The Gift of Hope
LIFE Group Agenda for the Week of Dec. 9-15, 2007
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. Ask, “What is your most memorable Thanksgiving tradition? We are beginning a series titled The Best Gifts.  In this emphasis we are talking about the importance of Faith, Hope, and Love in our lives. Let’s pray for our Church at this time.
WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read I Corinthians 13:13, Ephesians 2:11-13 and Hebrews 6:17-18.
1. What do you think of when you hear the word, “hope”? Why is hope important?

2. What is the “hope” that we hold onto as believers? 
3. In Ephesians 2:11 and following, Paul is reminding the Jews and Gentiles that they are one in Christ. How does the knowledge that God brings together people from all backgrounds to make up the body give us hope?
4. Does the season of Christmas cause your faith and hope to increase as you think about Jesus or do you tend to become somewhat depressed during this time? Why do you think you feel the way you do?

5. When (or in what circumstances) do you find it most difficult to have hope? 

6. How can the hope we have help others today? In our nation? In other nations?
7. What are some practical things we can do to help people in our country or other countries find hope in Jesus?
8. How can the group pray for you?
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.

1. As a group, think of one thing you can do to send hope around the world as we embark this month on our World Missions emphasis.
2. Think of one thing you can do this week to encourage a friend, neighbor, or relative.

3. The, “I want to ENGAGE” weekend is coming up on Saturday, December 15th from 8am to 2:30pm. This is for anyone wanting to move forward into leadership and it deals specifically with our Life Group ministry. Everyone who has completed the “Know and “Belong” classes are invited to participate. Contact the church office or a community pastor for more details.
4. Next month, we will begin our annual Prayer and Fasting emphasis. More details will follow. 

5. Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.
(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).

