What a great weekend of worship and ministry we had at our Celebration campuses!  Because of the grace of the Lord and the faithfulness of our people, we had a great weekend even though many of our people are still recovering from the inconveniences and costs associated with Hurricanes Gustav and Ike, and even though our St. Bernard congregation worshiped without air-conditioning because of the theft of some of our AC units.  This past weekend numbers of people came to faith in Jesus or became new membership candidates, and hundreds of people prepared to participate in our upcoming THE GAME OF LIFE Spiritual Growth Campaign by committing to be involved in a Life Group for the duration of the campaign.
THE GAME OF LIFE Spiritual Growth Campaign actually begins this weekend (September 20-21) with a message titled, What’s Your Dream? Have you thought frequently about your dream for your life, or God’s plan for your life?  Consider the following questions:
· If I had no obstacles or restrictions whatsoever, what would I be doing with my life?

· Why am I not doing what I would love to do for God and for others?

We’re going to be addressing those questions and others this coming weekend as we begin THE GAME OF LIFE campaign, which will continue through the month of October.  Throughout this campaign, we will be learning how to:
· Strengthen our Relationship with God

· Upgrade our Relationships with Others

· Improve our Financial Situation

· Develop our Health and Fitness

· Transform our Work Environment and Career Opportunities

Also, as a part of the campaign, we’re giving the book, CHAZOWN – A Different Way To See Your Life to all of our people who attend Life Groups beginning next week.  The reason we are only giving this best-selling and expensive book to those in Life Groups is because we have discovered that the overwhelming majority of people who really read and implement the principles from such a book are those who follow-up their reading by discussing the content with others in small group settings (i.e. Life Groups).  Therefore, if you are willing to fully participate in THE GAME OF LIFE Campaign for the next 6-7 weeks and haven’t yet connected with a Life Group, contact us at info@celebrationchurch.org and we will get you information that will help you find the right group for you and your family members (or friends).
We are still continuing our outreach ministry emphasis to those in Lafourche, Terrebonne and Jefferson Parishes who have been negatively impacted by Hurricanes Gustav and Ike.  This weekend and in the coming weeks we are planning to send teams of people to:

· Clean-up debris in damaged areas and gut-out flooded homes

· Prepare and serve food to those who are still without electricity or supplies
· Assist with people in special needs shelters

If you would like to participate in some way in helping others even as we have been helped in times past, let us know by contacting our church office (504.831.9673, info@celebrationchurch.org).

In the message this past weekend at our Metairie Campus, I alluded to some tips that our Pastors developed when it comes to preparing for Hurricane evacuations.  Personally, I’ve only had to evacuate 2 times in the 27 years I have lived in the New Orleans area, and I hope that we never have to evacuate again.  Considering that evacuation may be a possibility again in the next quarter of a century let me give these tips to you, along with some explanations.

· Tips for making the best of “storms” in our lives include:

1. Developing a plan and sticking to it – At Celebration Church we often say, “failing to plan is planning to fail.” Therefore, we encourage people to plan beforehand for possible evacuations, planning where they will go, who and what they will take with them, when they will leave, etc.
2. Establishing “good connections” beforehand – Many people cannot afford many of the costs that are associated with evacuating, and so we want to encourage our people to 1) develop friendships with people in other areas they can potentially stay with, or 2) utilize the church-run shelters in central Louisiana we have reserved for our members.
3. Setting aside “storm monies” in our budgets – Just like some people put monies regularly into a “Christmas account,” we all need to be putting monies into a “storm account,” so that if an evacuation should occur, we will be financially prepared for it.
4. Getting rid of much of our “junk” beforehand – Many people frantically try to store all of the “stuff” they have in their yards or homes, so that those items won’t become “flying debris” if a storm comes our way.  Perhaps our “spring cleanings” should include “junk removals” so that we rid our homes of unnecessary items.
5. Traveling with godly companions – In our Celebrate Recovery ministry we talk about how we can only be successful in our lives if we find some “new playgrounds, new playthings, and new playmates.” Sometimes people evacuate with others who are necessarily good companions for them to be around for a number of days.  Planning ahead will enable us to surround ourselves with godly companions, so that we will find ourselves getting into heated arguments or slipping back into old lifestyles.
6. Going in the right direction and to the right places when evacuating – Someone said that for Hurricane Gustav they evacuated to Raceland, Louisiana, which was right in where the “eye” of the storm passed over.  When planning for evacuations, we need to determine the right direction to go in, and the right route to follow.  Familiarizing ourselves with the “contra-flow maps” should help in our decision-making.
7. Leaving places we journey to better than when we arrived – One of the complaints that has arisen concerning New Orleanians, is that they are at times not the best “evacuation clients.” If we want people to continue helping us in our times of need, we need to be appreciative of their efforts to help us and the facilities provided to us.
8. Using “time off” provided by “storms” to draw closer to the Lord – Almost every Christian would indicate they need more time to draw closer to the Lord.  Time is one thing every evacuee has on their hands.  Therefore, we should use those times to read the Bible and pray and seek a closer and more powerful relationship with the Lord.
9. Looking for ministry opportunities wherever we go – Following evacuations for both Hurricane Katrina and Gustav, Pastors have called me to express appreciation for how our members had a positive impact on their members because of their servant attitudes and efforts.
10. Making the time “fun time” rather than “frantic time” – In our Children’s Ministry time the weekend following Hurricane Gustav, we asked our children to draw pictures of what they experienced through their evacuation.  Some children drew pictures of cars, indicating they remembered spending a lot of time in cars.  Other children drew pictures of families members arguing (remember that children tell everything).  The vast majority of children drew pictures of the fun times they had with their family members.  To them, the evacuation time was basically a family vacation time.  We need to learn from our children how to make evacuations “fun time” rather than “frantic time.”
There are other “evacuation tips” we could share with you, but since we are hoping and praying that we won’t have to review such tips for another 25 years, the ones above will suffice for now.  

Most of all, we want you to know that regardless of what happens in our lives, the Lord loves us, He will provide for us, and He will protect us as we walk in the center of His will for our lives.

Come and join us this weekend at Celebration Church, as we learn more about experiencing God’s plans, purposes, peace, power, provision and protection in our lives.

Pastor Dennis
