Our church family voted overwhelmingly this past weekend to sell our Transcontinental worship/ministry facility to the Good Shepherd Hispanic Baptist Church in order to help fund the rebuild of our Airline campus.  Although the sale will not be fully complete until we are ready to move into our Airline campus (which is projected to be August of 2009), it gives us the ability to take out a construction loan to help finish the rebuild of the Airline campus.  That loan will then be paid off once the sale is complete.

Our Church Leadership was unified in recommending the sale of the Transcontinental worship and ministry facility (while retaining ownership of our Christian School campus) because:

· The Airline property is located in the very center of Greater New Orleans, and will serve as an excellent base of operations for the entire Celebration Congregation and Campuses

· The large facility will triple the ministry/worship space for our Metairie congregation, and provide much needed paved parking as well

· The Airline facility will provide significantly upgraded space for our preschool, children’s, youth and adult ministries

· Louisiana Public Assistance has committed to giving us $3,572,000 to help us rebuild our Daycare/School and Children’s Ministry areas

· The Airline Shopping Center will provide continued income for debt reduction and future ministry growth and expansion

· The Airline facility is located next to our Counseling Center and Staff offices

· The Good Shepherd Church congregation fervently believes the Lord wants them to have ownership of the Transcontinental worship/ministry facility so they can continue to grow

· The Lord told us to rebuild the Airline campus in order to demonstrate that He can transform every tragedy into something good for His people

The sale of the Transcontinental worship/ministry facility will include the following stipulations:

· The Celebration Congregation will be able to stay at the Transcontinental facility until the Airline worship/ministry facility is completed

· The Good Shepherd Church will be able to utilize the Crescent City Christian School parking lot during worship services

· Crescent City Christian School will be able to utilize the Transcontinental worship and ministry facility for school functions

· Crescent City Christian School will be able to continue operating a Daycare at the Transcontinental campus for a number of years

· A “right-to-first-refusal” will be granted to the Celebration Congregation if the Good Shepherd Church should ever consider selling the property

Now that the vote is behind us and the transaction papers are in the process of being completed, we plan to start rebuilding the Airline campus within the next several weeks.  I encourage you to drive down Airline Drive from time to time to personally view the progress, which will continually be happening.  We will strive to keep you informed about the progress in our worship services as well.

Hundreds of new people have connected with Life Groups over the past several weeks. People are studying together what God has to say about having a “chazown” or “vision” for every crucial area of our lives.  Life Groups provide opportunities for Christians to:

· Make and build great friendships

· Learn life-changing principles together from the Word of God

· Discover and develop their spiritual gifts

· Get involved in ministry and service projects with others

· Invite non-Christian or non-churched friends to a non-threatening but fun environment

· Develop accountability partners

· Connect their children to other godly and healthy individuals

· Experience the fun and encouragement of Christian fellowship

If you’re not currently involved in a Life Group, connect with one in the next couple of days and we will give you a free copy of the book, Chazown:  A Different Way To See Your Life.  To get connected with a Life Group, simply call our church office (504.831.9673) or email us at info@celebrationchurch.org.

This coming Sunday (October 5) we will be having our I Want To KNOW luncheon at each of our three campuses.  I Want To KNOW provides an opportunity for newcomers to Celebration Church to meet the pastors and staff, to learn about the history and vision of Celebration Church, to learn what church membership is all about, and ask questions about Celebration’s ministry.  Food for all and fun activities for children are also included at the I Want To KNOW events.  If you’ve never attended I Want To KNOW, be sure to register by calling the church office, emailing us at info@celebrationchurch.org, or registering yourself online at celebrationchurch.org/upcoming-events.

Other upcoming church family opportunities include the:

· Last Tuesday Young Adult Worship Event at our Metairie Campus in the CCCS auditorium (September 30, 7:34 pm)

· Vertical Youth Service at the Metairie Campus (October 1, 7 pm)

· Vertical Youth Service at the River Parishes Campus (October 2, 7 pm)

· Crescent City Christian School Football Game at Fisher High School in Lafitte (October 3, 7 pm)

· DJ & Potluck Event for Singles at the Metairie Campus (October 4, 7:30 pm)

· Parent/Child Dedication Event at the Metairie Campus (October 5, 10:45 am)

· Macy’s Charity Sale and Shopping Event at the Lakeside Mall (October 22, visit www.healingheartsnola.org for details)

· Fall Family Festival for Children and their Parents (October 31, at all 3 campuses)

Be sure to check with your Community or Campus Pastors concerning other activities and way you can get involved in your specific geographical area. 
THE GAME OF LIFE Series will continue this coming weekend, as we learn about Upgrading Our Relationships With Others.  Plan to join us at one of our three campuses for a great weekend of worship, fellowship and ministry, and invite and bring others with you.  

Pastor Dennis

P.S.  In conjunction with this coming weekend’s theme, I want to encourage all dating and married couples to view the Christian movie Fireproof which is in local theatres.  Combining lots of comedy and action with poignant biblical truths, this movie is a “must” for those who want to see their marriage or dating relationship strengthened and/or healed.
