The front page of the Times Picayune newspaper today records that: “Termites . . . are struggling to return after Katrina.” The article begins by stating that an annual survey of the number of Formosan termites in the French Quarter shows them at the lowest level since the survey began in 1989.  Later in the article, Louisiana State University entomologist Greg Henderson says, “This provides some evidence that the (Formosan termite) population rebound is going very slow, which suggests that many colonies died after Katrina.”
The belief that termites are struggling to return to New Orleans after Katrina is certainly welcome news to the people of our city and region.  Termites have long been a problem for homes, buildings and people in our area.

When I think about termites, I think about how locust plagues have been devastating many times throughout history to the people of our world.  Many nations and peoples have faced or experienced starvation because locusts have destroyed crops and food.

In 1877, farmers in Minnesota were fearful they would experience a devastating locust plague.  One had already been experienced in the summer of 1876, and if a similar plague occurred in 1877, the farming future of thousands of families would be wiped out permanently.

Acutely aware of the impending disaster, Minnesota Governor J.S. Pillsbury proclaimed that April 26 of that year would be a day of prayer and fasting to plead with God to save them from calamity.  The Governor urged that every single Minnesotan should fast and pray for their state.  Across the state people responded to their Governor’s call.  In gatherings large and small, Minnesotans assembled to fast and pray.

The very next day, with the sun soaring and the temperatures rising, the people of Minnesota noticed to their dismay that the dreaded insects were starting to stir in the soil.  For three days, the uninterrupted heat caused a vast army of locusts to hatch.  It was of such plague proportions, that it threatened to destroy all of the crops in the Northwest farm sector of Minnesota.  On the fourth day, however, with the locusts all hatched and ready to move, a sudden climatic change flicked a blanket of frost across the entire area, and almost of the locusts were destroyed.  The summer of 1877 is now remembered as one of the most productive farming times of that era, and April 26, 1877 is recorded in Minnesota’s history as the day when the people of that state asked God for a miracle – which He caused to happen just four days later.
I believe that if we would just fast and pray as we’ve been learning to do through our Touching Heaven . . . Transforming Earth series, we would be amazed at the mighty and miraculous works the Lord would perform on behalf of His people here in the New Orleans region.
We’re going to be concluding our Touching Heaven . . . Transforming Earth series this coming weekend (August 9-10).  Throughout this series we have learned to pray effectively by:

· Acknowledging God as our Heavenly Father and appropriating His care for our lives

· Praying for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done in our lives, families, church, city, state and world

· Asking and trusting the Lord to meet the physical, financial, emotional, relational, vocational and spiritual needs of our lives

· Seeking the Lord’s forgiveness and cleansing for our lives, and then being empowered to forgive those who have harmed us

Many of our people have been spending at least 14 minutes per day (7/14) praying through the principles mentioned above, and they are experiencing new peace, power and provision in their lives.  This coming weekend we will be learning how to overcome temptation and the attacks of the Devil through the power of prayer.  Plan to join us this weekend, bringing others with you, as we experience the conclusion of this powerful message series, Touching Heaven . . . Transforming Earth.  Copies of this series can be acquired through our Celebration Bookstore and Resource Centers or by visiting our website (www.celebrationchurch.org).  
As you pray this week, please be praying for our missionaries the West African nation of Togo – Kouami and Afi Midekor.  Kouami and Afi were attendees of Celebration Church a number of years ago when they attended seminary in New Orleans, and have been mightily used of God to start churches and ministries all over the nation of Togo.  In recent days, Togo has been beset by tremendous rain storms that have caused much flooding throughout the capital city of Togo.  As a result, many people in that area, including a number of Christians who attend churches planted by Kouami and Afi, have lost everything and have no food to eat.  Please be praying for these two wonderful members of our church family, for the people they are ministering to, and for their city and nation – and come prepared this weekend to give an extra offering to help by food for Kouami and Afi and the people they are ministering to.  The Lord always blesses His people when we attend to the needs of those less fortunate than us.

I would also ask that you continue praying for the leaders and members of our church as we seek the Lord’s will in finishing the rebuild of our Airline Drive Campus.  The rebuild of our Airline Campus will enable us to continue to grow spiritually and numerically in Jefferson and Orleans Parishes.  Although we have almost half of the funds needed to complete that rebuild, we need to raise the additional funds in the next year.  Those needed funds can be obtained by:  1) every Celebration member and attendee giving sacrificially as the Lord blesses to A City Transformed:  Investing In Eternity, 2) a number of individuals, couples and/or churches blessing us with substantial gifts, 3) borrowing an additional $4 million, or 4) selling our Transcontinental Worship facility (but not our School facility).  We already know that its God’s will for our church to move forward with the Airline rebuild so that we can continue ministering to the lost, hurting and needy in our city and region.  The question we must have answered by the Lord is – what steps does the Lord want us to take in order for us to “walk in His will.” Notice, I didn’t say anything about “my will” or “your will.” The success of our church’s ministry is always about us finding and following God’s will.

As we’ve learned in recent weeks, we most often find the Lord’s will as we seek His presence, power and purposes through prayer.  Therefore, over the next several weeks I’m asking you to join me in praying and fasting and seeking God’s will for our church as never before.  The Lord has promised that if we pray, He will answer, and He will reveal His perfect will to us (Jeremiah 33:3, Matthew 7:7-11, 1 John 5:14-15).  So please join me and many others in passionate and persistent prayer over the next several weeks, remembering as you pray that we are praying to know and do GOD’S WILL – NOTHING MORE, NOTHING LESS, NOTHING ELSE!

Finally, we praise God for the 400+ children and 120+ adults and teens who participated in our Metairie Campus Vacation Bible School last week.  38 children prayed to accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior for the first time, and 62 children committed to being baptized.  Also, be praying for Christi Coker, Craig Ratliff and others leaders who are leading a Vacation Bible School at our St. Bernard Campus this week.
May the Lord bless you with an exceptional week,

Dennis

P.S.  Please be praying for our Celebration Teens who are ministering in Mexico this week.  Pray for protection and provision, and for powerful and productive times of ministry.
