Overcoming Challenges This Christmas! 
Life Group Agenda for the week of Dec 14-20, 2008

ANNOUNCMENTS – 
· Christmas Eve services will be held at each of our campuses on December 24th. River Parishes and St Bernard Campuses will be at 5pm and the Metairie Campus will have three services – 3pm, 4:30pm, and 6pm.

· Is there anyone in your group that has accepted Jesus as Savior and Lord, but has not yet been baptized? Contact your community pastor this week to schedule a baptism.

· We are making plans for our annual Prayer and Fasting emphasis. It will begin on January 12th and end on January 31st. Pray now about how the Lord would have you participate.
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “What do you like most about Christmas? We are in the midst of a series titled, “The Best Christmas Ever.” In this series we are discussing how we can discover God’s purpose during Christmas. Let’s pray for our Church at this time.

WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read Luke 2:1-7.  
Today we look at the journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem and the birth of Jesus. The prophet Micah declared in Micah 5:2, “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village in Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel will come from you, one whose origins are from the distant past” (NLT). An insignificant couple, an insignificant town, and insignificant atmosphere, but an extraordinary event! At this time of year we reflect on that first Christmas and what it means for our hectic, challenge-filled lives today.  

1. We all have challenges and problems in our lives. After looking at our Bible passage, what problems or challenges did Mary and Joseph face in their lives?
2. Do you think Mary and Joseph experienced any amount of fear? If so, what might they have been fearful of?

3. What challenges and problems do people in our day face at Christmas? What fears?

4. How does God show us in this story that He is in control? Was it an accident that Mary and Joseph had to journey to Bethlehem? 
5. How has God shown you that He is in control of the events of your life?
6. Mary and Joseph no doubt experienced the presence of God in their lives the night their son was born. What do you do to experience the presence of God and keep Christ central in your life and family during Christmas? 
7. What can we do to help others experience the presence of God during this holiday season?

8. How can we pray for one another this week?

WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.

1. If your group has not done a missions project together recently, plan one for next month. 

2. Consider attending one of the Christmas Eve services together as a Life Group.

3. Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
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