Kid’s Slot Jan.  25th – Jan. 31st, 2009
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OVERVIEW:  Children will learn how they can connect their friends and family to Jesus! 

PREPARATION: You will need a blanket, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. 
BIBLE REFERENCES/VERSES: Luke 5:12-26 

ICEBREAKER: “If you needed help, which of your friends would you call?”
READ: Read the story “A Little Help from FOUR Friends”

Discussion Questions:
1.  What do you think the people in the room around Jesus were thinking when they heard all the noise coming from the roof? (They were wondering what was going on – they might have been a bit mad that there was mess on the floor and noise coming from the roof)
2. What do you think the FOUR friends were thinking when they saw the huge crowd around Jesus? (They knew that it was only Jesus who could heal their friend – they weren’t going to leave unless Jesus could see their friend – they were determined!)
3. What did Jesus do for their friend? (First, he forgave his sins and then he healed him so he could walk again)  

4. How do you think they felt after they saw Jesus heal their friend? (They knew all along that Jesus was the answer – so they were excited that he was finally healed and they had great love for Jesus for healing their friend!)
Say: The BEST way we can be a friend to someone is to do just like the FOUR friends did – bring your friend to Jesus.

Think of some ways you can “bring your friends to Jesus.”

· Pray for them
· Invite them to Children’s Church

· Tell them of a time that Jesus helped you

· Invite them to your Life Group

· Invite them to your Super Bowl Reach Party

· Ask them if you could pray for them about something

· Tell them how you asked Jesus in to your heart; show them how they can do it, too

· Write down the people that they are praying for to get connected to Jesus in the Children’s Prayer Notebook. Pray each week for them.

· In Children’s Church – fill out the card with the names of 3 of their friends who are “Most Wanted for Jesus.” Pray for them so that Jesus will touch their hearts and lives, too!
Activity: Miracle on the Mat – you can reenact the story of the 4 friends and the paralyzed man with the children. Let the children help you retell the story as they act it out together. You can ask questions as the story enfolds.
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:

“And when Jesus saw their faith, He said to him, “Man, your sins are forgiven you!” Luke 5:20
Return to the Life Group:
Have the children return to the Life Group and recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Have the leader explain a little bit about the lesson and how God wants us to bring our friends to Jesus – so they can know him and love him, too. If there is time, you can reenact the story together. The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.
[image: image3.png]A




“A Little Help from FOUR Friends!”

There is a story in the Book of Luke about a man who had very serious problem…you see, this poor man couldn’t walk. In fact, he couldn’t even lift up his legs or hands to help himself do anything. He was completely dependent on his friends and family for everything he needed – no different than a little baby, he had to be fed, dressed, bathed and taken care of for his whole life. When you are a baby, it’s not so bad – you LIKE being held and bathed and being cared for and loved by your parents and other special people in your life….but when you’re a grown man – it’s not so easy.

Imagine, every night someone had to put you in bed, just like a baby, and every morning, someone had to pick you up out of bed and sit you in a chair…feed you your breakfast, give you a bath, brush you teeth for you, get you dressed…Can you imagine – at your age – having to depend on someone else for EVERYTHING??


Well, that’s how it was for this man in the Gospel of Luke – he needed someone to help him do everything! 


He must have been a pretty special man, because he had good friends that loved him. In fact, he had FOUR friends that heard about the miracles and power of Jesus and thought to themselves, “I bet our friend could be healed by someone as great as Jesus! Since he can’t walk, let’s go and get him and bring him to Jesus – he can certainly heal him!” And that’s exactly what they did.


So Harry Hope, Frank Faith, Larry Love and Dan Determination rushed to his house and announced that they were going to bring him to a very special person named Jesus, whom they believed could heal him and help him walk again. I’m sure the paralyzed man thought his friends were a bit crazy, but since he knew that they were filled with Faith, Hope, Love and Determination, he simply trusted them enough to allow himself to be carried to the house where Jesus was teaching the people in the town.

The bad news is that lots and lots of other people heard about this special man named Jesus, too, and the house was packed with people, with no room for anyone! In fact people were hanging out of the doors and windows, standing on the front porch and the back yard – just to get close enough to hear what Jesus was saying.


Harry, Larry, Frank and Dan carried their friend to the house were Jesus was teaching and were suddenly surprised that it was so crowed – too crowed to even get near the front porch – people were standing and sitting everywhere.


But do you know what – that didn’t stop them one bit! They had enough Faith, Hope, Love and Determination not to let a crowd of people stop them for getting the help for their friend they believe Jesus could bring him.


Sooo….what did they do? They simply got a ladder and v-e-r-y slowly and v-e-r-y carefully they broke through the tiles of the roof and lowered their friend through the hole – right in front of Jesus. I’m sure it took a while to break through the strong roof – maybe it was a bit messy and certainly a bit noisy, too! But that didn’t stop them!

You know what! Jesus wasn’t surprised when they lowered the mat down in front of him – with a paralyzed man in the middle of it – but everyone else in the room was! What’s going on, they thought? Jesus didn’t waste any time – he looked right at the man and looked at the faith of his FOUR friends and said, “Your sins are forgiven.”


The religious people in the room began to think – “Who does Jesus think he is? Only God can forgive someone’s sins?” Jesus, who knew their thoughts, answered them. “Why do you wonder about what I did? So you will KNOW that I have the power to forgive sins” – he looked at the man and said, “Stand up and pick up your mat and go back to your house!”


Just as soon as Jesus said those words, the man suddenly jumped right up, picked up his mat and ran to his house, praising God the whole way home! In fact, everyone in the room was filled with amazement and they, too, began praising God!


Isn’t it wonderful to have friends like the FOUR men in this story – the brought their friend to Jesus because they knew Jesus was the answer for their friend’s life!


You, too, can bring your friends to Jesus! When you do, their lives will be completely and forever changed – just like the man in this story! 


Begin praying now for the people that you know and love – your friends and family – that need to know Jesus. Ask the Lord for boldness to invite them to Celebration Church, to your Life Group, to your Super Bowl Party! It could change their lives forever!!!
