Experiencing Joy This Christmas! 
Life Group Agenda for the week of Dec 21-27, 2008

ANNOUNCMENTS – 
· Christmas Eve services will be held at each of our campuses on December 24th. River Parishes and St Bernard Campuses will be at 5pm and the Metairie Campus will have three services – 3pm, 4:30pm, and 6pm.

· We are making plans for our annual Prayer and Fasting emphasis. It will begin on January 12th and end on January 31st. Pray now about how the Lord would have you participate.
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “What is the best Christmas light display you’ve ever seen? We are in the midst of a series titled, “The Best Christmas Ever.” In this series we are discussing how we can discover God’s purpose during Christmas. Let’s pray for our Church at this time.

WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read Luke 2:8-20.  
Shepherds. We think of them at Christmas. We place them in our nativity scenes. Their job was not one of great status. They were pretty common, ordinary people. So, why does God send angels to proclaim the birth of His one and only son to shepherds? Maybe it was because they were the least likely. Maybe it was because they raised the lambs that would be slaughtered to forgive the sins of the people and God wanted them to know first that the ultimate sacrifice had entered the world. Whatever the reason, we know that the message brought great joy to their lives.
1. How would you describe the scene of the angels appearing to the shepherds?
2. How would this vision and message of the angels impact the shepherd’s view of God? How do you think your view of God would have been impacted?
3. Why do you think God presents the message of His son’s birth to shepherds? Why not kings or soldiers or religious leaders?
4. The passage tells us that at first, the shepherds were afraid. How was their fear overcome? What helps you overcome fear in your life? 
5. In the end, the shepherds ran and told others and were filled with awe and praise. How do you find joy in the midst of life today?
6. If you had an incredible message to share, who would you go to first with the news?  
7. When God spoke to the shepherds, they had just been minding their own business of tending the sheep. How has God spoken to you in the mundane, ordinary flow of life?What does this tell you about the ways in which God works? 
8. How can we pray for one another this week?

WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.

1. Who do you know that needs the message of joy that is found in the events of Christmas? Pray for them and ask God to give you the opportunity to talk to them this week.
2. Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
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