Preparing the Way for 2009! 
Life Group Agenda for the week of Dec 28-Jan. 3, 2008

ANNOUNCMENTS – 
· We are making plans for our annual Prayer and Fasting emphasis. It will begin on January 12th and end on January 31st. Pray now about how the Lord would have you participate.
· Attention Men – We are planning a men’s retreat for January 23rd and 24th. It will be held at our Airline Campus. Call the church office for more details.  
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “What is the most unusual church service you’ve ever attended?”  In this agenda, we are looking at a scene from the life of John the Baptist and talking about preparing our hearts as we enter a new year.  

WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read Luke 3:4-14.  
1. If John the Baptist was around in our day, what do you think he would be like?
2. John’s message was radical. Was he advocating societal change or individual, personal change? Why?
3. Why do you think people responded to John’s message or sought him out to hear him? Why did others not like him? 
4. Repentance is probably the focal point of John’s message. How would you describe what it means to repent?
5. Share with the group about when you first repented of your sins and surrendered your life to Christ Jesus.  
6. What is one thing that you need to do this week to live a life that reflects repentance? 
7. How can we pray for one another this week?

WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.

1. Make a list and pray for those friends and family members who need to repent and experience God’s forgiveness. Commit to pray for them regularly in 2009.
2. Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
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