All eyes these days are upon Hurricane Ike, and it appears that Hurricane Ike is projected to make landfall on the Texas coast sometime this weekend.  While here in New Orleans we are grateful that another hurricane is not coming our way, we are also praying that there will be minimal damage and no loss of life when Hurricane Ike does make landfall.  Also, if it seems that the hurricane may make landfall close to Houston, we are prepared to provide free housing and care for residents of Houston who may choose to evacuate to our Airline campus, where we can house up to 400 people.
A number of our people took advantage of the free housing and care provided by “church shelters” in central Louisiana when they evacuated because of Hurricane Gustav.  Since Katrina, we have partnered with churches throughout our state to provide free shelters for the Celebration Congregation.  The locations of the shelters are indicated in our Hurricane Preparedness Packets found at our campuses and on our website.

All of the people that I’ve spoken to indicated they were well provided for and cared for as they utilized these “church-shelters”, and that their experience was very pleasant.  Due to the intense rain storm that followed Hurricane Gustav, several of those “church-shelters” did experience some minor flooding for the first time in their history.  The pastor of one of those “church-shelters” indicated to me that he was so grateful for the help of our Celebration members in cleaning up after the flooding.  He said, “Those Celebration people knew exactly what to do.” That statement certainly is true.
As a Church we are now focused on three major emphases – ensuring that the needs of our people are being met, re-gaining our momentum as a congregation and ministering to the people most impacted by Hurricane Gustav.  First, we are focused on addressing the needs of our people.  If you know of someone who has experienced some type of serious loss as a result of the hurricane or evacuation, please let us know by calling our church office, or emailing info@celebrationchurch.org.  
Second, in order to regain our spiritual momentum, we have rescheduled our Fall Spiritual Growth Campaign, THE GAME OF LIFE.  This Campaign, designed to help people strengthen their relationships with God and others, and to enable them to significantly improve their finances, health and fitness, and work environments, will now begin the weekend of September 20-21.  As a part of THE GAME OF LIFE Campaign, we plan to give a free copy of the book, Chazown:  A Different Way To See Your Life to all of our attendees who participate in a Life Group for six weeks beginning September 20-21.  Therefore, if you are not yet part of a Life Group, plan to connect with one by either:  1) signing up for one in a service this weekend, 2) signing up for one on our website (www.celebrationchurch.org), or 3) requesting a call from a Community Pastor (504.831.9673, info@celebrationchurch.org).  .
Third, we are seeking to help people and churches in Lafourche and Terrebonne Parishes who were significantly impacted by Hurricane Gustav.  This past weekend we:
· Sent out an assessment team to visit with pastors and churches

· Brought water and “C” and “D” batteries to pastors and churches

· Brought tarps to churches for people to utilize on their roofs

· Brought a chain-saw team to one of the hardest hit areas in Terrebonne Parish

Our people were also involved in bringing water and ice to the people of St. Bernard Parish, and providing hot meals to law enforcement officials in St. John Parish.

This coming week and weekend we are planning to send out Life Group teams to:
· Do construction work

· Chain-saw trees and clean-up debris

· Prepare and serve food to people still without electricity

· Pray for and minister to people who are traumatized

· Assist with medical care

If you are interested in participating on one of our relief teams, please alert your Life Group leader, call your Community Pastor, or call or email our church office (504.831.9673, info@celebrationchurch.org).  We want to help and encourage others as we have been helped and encouraged in times past.

I want to challenge you to not let the threat of hurricanes disrupt your life or damage your emotions.  As I said in this past weeks message, “storms” are ever and always a part of life.  In some parts of our country people have to deal with earthquakes, tornadoes, ice storms, mudslides resulting from rainstorms, out-of-control fires, volcanic eruptions and other types of “storms.” Our greatest natural “storm threats” are hurricanes.  

People also have to deal with emotional, financial, physical, relational, spiritual and vocational “storms.”  Therefore, my philosophy of life is that we are either:  1) in the midst of a “storm”, 2) recovering from a “storm”, or 3) headed for a “storm”, because “storms” are ever and always a part of life.

The Bible teaches that we can overcome and conquer “storms” in our lives, not as react in fear or seek to overcome those “storms” with our own abilities and resources – but as we learn to rely upon, rest in, and receive strength from the “storm conqueror”, Jesus Christ.

I hope that you will plan to join us for worship this weekend at one of our three campuses as we learn some Lessons From Hurricanes and as we learn how to conquer any and every “storm” in our lives by the grace and power of the Lord.

Pastor Dennis

P.S.  Our Crescent City Christian School Varsity Football Schedule begins this coming Friday, September 12, at the Northlake Christian School campus in Covington (7 pm).  Come out and support our players, team and school.
