I want to encourage all of our Celebration members and attendees who are registered to vote to fulfill your civic responsibility by going to the polls and voting on Election Day (Tuesday, November 4).  Be sure to vote for local candidates as well as statewide and national candidates, and as you vote remember to vote for the candidates that best reflect the values of Christianity.  The Bible says, “Blessed is that nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12).  It also reads, “When the righteous rule, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the people groan” (Proverbs 29:2).  Through our voting we can participate in determining whether or not our nation experiences God’s blessing and provision in the years ahead.
As I reflect upon the Presidential election, both of the candidates, Barack Obama and John McCain are very intriguing to me.  Senator Obama has become a media superstar, and has wowed the nation with his intellect, wit and understanding of what the people on “main street” are struggling with.  All of my Christian life I’ve fought against racism and bigotry, and those who know me know how very glad I am that the opportunity now truly exists for a person of color to become our nation’s leader.
Senator McCain is also a very intriguing study.  He is an acclaimed war hero of our nation, who has served as a “maverick” in the U.S. Senate for a number of years, choosing to vote according to his own conscience and beliefs rather than what political party lines and leaders dictated.  I had the privilege of meeting Senator McCain in 2006 when he came to my office to thank me for the tremendous work our church family was doing in addressing the needs of the hurting people of our city. I prayed for him on that day, praying that he would continue to lead our nation in a good and godly way.

I’ve already voted during the early voting period.  As I voted, I did not base my vote on the candidate’s political party alliance, charisma or skin color.  When I cast my ballot I voted for the presidential candidate that best aligns himself with the principles found in God’s Word.  I considered both candidates stances on family rights, homosexual rights and abortion rights, and I also considered the commitment of the candidates to helping those who are impoverished in our nation.  I determined a long time ago that I won’t endorse or vote for anyone who advocates people having abortions or homosexuals getting married.

I cast my ballot knowing that the next president will nominate 2-4 new Supreme Court justices in the next four years, and that the decisions handed down by those justices will impact America for generations to come.  Lastly, as I cast my ballot I did so knowing that regardless of what anyone else thinks of me, I will stand before the Lord one day and answer to Him as to the decisions I’ve made that have not only impacted my life, but impacted the lives of others as well.  I desire on that day to hear the Lord say: “Well done good and faithful servant.  You have been faithful over a few things.  I will make you a ruler of many things.  Enter now into the joy of the Lord.”

Finally, no matter who wins the U.S. Presidential Election, we can be confident of the fact that Jesus will love and change people’s lives, the Bible will still have all the answers, and God will still reign and rule over our universe.
You go vote your Christian values, and let’s all pray for God’s continued blessings upon our nation.
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