GOD IS STILL IN CHARGE!
Life Group Agenda for the Week of March 4-10
WELCOME (15 mins) – Welcome everyone (children, teens, adults).  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationship with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline.  Today, we are beginning a new study titled, The Glass Is Half Full.  In this study, we’re going to be looking at some challenging aspects of our lives, and learning how to develop the faith needed to overcome those challenges.  How would you describe an optimist, and how you describe a pessimist?  We’re going to have to all become faith-filled optimists if we are to look at the circumstances of our lives and city, and believe “the glass is half full.” Let’s pray for the Lord to make us all faith-filled optimists in the midst of our study together. 
WORSHIP (15 mins) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to go to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (50 mins) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us through His Word.  Read 1 Chronicles 16:18-31; Jeremiah 32:17-19; Romans 8:28-29
1. “What do we learn from 1 Chronicles 16:18-19, 23-3?” and “What do you think the Bible means when it talks about’ the Lord reigning’?” “Why do people find it difficult to believe God is in charge or in control of their lives and/or world?”

2. “What do we learn from Jeremiah 32:17-19?” and “If God has ‘all power,’ why does He allow bad things to happen to good people?” and “How would you change things in our world if you were God?” and “What makes you know that you’re not God?”

3. “What do we learn from Romans 8:28?” and “Why do you think this promise applies to you?” and “How do we know if someone really loves God?” (ref John 14:21)
4. Pastor Dennis said:  1) Real followers of Jesus experience “appointments” rather than “accidents in their lives; 2) God can take a “flood” in our lives and turn it into a “river of blessing”; and 3) Every moment of every day is one piece of the “puzzle” of God’s plan for our lives.  “What is your perspective of these different comments?” and “If you agree with them, how do they change your perspective about problems in life?”

5. “What do we learn from Romans 8:28-29?” and “Who or what is God using in your life to make you more like Jesus?” and “What changes need to take place in your life for you to resemble the Lord in your attitude, ambitions and actions?”
6. “How can we best pray for you and other significant people to you in your life?”   
WITNESS (10 mins) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world. Let’s prepare ourselves for ministry to others by:

1. Writing down the names of people in our lives who need to come to the Lord or come back to the Lord (and pledging to pray for them 3 times in the coming week)
2. Getting people in our group together one time during the next two weeks for a breakfast, lunch or dinner in same gender groups in order to encourage one another and build stronger friendships with one another

3. Planning to call one another next Saturday evening to remind one another about the Spring Forward Time Change so no one will miss church on Sunday 
4. Praying for the launch of our St. Bernard campus.
5. Making Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowshipping together

(Now is the time to bring the children back into the group and hear what they’ve learned. Have a brief closing prayer with the children before you have fellowship).

