The Agony of Defeat! 
LIFE Group Agenda for the Week of Aug 5-11, 2007
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. Ask, “Can you tell us of a time when as a kid you did something “bad” but didn’t get caught?” We’re in the midst of an emphasis titled On the Threshold of Victory: a study in the book of Joshua.  In this emphasis we are talking about the steps we need to take to “possess the land” or position ourselves to receive God’s greatest blessings. Let’s pray for our Church at this time.
WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word.  We are talking today about how sin can bring about defeat rather than the victory God desires for us. Read Joshua 7:1-26
1. What was Achan’s sin? and What were the repercussions of his sin?
2. What are some of the ramifications of sin we see in the world today?
3. How do people try to justify their sin? 
4. Describe a time in your life when you went down the wrong road. How did that choice impact your life?
5. Do the consequences of my sin always fall on me, or, do they sometimes fall on those around me, as is true in this case?
6. How big an incentive to stop sinning is the fear of getting caught? Do you think people would sin a lot more than they do if no one would every know? 
7. Verse 25. Achan brought trouble on Israel, and God brought trouble on Achan. Is this how sin always is? Does it always bring trouble in the long run? Any exceptions? 

8. How can we pray for one another?
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.

1. Think of one person you know who is struggling with sin. Plan to pray for them and contact them this week.

2. Plan to participate in our Back to School weekend on August 18-19. Invite your unchurched friends to attend with you. 
3. Make plans (maybe as a group) to participate in the 2nd Anniversary Katrina Prayer Rally on Wednesday, August 29th at First Baptist Church, New Orleans. 
4. Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.
(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).

