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OVERVIEW: Children will learn about what it may have been like to be a shepherd in the fields the night that Jesus was born; are they following the “Savior” like the shepherds did?
PREPARATION: You will need markers and construction paper for each child. In advance, draw and cut out a large star for each child. On the star points, the children will be writing during the activity time; you will also need your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

ICE BREAKER: Have you ever watched the stars on a clear night? Have you ever seen a “shooting star?”
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Read Luke, Chapter 2: 1-20 aloud.
READ: “The Miracle of Christmas” Bible Story (On the other side)


QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1.
Why were Eli and his father out in a field at night?  (They were shepherds, and they were looking after their flock.)

2.
Why did Eli suddenly become afraid?  (All of a sudden, a bright light filled the entire field.)

3.
What did the angel tell the shepherds?  (The angel told them not to be afraid.  The angel said that the Savior had been born that night in Bethlehem.)

4.
What did Eli and the others do next?  (They believed what the angel said.  They went to Bethlehem and found Jesus.)

5.
Discuss the wonder of that first Christmas.  Emphasize the joy that comes from knowing and following Jesus.  Encourage the children not to forget the miracle of the first Christmas.



Read Luke 2:1-20 aloud to the children first.
Say: The Bible tells us that there were shepherds in the field the night that Jesus was born.  It doesn’t tell us their names or exactly what they were doing, but maybe it happened like this . . . so sit back and listen as I tell you a story – this is just a story; so let’s imagine it went something like this….

Eli was a young shepherd boy of Israel.  He and his father had a flock of sheep that they cared for.  Eli loved the fields around Bethlehem where he and his father and other shepherds grazed their sheep.  Eli especially loved the night stars in the brilliant Judean sky.  He often lay upon his back, gazing at the wonder of it all and feeling like he could just reach his hand up and pluck down the stars—they were that bright and seemed that close. Sometimes he would fall asleep under the stars and wonder just how far away they really were!

One cold, frosty evening, Eli and his father had just settled down for the night when a most wonderful thing occurred.  At first, Eli thought the stars were just shining extra brightly, but then he realized the entire field was lit with a brilliant light like he had never seen before!  It was as though it was the middle of the day instead of late at night.


“Father,” Eli cried.  “Father, what is it?  Why is there so much light?  Is it the end of the world?  Father, I’m scared!”


Eli’s father gathered his son to his side.  “Hush, little one,” he whispered.  “God will take care of us.”  As Eli buried his face in his father’s strong shoulder, he could hear the other shepherds around them.  They seemed to all be frightened by the strange light filling the field.  Some were praying, some were crying, and others fell flat on their faces.


Suddenly a mighty angel of the Lord appeared and spoke in a booming voice that filled the air: “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger” (Luke 2:10–12 niv).  Then a great number of other angels appeared, singing and giving glory to God.  The shepherds were no longer afraid, but full of awe at the wondrous sight.


As suddenly as they had appeared, the angels disappeared, and the field seemed dark and ordinary again – except for one star that continued to shine much brighter than any other star in the sky. 
 It was quiet for a while, but then Eli’s father, spoke up: “Let us go to Bethlehem and find this Savior the angels told us about. Look at that star – Let’s follow it to Bethlehem!”  The other shepherds quickly agreed, and off they went to find the Christ child.  


Soon they arrived in Bethlehem, and after a little while, they found Joseph & Mary with a baby lying in a manger. They followed the star as it shine brightly in the sky as if it was pointing the way to the newborn baby, and indeed it was.

Mary and Joseph welcomed the shepherds into the stable and invited them to come and see Jesus, the Savior. Eli crept close to view the tiny, sleeping child.  Although the child looked like any other baby, Eli’s heart was filled with joy at the sight of the baby boy.  He knew that this child was different: this child’s birth had been announced by angels, and this child would be the Savior of all Israel.  Touching the tiny hand, Eli knelt before the manger and believed the miracle of the first Christmas.

Jesus was a special baby, born on a special night with a special star showing the way! The shepherds “followed” the star to find the Savior? Are you following the Savior? 
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PRAYER and Activity: You will need a large star, cut out of construction paper for each child. Ask the kids to share with each other how they are “following Jesus” – like the shepherds – in their lives: going to church, praying, sharing Jesus with their friends, saying NO to sin, obeying their parents, making good choices in school and at home, showing kindness, being patient, talking with God when they are afraid or worried, getting along with their brothers/sisters, doing their share of chores without complaining…write the ways they are “followers of Jesus” on the points of the star – or on one side of the star.





Now, talk with the children about ways they are NOT “following Jesus” – let them share about some struggles they may be having.  Write the ways they are not following Jesus on the other side of the star. Have the children lay their hands on their stars and thank God for the ways they are following him and then turn the star over and have the children pray for the wisdom and courage to follow Jesus in ways that will please him. Make sure you let each child pray. Afterwards, pray for each child to be a “follower” of Jesus…if a child isn’t saved yet, pray with them to invite Jesus into their hearts. Encourage the children to take their stars home as a reminder to “follow” Jesus every day.





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10–11 niv).








RETURN:  Have the children return to the Life Group and show the adults their “stars.” Let them recite the Bible Memory verse together. Have a few of the children call out ways they are following Jesus and then ways they are asking Jesus to help following him better. The children then join the adults in the prayer and fellowship time.





“The Miracle of Christmas”


(Based on Luke – Chapter 2:1-20)








