This coming weekend provides you and your friends with two great events – our annual Fall Family Festival (October 31) and our CELEBRATION WEEKEND (November 1-2) Worship services.  Our Fall Family Festival is a safe, fun alternative to Halloween that will take place at all three of our campuses.  There will be games, inflatables, rides, food and drinks, lots of candy for little kids and big kids – and everything is free.  There will also be a big fun event for our teens at our Metairie campus immediately following the Fall Family Festival.  Invite your friends, co-workers, neighbors and family members to join you at our Fall Family Festival at one of our campuses on October 31 for a great evening of fun and fellowship.
On Saturday and Sunday (November 1-2) we will be celebrating our church’s 19th anniversary.  Our worship services will include powerful worship, exciting activities for children, the first message in our new One Heart series, and thrilling and encouraging testimonies.  This will be a great weekend to bring others with you because of the above-mentioned reasons, and because this weekend is also Time Change Weekend, when everyone gets an extra hour of sleep.  So contact your friends, co-workers, neighbors and family members and urge them to join you this weekend for our Fall Family Festival and for one of our CELEBRATION WEEKEND services.
CELEBRATION WEEKEND is also a time when we encourage our people to bring an extra “love offering” as a demonstration of their appreciation and affirmation of our church’s ministry.  If the Lord has blessed you in past weeks and months, we encourage you to bring an “extra offering” with you as a “thank you gift” to the Lord when you come to worship this weekend.
In reflecting on our upcoming CELEBRATION WEEKEND, I am reminded of the many cards, emails and letters people have sent to me over the years expressing their love and appreciation for their Celebration family.  Here are just a few of the comments people have shared with me about why they love our church family so much.

· “Celebration Church has been a place of healing and discipleship for me.  This Church has cared for me when I could nothing for myself, and allowed me to take up a new ministry once God had renewed my strength.”

· “Through Celebration Church I have met the most precious life-long friends who helped me through a painful divorce, and helped me to grow closer to God.  I met my new husband here.  Together our family has grown so much.”

· “The Lord Jesus through Celebration Church has saved and changed my life.”

· “Through Celebration Church I have been discipled and trained by godly individuals that have helped me to become a minister to others.”

· “Celebration Church has been our family.  They have loved us unconditionally.  We have grown in Christ and in relationships with others.  Thank you Lord, for using Celebration Church to accept me and love me where I was, and to challenge and empower me to become all You want me to be.”

· “I have found, for the first time in my life, a true community of spiritual brothers and sisters.  The spirit of love, acceptance and learning about Jesus is always available and remarkable here.”

· “The ministry of Celebration means I never have to be alone.  Even though I live alone, there are always Life Groups to visit, activities to be involved in, and lots of friends.”

· “Celebration is like no other Church.  The leaders are ‘praying and hearing from God’ leaders who have hearts for the hurting, and want people to experience freedom in Christ.”

· “I thank God that I am in a Bible-believing Church that is focused on reaching and meeting the needs of people throughout our city.  I’m also thankful that even in a large Church such as ours there is always a personal touch and lots of compassion and love.”

· “Since I’ve been coming to Celebration Church, my life has completely turned around!”

· “I have never been to a Church that shows so much care and love to people that are hurting.”

· “I love Celebration Church, and so do my children.  They don’t want to miss a Life Group meeting or a Worship Service.  God has brought ‘new life’ to my family.”

· “I have been amazed by the friendliness in such a large Church.  I am given freedom to minister as God leads, and offered many study and growth opportunities.  The people here are true servants.” 

· “If it were not for Celebration Church and the awesome people here, I would not be here with my husband and children.  The Lord has saved our marriage and our family.”

If you have a word of appreciation or affirmation concerning our church, please email that to us at info@celebrationchurch.org.  We always love to hear about how people’s lives have been changed, their relationships have been stored, their hurts have been healed, their struggles have been overcome, and their prayers have been answered through the ministry of our church.
Knowing that much prayer is needed as we approach Halloween, CELEBRATION WEEKEND, and “Election Day” (November 4), we have scheduled a Praise and Prayer Service for this coming Wednesday evening (October 29) at our Metairie campus.  I encourage all of our church members and attendees to come and join us for this special time of meeting with the Lord and praying for the personal, regional and national concerns that are on our hearts and minds.  Remember, God moves in response to the prayers of His people.  His Word says “You have not because you ask not” (James 4:2) and “If you being evil men know how to give good things to your children, how much more will the Heavenly Father give to those who ask Him?” (Matthew 7:11).
We’ve received great comments from our people regarding our just completed THE GAME OF LIFE Spiritual Growth Campaign.  Numerous individuals have commented on how the sermons, Life Group studies and the reading of the Chazown book have challenged them in regards to the crucial arenas of their lives, and motivated them to start partnering with God in improving those significant areas of life.  

I encourage you to do what we’ve been encouraging our people to do throughout THE GAME OF LIFE series.  Take some time to write out your Vision (Chazown) for the arenas of life that we have been studying these past six weeks.  Ask yourself:
· What is my Vision for strengthening my relationship with God?

· What is my Vision for strengthening the relationships of my life?  

· What is my Vision for improving my financial situation?

· What is my Vision for improving my health and fitness?

· What is my Vision for upgrading my work situation and career goals?

· What does God really want me to doing with my life in regards to work and ministry?

Read the sections in the Chazown book that address those crucial arenas of life, and then begin to write out not only your Vision, but some goals and actions plans that will help you to move towards your vision.  As you do so, remember this statement:  “95% of Americans never write out their vision and goals, but 95% of the 5% who do wind up accomplishing their vision and goals.” With God’s help, you will begin to accomplish your vision for your life, and experience the great plans and purposes that God has for you.  As you reflect and work on what you’ve learned these past six weeks, remember the words of the Lord in Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you; plans to give you a hope and a future.” May you experience the great plans and destiny God has for you as you begin to identify, write out, pray for and pursue God’s Chazown for your life.

We all need to be praying for our city and region, our state and our country as we approach “Election Day” on November 4.  Every Christian should be motivated to vote in this upcoming election, and if we will all do, we will be able to positively impact the future decisions and destiny of our region, state and nation.  Also, as you prepare to vote remember that your Christians values should dictate how you cast your ballots.  Regardless of what the media, your favored political party or your friends may say, we Christians have to stand together on issues such as family values, life and other principles, because it’s the right thing to do and because one day we will stand before the Lord and answer to Him for the decisions we’ve made.  If desire information about what the issues are in our local, state and national elections, you can pick up a Christians Voters Guide at one of our campuses (or view one on our website).
The Word of God says, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12).  If we want to experience God’s blessings on our nation during this time of turbulence and terror, we have to return to the Lord and the priorities and principles that are found in His Word.

Chad Richardson, has been called to pastor a church in Valdez, Alaska, and will be moving there within the next few weeks.  Please be in prayer for Chad, Dawn and their girls (and for Chad’s mom Ruth Hatfield) as they leave the “lower 48” to minister in one of the still pioneer areas of our nation.  This coming weekend will be their last weekend with us, so call or contact them if you have the opportunity to do so within the next several days.
I’m praying for you, those close to you, our city and region, our state and our nation.

Pastor Dennis

