Kid’s Slot ~ May 20th – 26th, 2007 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
“WHAT IS WISDOM”

OVERVIEW: Children will learn that they can ask God for His wisdom whenever they need it and He will give it to them freely.

PREPARATION: You will need a blindfold, 3 small objects like a ball, a toy, a hat and a garbage can.  You will also need your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: 1 Kings 1-3 and James 1:5

ICEBREAKER: Ask: What is your favorite thing about school and why?

READ: “SOLOMON the WISE” Bible Story 

(…on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. Why did God choose Solomon to be the next King?  (Because he loved the Lord and followed His ways, just like his father David.)
2. What did Solomon ask God to give him?  (Wisdom and an understanding heart to fairly and wisely judge God’s people.)
3. Did God just give Solomon wisdom and an understanding heart?  (No, He gave him riches and a long life.)
4. Who came first to Solomon to be judged?  (Two women)
5. What did Solomon say to do with the living baby?  (To divide the baby in two with a sword.)
6. Was Solomon really going to kill the baby by cutting it in half?  (No, he was testing the women to see who really cared about and loved the baby.)
LIFE APPLICATION:  (Since there is no right or wrong answer, encourage the children to share what’s on their hearts.) 
1. If God appeared to you in a dream and told you to ask for anything you wanted, what would it be and why?
2. How can you use your wisdom to serve the Lord and grow spiritually?

3. Give one example of a time when you were wise in making a right decision.

 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:  “Echo Me”

Say the first word of the verse and have the children echo it back to you.  Say the next two words, then the next three words, etc.  Children echo each group of words and then repeat the entire verse together.  Then invite the children to repeat the verse in a similar fashion, giving YOU time to echo their word groupings.  Invite several children to be leaders as time permits.


Solomon the Wise

King David was old.  His sons knew that it would soon be time for one of them to be chosen as King over Israel.


Adonijah, David’s next living son, felt very sure that he would be the one to receive the title as King of Israel and began to think very highly of himself.  However, Solomon’s mother, Bathsheba, knew differently.  She had been told by David that Solomon would be the King after him.  King David called for her and said, “Just as I swore to you by the Lord God of Israel saying “Assuredly Solomon your son shall be King after me…so I certainly will do this day…” and David crowned Solomon King that very same day!


Solomon loved the Lord and walked in the ways of the Lord just as his father David had walked.  One night shortly after Solomon became the new King, the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Ask! What shall I give you?”  And Solomon said:  “You have shown great mercy to me, your servant…You have made your servant King after my father, David, but I am a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.  Therefore, give to your servant an understanding heart to judge your people, that I may know good from evil; for who is able to judge this great people of yours?”  Solomon’s reply pleased the Lord very much and because Solomon didn’t ask for riches or long life or the life of his enemies, the Lord said He would give those things to him anyway, along with an understanding heart and great wisdom.

One day, two women came before King Solomon.  One woman told her story saying that they both lived in the same house and had both given birth to baby boys a few days apart.  She said that the other woman’s baby had died in the middle of the night.  She accused the other woman of getting up in the night and swapping the babies, so that she was left with the dead baby!  She said, “I recognize my own baby and when morning came, I realized that she had taken my baby boy away and had given we me her baby, which was dead.” But the other woman told King Solomon that was not what happened, in fact, it was HER baby that had been stolen and replaced with the baby that had died—the two women began to argue back and forth claiming the baby that was still alive to be their own. Since there were no other people in the house to be a witness, they began to argue back and forth claiming each one was telling the truth. 

One baby had died and one was alive.  One was the real mother and one was not!  How could the King know for sure which one was telling the truth?  They were both crying and they both seemed to love their own babies – but which one was which? After hearing their stories, Solomon called for the sword to be brought forth and said, “Divide the child in two and give half to one mother and half to the other mother.” What a shocking thing to ask for the guard to do…can you imagine if that was your own son and the King ordered the child to be cut in two – so each mother could at least have half a baby? Then, the real mother of the baby that was still alive spoke to the King, for she was fearful that her baby boy would be harmed. “Oh my King, give the other woman the baby that is still alive and by no means kill him…I would rather him be alive and live with another mother, that for him to die!”  But the other mother, the one whose son had actually died said, “Good, then cut the baby in two so neither of us will have a son.” 

Then the King knew in his heart that the woman with tenderness was the true mother and ordered the baby to be given to her. When Israel heard of the judgment that King Solomon had given over this case, they feared the King for they saw that the wisdom of God was with him.
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BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God…and it will be given to him.”  James 1:5








ACTIVITY: “DIRECTIONS IN THE DARK”


Directions: Blindfold one child in your group. In advance, place throughout the room several props, like a ball, toy, a hat and a garbage can.  Adapt this game to suit your situation.  Be creative!  The object of this game is for the child with the blindfold to rely on the wisdom of your directions to play the game.  One at a time, call out directions for the child to follow in order to find the items:  Ex:  “The ball is two big steps to your left; pick it up.  Now find the garbage can—it is right behind you.  Toss the ball in the can.  Now, go four big steps forward to your right, Pick up the hat and put it on your head.” 





RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Have the children play the “Echo Me” game to recite the Bible Verse memory – make sure the adults play along with the children.  Tell the adults that the children learned about how Solomon was a wise man that was given his wisdom by God.  God wants to give us wisdom also.  We need to ask for His help, when we have a problem that seems too big for us to handle, like Solomon did and for the little things that come up in our lives too.  Have the children pray with the Life Group and share in the fellowship time together.








