Kid’s Slot – Jan. 4th – 10th, 2009
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[image: image1.wmf] “Get the Devil Out of Here” [image: image2.wmf]
OVERVIEW: The Children will learn about resisting temptation.

PREPARATION: You will need your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSES: Matthew 3:13-17; 4:1-11 & James 4:7

ICEBREAKER: Ask: “What is the longest time you’ve gone without eating? Were you tempted to eat something you weren’t supposed to?

READ: “Don’t Fall Out, Call Out!” 

Bible Story (on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. After Jesus was baptized, where did the Holy Spirit lead Him? (Into the wilderness) 

2. Who came to Jesus in the wilderness to tempt Him? (Satan)
3. What is temptation? (Our thoughts that want us to do something wrong)
4. Name the three temptations that Satan tempted Jesus with? (Stones to bread; jumping off the temple; worshipping Satan)

5. How did Jesus resist the devil’s temptation? (He used the Word of God)

LIFE APPLICATION: (Since there are no right or wrong answer, encourage the children to share what’s on their hearts. Write down the children’s comments/prayers in their Prayer Notebook and pray with the children after they have answered these questions.)

1. Normally, our greatest temptations come when we are weak, maybe from being ill or really tired or feeling discouraged. Tell of a time when you felt as if Satan himself was tempting you to sin.

2.  How do you handle temptation?

3. What areas of your life have been the weakest and temptation has been the strongest?

4. Since Jesus Himself was tempted, will we be tempted, too. How can you resist Satan when he comes to you with a temptation? What are you going to do to resist temptation?

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Submit yourselves, then to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”  James 4:7

ACTIVITY:  “Get Away From Me”

This activity will help the children “see” how God can help us resist the devil.

After the children have memorized their Bible verse, select a child to be a “quoter.” Choose another child to be “God” and another to be “Satan.”  When the quoter begins to quote the verse, have “God” step up. The quoter must first “submit” to God, perhaps by kneeling and bowing their heads. Then have “Satan” step up and begin to lean against the quoter.  The quoter then “resists” the devil by continuing to quote the verse. When the quoter correctly quotes the verse, the child stands up and chases “Satan” away!  Rotate several children into the above roles.  
Return to the Life Group:  Have the children recite their Bible Verse.  Show the adults the activity with the “quoter,” “God” and “Satan.”  Share how we must first, submit to God and then resist the devil and he will flee from us.  The children then join in the prayer and fellowship time. (Remember, the children are encouraged to participate in the fast with their parents. See attached suggestions.)
“Don’t’ Fall Out, Call Out!”



  (Based on Matthew 3:13-17; 4:1-11)


There you are at your grandparent’s house for Christmas dinner.  Your parents told you that before you arrived not to snack on anything when you got there, but to wait for dinner because you don’t want to hurt your grandmother’s feelings by not eating the special meal she has cooked. But you’re hungry and you didn’t eat any breakfast because you family had to get up early and drive to your grandparent’s house. Oh sure, your mom woke you up in enough time to have some toast or a bowl of cereal, but you stayed in your bed a little longer instead.


As soon as you enter the house, the smells of grandmother’s cooking makes you want to run into the kitchen and start eating. But you can’t. Your parents told you not to eat anything until dinner.  Suddenly, you pass by the kitchen and, behold, you see all the delicious things to eat: turkey, dressing, potatoes, and most of all that great looking chocolate cake!!! Grandmother says dinner will be ready in 20 minutes, but you can’t wait that long!


The temptation is too great! You’ve got to have just a taste of that cake, so you slip into the kitchen when no one is looking. Then, with you finger, you start to taste the icing in the back of the cake.  Boy, does grandmother make great chocolate icing. You have another taste and another taste and another taste.  It is soooo good! Before you know it, you’ve practically licked all the icing off the cake. Oh no, now you hear grandfather announce that dinner is ready and you don’t have time to fix the cake you just messed up!  Now you feel badly for disobeying your parents and messing up grandmother’s cake.  Guess what?  You have just fallen right into temptation and then into SIN.  Temptation is having thoughts of doing something you’re not supposed to do.  Sin is when you act on those thoughts. 


Here’s a story of a Man who was very hungry but did not disobey his Father and fall into temptation, even though Satan tempted Him. 


When Jesus arrived from Galilee, He went to the Jordan River so that John the Baptist could baptize Him. When Jesus came out of the water, the heavens opened up and the Spirit of God appeared as a dove and came and rested on Him. A voice from heaven was also heard, “This is My Son, in whom I am well pleased.”


Then Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after He had gone without food for forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry.  And Satan came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”  But Jesus answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes out of the mouth of God.’”


Then Satan took Him into Jerusalem and stood Him on the highest part of the temple.  He said to Jesus, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will give His angels command to take care of You; and they will catch You in their hands to keep You from hurting Yourself.”  Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

Again, Satan took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all of the world’s kingdoms and their riches.  And Satan said, “All of these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me.”  Then Jesus said to him, “Get out of here Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.’”  After Satan left, angels came and helped Jesus.


Wow! Do you think you could have stood against Satan the way Jesus did, and not fallen into temptation?  Sometimes we have trouble going hungry for just a little while before we’re tempted to sneak some cookies before dinner.


Jesus was very hungry and weak when Satan came to Him. And Jesus knew that He had to be tempted so that He could show Christians how to overcome temptation.  And even though He had nothing in Him (like food), Jesus used what He did have to resist (which means to stand against) Satan’s temptations, the Word of God.  The Bible is just like a sword that Satan hates.  And we can poke him with it so that he leaves us alone.  It works every time!


So, the next time you get tempted to do something that you’re not supposed to do, don’t fall out - just call out the Word of God!
