What a great weekend of worship and ministry was BACK-2-SCHOOL WEEKEND at our Celebration Church campuses.  Saturday evening at our Transcontinental campus was incredible, as many of our teens led us in worship and “packed out” the building, and a number of people committed their life to Christ and to following His counsel in regards to the decisions of life.  On Sunday, we had lots of other people experiencing the transforming power of Jesus at all three of our campuses, and the attendance at our River Parishes Campus more than doubled.
Do you know of anyone who needs to experience the hope or transforming power of the Lord in their life?  One of the highlights of my BACK-2-SCHOOL WEEKEND was dialoguing with a young man in one of our services at our Metairie Campus.  This young man, with tattoos all over his body, has a troubled history that includes extensive drug use, criminal activity and other types of struggles, but he has been attending our worship services now for several months.  He said to me with tears in his eyes, “Pastor Dennis, coming to Celebration Church has restored hope to my life, and transformed my life.” 

Later in the day as I reflected on his statement, I thanked the Lord for encouraging and enabling our congregation to reach out to people like this young man.  First, I thanked the Lord for the person who first invited this young man to attend our worship services.  I know that man quite well, and I’m always encouraged by his love for the Lord and his genuine care and compassion for others.  He must have been praying for and witnessing to this young man for some time.  Second, I thank God that when the young man first came to Celebration, his worship experience was positive, and the music and message were relevant to where he was in life.  There are many aspects that go into making a worship service a positive experience for first-timers that will cause them to want to return to future worship services.  The building and grounds need to be in top shape.  Parkers are needed to help greet people and alleviate the confusion of parking around our worship facility.  Loving Nursery workers are needed to care for people’s smaller children, and loving Children’s workers are needed to teach and encourage older children.  Greeters at the doors make a positive impression on those who visit for the first time (as well as for the 1000th time).  The printed materials need to portray a commitment to excellence, and need to include important and interesting information. The music has to be vibrant and stimulating, and the instrumentalists, praise singers and choir need to be well-prepared.  The welcome times must be genuine expressions of love and fellowship, because most people enter worship services in today’s world wondering if people are going to accept or reject them.  The announcements need to be presented creatively, and help keep the guest focused on the service.  The message needs to be Spirit-empowered, and the teaching must include life-changing principles from God’s Word supported by intriguing stories and relevant applications.  Finally, the guest must sense in the worship service the presence and power of God, and begin to believe that there is hope for their life as well as other people’s lives.  When all of these elements come together (which takes much prayer, much effort and much sacrifice), God is able to work in mighty and miraculous ways to transform lives, reconcile marriages, restore families and perform all kinds of wondrous works.

I thank God that here at Celebration Church our people love the Lord and others so much they are willing to make the sacrifices and efforts needed to enable people to experience the transforming power of Jesus in their lives.  May every week we hear people testify either publicly or privately that they have found help, hope and healing for their lives by worshiping with the Celebration Congregation.  
One of our Deacons, Henry Welp, was a man who experienced the help, hope and healing power of Jesus through the ministry of Celebration Church.  Henry came to Celebration to hear his wife Peggy’s testimony a number of years ago, and shortly thereafter gave his life to the Lord.  He became actively involved in the ministry of our church, singing in the choir, serving as an usher, and eventually becoming a Deacon and Life Group Leader. 
Henry went to be with the Lord this past Sunday morning, after suffering a massive stroke.  As I said in our email to our Deacons, Elders and Staff:  “Henry is not dead.  He is more alive right now than he has ever been in all of his life.” However, although we rejoice in Henry’s home-going, we want to praying for his wife Peggy, his daughter Christy, and her family.
The service to celebrate Henry’s life and home-going will be held this coming Wednesday at 7:30 pm at Lamana-Panno-Fallo Funeral Home in Metairie (Bonnabel and Veterans Blvd).  There will be a visitation with family and friends from 5 to 7 pm at the funeral home.

At the same time, we’re having another Town Hall meeting on Wednesday at 7 pm in our Transcontinental Worship Center.  The purpose of this meeting will be to discuss possibilities related to the rebuild of our Airline Campus, including the possibility of selling our Transcontinental Worship and Ministry facility to help fund our Airline rebuild.  Please come and join us if you have questions or concerns.  The meeting will be limited to one hour, due to a scheduling conflict with the Henry Welp celebration service.
This coming weekend in our worship services we will be continuing our MEDAL-WINNERS message series, and participating together in the Lord’s Supper (Communion).  I encourage you to recall the people that you invited for BACK-2-SCHOOL WEEKEND, and exhort them to return with you to one of our services this weekend.  Together, we can all learn to be champions and “medal winners” in the “Lord’s Olympics.”

What a joy and privilege it is to be your pastor,

Dennis

P.S.  The Central City City Wide Revival is taking place this week (Tuesday – Thursday evenings) at 7 pm at the New Hope Missionary Baptist Church (1807 Lassalle St. in New Orleans).  This is a great opportunity for those who prayed for and in Central City to come and experience the results of their prayer efforts.  
