“God answers prayers” was the closing line of an email sent to me recently by a young lady who attends the same Life Group that Vicki and I attend.  She sent that email to Vicki and I and our other Life Group members because we had prayed with her that the Lord would miraculously provide for her and her family’s needs.  In one of our Life Group meetings, we had talked as a group about the subject of giving, and this young lady articulated for us that although she had faced much adversity in her life, she had always been faithful in giving a tithe of her income to the Lord, and the Lord had always been faithful in providing for her needs.
During that meeting she shared that she and her husband were going through some financial difficulties (as many people are these days), but she knew that the Lord would come through for her as He has always done in times past.  We prayed for her and her family that night in our Life Group meeting, and turned the situation over to the Lord.

She was encouraged by her husband to audition here in New Orleans to appear on the game show, The Wheel of Fortune.  Although hundreds of others also auditioned, she was selected to appear on the program.  In November, she flew to Los Angeles to appear on The Wheel of Fortune, and the Lord answered her prayers and our prayers by enabling her to become a “big winner” on the game show.  You can watch one of our own church members on The Wheel of Fortune this Friday evening, January 16 (Channel 8 at 6:30 pm), and rejoice with her and her family in her victory, and the fact that God miraculously answers the prayers of His people.
By the way, since we our Life Group prayed for this young lady, she not only was a big winner on The Wheel of Fortune, but has also been granted a new job and the opportunity to further her education.  When we are faithful to the Lord, He is always faithful to us!

When I think of faithful people, I think of the many lay leaders here at Celebration Church.  This past Sunday evening we had the opportunity to affirm and appreciate our lay leaders with a special banquet in the Activities Center of our Airline Campus.  It was a wonderful evening of worship, fellowship, ministry and vision casting.  I want to encourage you in the coming days to join me and our staff in thanking the Celebration leaders that you work with for their passion, faithfulness, and commitment to building the kingdom of God.

A good number of our Celebration members and attendees are participating with us in our 21 Days of Fasting and Prayer.  We’re expecting the Lord to work miraculously in our lives, in others lives, in our church and city and region in response to our 21 day focus on Him through fasting and prayer.  If you haven’t yet made your “fasting commitment” or join us in this special time of prayer and fasting, there is still time for you to do so.  Simply go to our website (www.celebrationchurch.org), view the Twenty-one materials, start reading the daily devotions, start praying, and start fasting whatever the Lord leads you to fast.  Some people are fasting food (for one, two or all three meals daily), others are fasting television, some are fasting critical words, and others are fasting shopping.  Just ask the Lord to reveal to you what activity or habit you need to sacrifice in your life for the next several weeks to focus on Him, and then begin to pray and pursue Him and His will as never before.  This fasting and prayer emphasis can become a life-changing experience for you and for those you are praying for.
There are several events and activities happening this week that I want to encourage you to be praying for, and possibly participating in.  Those events and activities are:

· Our Midweek Youth Services (Wednesday at our Metairie Campus and Thursdays at our River Parishes and St. Bernard Campuses) – The focus is Drug Awareness and Prevention, and the services begin both nights at 7:00 pm.

· The Greater New Orleans Pastors Coalition meeting with Mayor Ray Nagin, Jefferson Parish President Aaron Broussard and St. Bernard Parish President Craig Taffaro.  Held at First Baptist New Orleans, this is going to be a great opportunity for Pastors and Lay Leaders to hear from, give input to, and pray for the key governmental leaders of our city and region.

· The Conference For Business Excellence that is being hosted by our St. Bernard Campus on Saturday, January 17 (8:00 am – 3:30 pm).  Topics will include:  1) Developing Customer Loyalty, 2) High Payoff Hiring, 3) Restaurant Management, and 4) Business Planning Made Simple.  The cost is $35 per person, and registrations can be made by visiting the Celebration Church website or calling 504.248.0688.  Additional information can be obtained by visiting www.breakoutleaders.com.  

Let me also encourage our Men and Teen boys to register for the upcoming Champions Men’s Retreat (January 23-24).   This is a great opportunity for males to make some godly friendships, strengthen their relationship with the Lord, learn helpful spiritual principles, and get victory over struggles and strongholds in their lives.  I believe that every man and teen boy who attends will experience a greater freedom, fulfillment and focus than they’ve ever had before in their lives.  Registrations can be made on our website, or in our worship services.

I want to thank all who gave generously to our Transforming Our World Missions Offering in December.  Over $25,000 was given to support missionaries and missions ministries.  Much of that money has already been sent to our missionaries, and the rest will be sent in the near future.  Here is the response from one missionary, Pastor Jones Chuks, who is one of the leading pastors in the Muslim nation of Niger (West Africa).  
Dear Celebration Church.  Your prayers and gifts have ministered to us in many ways.  Your faithful support for the work in the Lord in Niger has brought much increase and helped us remain focused.  We were able to support the Children’s Nomadic School Outreach and another Pastor in the field with the gifts you sent.  We have also been able to utilize those funds to continue the use of the building for our Church activities and Mission outreaches.  You have indeed been of a great encouragement to us.

Please continue to pray for us as we seek the Lord for more ground to be won for the Kingdom of Christ.  Islam is becoming more aggressive in Niger, but with your prayers and continued support the Lord will surely keep us standing and moving for Him.  May the Lord bless and honor you for your love.  May the Lord bring more blessings and growth to Celebration Church.

At our Leadership Banquet on Sunday, I introduced to our leaders Stephen and Shingi Suluma, and their daughters Tashinga and Tierra.  Stephen has been one of the leading pastors of the East African nation of Zimbabwe, and Shingi has been one of the leading Christian singers in that nation.  They have moved to New Orleans to attend seminary and to become leaders in our Church’s ministry.  Please be praying for Stephen and Shingi and their daughters as they make this transition to our city and culture.
Our other Pastors and myself look forward to seeing you and those who bring with you this coming weekend as we continue our Get Ready message series.  Until then, may the Lord bless you and keep you and guide as you prioritize Him and His will in your life.

Pastor Dennis
