  I’m just going to rest and watch the other squirrels.”  
After awhile, the leaves fell from the trees, and the cold weather came.  Then snow covered the ground, and there were no more acorns to be found except what the squirrels had stored.  For a while, Skippy was doing fine.  Then one cold morning in the middle of winter, he went to get an acorn for breakfast, and guess what?  There were none there.  Poor Skippy, he had no acorns left.  What was he going to do?

Soon another squirrel named Scruffy came by for a visit.  He was Skippy’s friend, and he could see that Skippy was in trouble.  “You’re looking sad today.  What’s wrong?” he asked his friend. 

“I thought I could take it easy while the other squirrels were busy gathering acorns. Now all my acorns are completely gone.  I was very foolish.  I will never be so lazy again — that is, if I can make it through the winter without starving,” Skippy said sorrowfully.


“It sounds like you have learned a good lesson,” said Scruffy.

“I have,” said Skippy.  “No more vacations for me when I need to be harvesting acorns?  If I get another chance, I’m going to store up acorns every day.”

“Well, then,” said Scruffy, “I’ll share my acorns with you for the rest of the winter.  Come over to my house, I have enough for both of us.”

This story of Skippy the Squirrel reminds me of some Christians. Let me tell you about a boy named Jack.  Jack was a Christian.  He had asked Jesus to come into his heart.  He was very faithful to read his Bible and pray.  Every morning and every night, he read from God’s Word, and memorized a verse.  One day Jack started counting all the Bible verses he had memorized, and all the prayers God had answered.  There were so many, he lost count!  “I’ve been doing this for quite awhile now,” he thought.  “It won’t matter if I take a break and miss my quiet time tonight.  I’m really tired.  Now that I’m on the baseball team, I’m just going to think about baseball these next few weeks.  I have enough Bible verses stored up for a while, so I’ll just take a vacation from reading my Bible and praying.”

At first it seemed like things were going all right, but soon Jack began having a hard time living for Jesus.  He began to talk back to his parents and be mean to his brother and sister. Once he got into a fight with one of his best friends.  He wasn’t even enjoying playing baseball because he was always arguing with someone on his team.  At home and at school, everyone began to notice a difference in Jack.  Finally one day, as Jack was lying on his bed jut thinking, he noticed his Bible on the shelf.  It was covered with dust.  “That’s what’s wrong with me,” thought Jack.  “I haven’t read my Bible or prayed lately.  I haven’t had any spiritual food.”

Jack decided to end his “Vacation from God” that had caused him so much unhappiness.  He knelt by his bed and prayed, asking God to forgive him. Then he opened his Bible to Psalm 119:11 and read, “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against you, God.”


“I’m going to store up God’s Word and hide it in my heart everyday,” said Jack.  “I learned my lesson.  I need spiritual food to keep my spirit strong.”
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